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The flag flaps; 
the crowd shrugs 

Ted Plafker 

Peking 


Every day at sunrise in Peking, a large crowd 
gathers around the flagpole in Tiananmen Square 
to see the flag being hoisted, accompanied by the 
dramatic strains of the Chinese national anthem 
played on load speakers. 

But at 7am Thursday; the regular flag-raising 
ceremony was transformed into a subtle disclo- 
sure. Upon reaching the top of the flagpole, the 
bright red flag with its yellow stars immediately 
began falling back to half mast. A moment of con- 
fusion followed, then the meaning dawned on peo- 
ple! “Ah, I understand, Deng must be dead.** said 
one man, as much to himself as to his three com- 
panions on the windswept open square. Thus did 
a handful of China’s 1J billion people learn that 
Deng Xiaoping had died the night before. 

In Tiananmen Square, word spread quickly 
through the crowd. A few people seemed genuine- 
ly stunned, but more seemed unsurprised. Those 
old enough to remember the death in 1976 or Mao 
Tse-fong could not help but see the contrast. 
“When Mao died, yon absolutely had to look like 
yon were really distraught. If yon didn’t yon 
would ran into aU sorts of problems,** said one 
mid-r anking Peking gover nment nfRrfal , 

One illustration of how much things have 
changed in China since then was the response of 
a young woman who, upon hearing the news at 
the flag-raising, put on a display of mock weeping 
and sobbing before breaking into a wide smil*. 

After Deng, pages 1Z 13 
Essay, page 16 


ridgewater three to go free 


Patricia Wynn Dams 
and Jason Begnetfo r 

The three men jailed for the 
murder of the newspaper-boy 
Carl Bridgewater are set to' 
walk free today, bringing to an 
end a 19-year campaign by 
i. their supporters, 
fenj In a hastily convened hearing 
the Court of Appeal in Lon- 
gjton, three appeal judges are 
^expected to declare the con - 
viol ions unsafe or to grant the 
lZ-Ticn bail pending a final ruling, 
Han > [lowing a sudden decision by 
Crown Prosecution Service 
at it will not contest the men’s 
•jTjipeal hearing, originally set for 
rf-vpriL 


The men have always insist- 
ed that they were annoeeat.of : 
the "kitting of the- 13-yeai-old 
boyrshot dead after apparent- 
ly interrupting a burglary at an . 
isolated Mkflandsfarmhousem 
1978. . 

•• The decision w£Q put the 
case alongside those of the 
Guildford Pour, the Birming- 
ham Six and Stefan Kiszko as 
one of the most serious mis- 
carriages of justice in British 


after 19 years for men charged with killing paper boy 


Michael Hickey, 34, and Vin- 
cent Hickey, 42, who were 
cousins, James Robinson, 62, 


and.Fatriek Molloy were con- 
victed in February 1979 large- 
ly on a confession by Molloy, 
who was convicted of the less- 
er charge of manslaughter. He 
continued to insist on bis inno- 
cence, daiming the admission 
had been beaten out of him, un- 
til his death in 198L 
The t h ree r e mained in prison 
despite «$*t separate police in- 
quiries aDd a lengthy appeal in 
1988 and 1989. But the cam- 
paign to prove their innocence, 
led by Anne Whelan, the moth- 
er of Michael Hickey, never 
wavered. Paid Fbot, a journalist. 


took up the case in 1980, pub- 
lishing the book Murder at the 
Rum: Who Killed Carl Bridge- 
water? in 1986. 

Aim Skea, mother of Vincent 
Hickey, said last night: “We just 
screamed and danced.” 

Mr Foot said last night that 
Lord Justice Russell, who 
presided over the unsuccessful 
1988 appeal, “should consider re- 
signing tonight”. The men’s so- 
ljatar, Jim NIcbol, said last night 
. that there was “powerful fresh 
evidence of a false confession.’' 
An appeal hearing was orig- 
inally scheduled for 8 April, af- 


ter Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, agreed to refer the 
case back for a second time to 
the Court of Appeal bn 26 July 
last year. 

Carl was killed with a shot- 
gun when he stumbled across a 
b urglary at Yew Thee Fann near 
Stourbridge, West Midlands. 

Mr Nichol said the false con- 
. fession shown to Molloy was a 
Tying confession shown to him 
to make him confess. “I am de- 
lighted but angry that they have 
spent 18-and-a-balf years in 
prison for a crime they did not 
commit. I fully expect my clients 


to walk out of court tomorrow 
free men.” 

George living, a leading fig- 
ure in the Bridgewater Four 
Support Group, said: “... it 
seems that the Home Office 
have decided to throw in the tow- 
el so that as little of this story gets 
told in open court as possible." 

■ It was understood the men 
bad all been moved to Brixlon 
last night to spend what could 
be their final night behind bars. 
Once cleared, they can be ex- 
pected to receive up compen- 
sation up to £200,000 each. 

Following the unsuccessful 


1988/89 appeal the case was re- 
vived following the disband- 
ment of the West Midlands 
Serious Crimes Squad, whose 
members included the detective 
who took the cnirial Molloy 
confession. Butin 1993, the then 
Home Secretary Kenneth 
Clarke refused to refer the case 
back to the Court of Appeal for 
a second time. 

TWo pieces of evidence are 
largely responsible for the case's 
latest referral First, a set of 
unidentified fingerprints on the 
bicycle us Al by Carl Bridgewa- 
ter which was not disclosed at 


the original trial; the prints 
could have been left by the in- 
truders at the farm, who threw 
it into a pig-sty. Their existence 
only came to light in 1994 as 
part of a police inquiry into the 
case. Secondly, it has also 
emerged that Molloy had not 
been formally arrested on sus- 
picion of the Bridgewater mur- 
der when he made his alleged 
confession. The officer who 
took the confession was De- 
tective Constable John Perkins, 
later disciplined over a 1986 
case involving allegations of 
fabricated statements. Two for- 
mer jurors have also publicly 
distanced themselves from the 
guilty verdicts. 
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a>i37m dowry ior museums renaissance 


David Lister and 
Stephen Goodwin 

The National Lottery yesterday 
handed out a bonanza of £137m 
to 23 major museums and -gal- 
leries ranging from the Tate 
Gallery in London to a new Na- 
tional "Museum of FbotbaD in 
Preston. 

It left the institutions cele- 
brating a moment as historic as 
the time in 1753 when a previ- 
ous lottery funded the building 
of the British Museum. 

- The grants, which were being 
hailed as heralding a renais- 
sance for museums, were care- 
fullyand strategically allocated 
by the Heritage Lottery Ftrnd 
under Lord Rothschild, sensi- 
tive to past critieisn that the lot- 
tery had favoured high art and 
the capital at the expense of pop- 
ular culture and the regions. 

, iortf Rothschild insisted on 
acknowledging the widest pos- 
sible definition of museum 
cafcarc. With an almost post- 
modernist approach, he saw 

that the money flowed to good 
causes as diverse as displaying 
more of the history of British • 
art, Jgffapmtng the origins of the 
decorations on canal longboats, 
and -saving millions of feet of 

priceless 3nd tcJe ”? on 

material from decomposition. 

The T&te Gallery m London, 
receiving £l8.7m wj abfc to 
confirm expansion of its MUJ- 





I 

i 



life back into museum lungs will 
be a great achievement for the 
National Lottery. This country 
has a spectacular inheritance 
both in terms of museums and 
the collections inside them. By 
the end of the century we would 
fike to have helped to sweep out 
the nation’s attics and cellars 
and to enable the treasures of 
this country to be accessible not 
only to the people of the Unit- 
ed Kingdom bat also to (he 
world through developments 
in Information Technology." 

Loyd Grossman, chairman of 
the Campaign for Museums, 
said last night: “1 am delighted. 
With the help of thjs£137mand 
the £45m of other funding that 




Grart bonanza: MchoiagSen^ WeTBfti GaMeiy's rftnectoq tmvegs Mdrte n treasures yesterday Photograph: Peter Macdanrrid 


pictures out of storage and on 
to. t&plav — Gainsboroughs, 

Hogarthsi Hockneysdtf/. It wtfl 


1 ph« ( 


also have an additional en- 
trance with a grand staircase 
KnVfn g the old and new galleries. 

Further along the cultural 
spectrum a £5. 7m grant was ap- 
proved in principle- for a Na- 
tional Museum of RotbslL.lt : 
will be located at Preston North 
End’ s Deepdale stadium - the 
oldest ground in die Football 
League, founded in 1888. 

The National %oerways Mu- 
seum at Gloucester received a 
£1.4m grant to help improve gal- 
leries, education, research and 
viator service. Thirty rare items 
of “roses and castles” ware will 
go an display for the first time. 


QUICKLY 


A narrowboat, decorated with 
;■ brightly coloured roses and fan- 
tasy castles is die classic linage 
of the canals of England. But 
the origins of the boatmen’s art 
remain uncertain, and the 
award will help fond research. 

Three museums in Man- 
chester will share £35 m with 
£15m going towards a project to 
extend Manchester Art GaDeiy. 
The increased Space wfll enable 
a dramatic increase from 5" to 
50 per cent of the amount of the 
collection that can be shown. 
Manchester Museum received . 
mm and the dry’s Museum of 
Science and Industry received 


£8An towards its expansion^ 

Elsewhere, the Welsh Slate 
Museum in LlanbeHs was 
awarded il.fa^and the Muse- 
urn ctf Scottish Country Life re- 
ceived £&n- Museums in 
London which received support 
indude the Wllace CoUection 
(£7.2m) and the National Por- 
tiait Gallery (£11.9mJ. 

Almost £14m is being given 
to the British Film Institute to , 
enabteit to record and conserve 
a vast backlog of uncatalogued - 
matetiaL The National Him and 
Television Archive holds over. 
300,000 titles dating back to 
1895. But although the BFI cur- 


rently preserves nearly 3 million 
feet of decomposing film each 
year, the acquisition of nitrate 
film, safety film and television 
has outstripped its cataloguing 
and inspection resources. 

Jeremy Thomas, chairman of 
the BFI, said the lottery injec- 
tion would go a long way to al- 
lay fears thk-“aspects 'of our 
precious 'film and television 
heritage might be lost forever’’. 

LordRofoscbikl, chairman of 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
hailed the awards as enabling “a 
much needed 'renaissance for 
museums of the United King- 
dom.” He went on: “Breathing 


the £45m of other funding that 
will be invested in these projects, 
many of our local authorities, 
universities and national insti- 
tutions will be able to realise 
their vision of serving and ed- 
ucating the public as wc move 
into the new century." 

It is a far cry from 1753 when 
a national lotteiy funded the 
buflding of the British Museum. 
That lottery raised £101,95Z 
seven sbQhngs and sixpence. And 
in those less egalitarian times the 
museum was open only to “the 
learned and cunous”. It was a few 
more years before the privilege 
was extended to the public. 
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’ -. ' - Eiailw^’s free ride 

Palestine torture 
At least 10 people have been 
tortured to death while in the 


custody of the Palestinian se- 

!irr^ 

move into Gaza and the West 

redundant >«.* 
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Woman in hospital after 
fresh outbreak of E.coli 

A woman is seriously ill in an Edinburgh hospital in a fresh 
outbreak of the E. coli 0157 food-poisoning bacteria which has 
claimed 20 lives in Scotland in recent months. 

Five people in the Scottish Borders have been confirmed as 
having the bacteria, although only one is in hospital 
Tom Skinner, the secretary of Bordets Health Board said the 
woman, who has not been named, is being treated at Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary'. He said that two of the cases appeared to be 
unrelated but the other three, including the woman in hospital had 
attended a traditional Scottish supper in the village of Roberton on 
7 February. Health chiefs say they want anyone who was at the 
supper and who may have experienced symptoms to attend a 
special clinic, although, at this stage, the source of the outbreak is 
not known, and investigations are continuing. 

Trawler skipper walks free 

Joseph O'Connor, the operator of a trawler which sank with the 
loss of its six-crew, walked free yesterday after the Court of Appeal 
quashed his three-year sentence for manslaughter. 

Three judges, headed by the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Bingham, 
ruled that the Crown's amendment of the charges on the 27th day 
of the trial at Bristol Crown Court last year rendered his conviction 
■‘unsafe". Originally Mr O'Connor, 44, from Plymouth, was 
charged with causing the deaths by gross negligence of the six 
named members of the crew. It emerged during the trial that the 
jury would only be able to convict if they found that all six would 
have died when the Pescado sank off the coast of Cornwall. 

A new charge was added which alleged the manslaughter of a 
person unknown. This allowed the jury to find him guilty if it was 
shown that at least one person would have died because of a failure 
to provide adequate safety equipment aboard the vessel which the 
prosecution alleged was “unseaworthy and unstable”. Lord 
Bingham said the amendment “may well have worked injustice on 
ihe appellant". 

Lord Chancellor goes to court 

Lord Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor, is being taken 
to court over the 
controversial hike in court 
fees introduced last month. 
Lord Justice Simon Brown, 
the judge in charge of 
judicial review cases has 
directed an expedited 
hearing of the case, 
believed to be the first of its 
kind, on 5 March. 

The challenge is being 
brought by former 
businessman John With am, 
50. who is on income 
support and cannot afford a 
£500 fee to issue a writ for libel. The new fee rules, brought in on 15 
January, increased the m aximum writ fee from £120 to a maximum of 
£500 and abolished the exemption for people on income support. If 
Mr Witham succeeds. Lord Mackay may have to pay back lees 
collected since the rules came into effect. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Referendum Party takes Tory votes 

Up to a fifth of the people who voted for the Conservatives in the last 
general election could vote for the Referendum Party this time, 
according to a new poll of 1.000 previous Conservative voters. Fifty- 
one per cent would still vote Tory, 13 per cent Labour and 4 per cent.. 
Liberal Democrat, if there were an election tomorrow. That would 
leave the Conservatives with just under three-quarters of their vote at 
the 1992 general election. James Capel, the City investment bank 
who organised the poll, has also increased the odds on a 100-seai . 
Labour landslide from 20 per cent to 30 per cent. Diane Coyle 

Man held in Billie- Jo investigation 

A 36-year-old man was being questioned yesterday in connection 
with the murder of Billie- Jo Jenkins, the 13-year-old girl found 
beaten to death in her back garden in Hastings on Saturday. The 
police stressed that charges were not imminent and all inquiries 
were continuing. Jason Bennetto. 

Gangster jailed for life 

An American gangster who ordered the contract execution of 
accountant David Wilson was jailed for life yesterday. 

Michael Austin. 41, was found guilty, by a unanimous verdict, of 
the murder of the 47-yeac-old father of two. shot in the head by 
masked gunmen at his luxury home near Choriey. Lancashire, in 
March 1992, while his wife and two daughters were held hostage. 
Austin, of Fort Lee, New Jersey, pleaded not guilty. During the 
five-week trial amid heightened security at Liverpool Crown Court 
the prosecution told how he masterminded a multi-million pound 
cigarette fraud. Mr Wilson, used as a middle-man by Austin, was 
murdered on Austin's orders after he spoke to police. The verdict 
came as Mr Wilson’s widow, Barbara, lay on a Life-support 
machine. She died last night, reportedly after a brain haemorrhage. 





Nick Ross: Never found his way into the BBC’s heavyweight elite of radio anchormen 

Don’t call Nick Ross - he’s 
hanging up his microphone 


N ick Ross is quitting his popular morning phone- 
in programme on Radio 4 after 10 years, hav- 
ing never got the call to become one of the 
corporation's dlite group of heavyweight anchormen. 

The final straw for the 49-year-old presenter - who 
aired his grievances at a meeting of BBC executives 
on Tuesday - is believed to have come when Peter 
Sissons was asked to take over his slot during the forth- 
coming general election campaign, when it will link- 
up with television for a series oft 7 bi-media debates 
involving leading politicians. 

Call Nick Ross had also been rumoured to be high 
on a list of programmes which are to be axed or dras- 
tically revamped in a series of sweeping changes by 
Radiol's new controller, James Boyle, and his fresh- 
.ly .hired squad of thirtysomething commissioning ed- 
itors. ~- 

The show has made headlines, notoriously when 
anfomate at a high-security prison called in to sym- 
pathise with the former Prison Service chief, Derek 
Lewis, sacked by the Home Secretary, Michael 


Howard, in 1995, and when Nick Ross admitted lis- 
teners with regional accents were more likely to get 
tiieir views cured than Londoners. 

But Mr Ross - who also presents Crimewatch UK 
onBBCI - is being careful not to alienate his employers 
as he prepares to bow out Diplomatically, he stated 
yesterday that he had been thinking hard about his 
future since December when the programme celebrated 
its 10th anniversary. 

“It is a huge privilege to chair a phone-in for the Ra- 
dio 4 audience. But a decade is a long time. I need 
to progress, the programme needs to progress and 
the network needs to progress. I wanted to leave on 
a high. It's a great institution, one to which Hi now 
listen and - if I get through - call into/ 

Mr Boyle _ who has been dubbed “McBirt” because 
of his Scottish origins and alleged devotion to BBC 
director-general John Bin's allegedly brutal style of 
management - paid tribute to Ross. “Nick will always 
be a valued contributor to Radio 4/ he said. 

Rob Brown 
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The Belgian for 
whom feme was 
not enough 

It was a bitter-sweet day for David 
Suchet yesterday, when he won a 
prestigious best actor award but 
revealed that his much-loved 
characterisation of Hercule Poirot 
had been given the chop. 

For once the Belgian detective 
was outflanked, after fTV execu- 
tives ruled that the moustachioed 
crimebuster had had his day. 

Suchet. 50 (right), whose inter- 
pretation of the fastidious detec- 
tive in Poirot still earns him 100 
fan letters a week, said: 1 love 
him. I would love to cany on play- 
ing him. I wish I was, but it looks 
as though the curtain has come 
down on that” 

He added: “I think Poirot is 
such an easy man to live with, and 
1 like his quirks, I like his fastidi- 
ousness and his little eccentrici- 
ties. I never get bored with him at 
all.’ 

The makers of Poirot LWT, con- 
firmed yesterday that it would 
come to an end after the sixth se- 
ries, which has already been 
filmed, is shown. It is expected to 
go out later this year. 



The actor revealed the news on 
the day he took the London 
Theatre Critics’ Award for best ac- 
tor, an honour he narrowly missed 
last Sunday at the Laurence Olivi- 
er awards. 

He had been tipped to win for 
his powerful performance oppo- 
site Dame Diana Rigg in the wild- 
ly-acclaimed production of Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? at the 
Aldwych theatre, but it went to 
Antony Sher for Stanley at the 
National. 

Janet McTeer, however, won 
best actress for her role in The 
Doll's House — having also taken 
the title at the Oliviers. 

Marianne Macdonald 


Mother refused to 
accept son’s death 

A mother’s determination meant 
that her son was alive and well 
yesterday, after doctors had told 
her and her husband to take him 
home to die. 

When heart experts told Joshua 
Law’s parents, Janet and John, 
they could not do anything for him, 
Mrs Law refused to accept this and 
put out an appeal on local radio. 
Specialists at Birmingham Chil- 
dren’s Hospital were alerted and 
offered to help. 

Joshua who was bom at Rother- 
ham District General Hospital, had 
a serious heart abnormality and 
had been taken to Killingbeck Hos- 
pital, Leeds, there his parents say 
they were told there was nothing 
doctors there could do. 

But in Birmingham, a £13,000 
open-heart operation was carried 
out He was given the all clear 72 
hours later. He will need a second 
operation but will be able to live a 
normal life. 

“I knew there must be some- 
thing that could be done, you can’t 
give up" said Mrs Law. 

A spokeswoman for Killingbeck 
Hospital said: “Whatever decision 
was taken was a clinical decision.” 


MEDICINE 

Screening for diseases can 
damage your health 

Screening for diseases could scriowsJy damage yw health, 
according to the British Medical Journal- Hu «e wn» 1 rceen c 
positive results may suffer needlessly Ukwb «H_ "l*^**^ 
those who screen negatively erroneously belieie the> ljii maintain 

their unhealthy lifestyles, it warned. . . Kjllh 

Ptoplc found in workplace screening programmes o iuw high 
Wood pressure took more time off sick, had increased amieiy 
and saw themselves as less healthy, regardless ot whether mew 
hvpenen&ion warranted treatment. . , 

In cholesterol screening, several studies have shown a reiluctu n 
in deaths from heart diseases but a small increase in total 
mortality. This, it is suggested, is because men who know they are 
more at risk from heart disease may lake other risks as well. 

The authors warn that those who receive negative results ma> 
also ignore future consequences of their behaviour “f or example, 
those who sereen negative for cancer may feel safe continuing 
smoking." Glenda Cooper 

SCIENCE 

Bookies cut odds on Nessie 

Bookmakers yesterday slashed the odds on the Loch Ness monster 
emerging from its lair by the end of 1997. News of the discm ei? of 
a deep underwater cavern in the loch sent Ladbrokes into a panic, 
cutting its odds on the discovery of the monster this year by a 

^George Edwards, a 44-year-old Nessie- watcher from 
P ramnadro chit. on the shore of the Loch, revealed yesterday that 
be had known about the cavern Tor a week- In the topsy-turvy 
world of pre-millennium, pre-election Britain, the boobies ate 
faking no chances and responded as if Edwards bad happened 
upon a footprint of the monster itself, slashing the odds from >5®- 
1 to a measly 100-1. Last night an Aberdeen underwater survey 
company offered to spend £10,000 on filming the cavern, using 
technology devised for the North Sea oil industry, Inn Burrell 



EMPLOYMENT 

Growth in temporary jobs 

The number of temporary workers unable to find permanent jobs 
has grown by a half since lhe 1992 General Election, according lo 
an analysis of official figures by the House of Commons library . 

The research, supplied to Peter Main. Labour's employment 
spokesman, shows there ate now more than half a million 
“reluctant" temporary workers. 

The data reveals that temporary employment as a whole' 'ten 
risen by a third, to 1.586,001). with increases of more than a half in 
East Anglia and London. The analysis also reveals that half of all 
claimants who leave the unemployment register for u job are back 
on the dole within a year. Barrie Clement 

HEALTH 

A lifetime paying price of poverty 

Wealth and soda] class determine your health throughout your 
life, with the less well off particularly susceptible to heart disease, 
hra studies in today’s British Medical Journal call for action to 
redress inequalities in health after “many years of inaction". 

The first study carried ont in Glasgow found that the risk of 
heart attacks Increased sharply with increasing deprivation while 
the chance of reaching hospital alive decreased and the chance of 
dying during the attack increased. 

The other study carried out in the west of Scotland found that 
the lower yoor social class the more likely you are to be heavier, 
smoke cigarettes, and have bronchitis and angina. 

Manual workers were also shorter with worse lung function and 
less likely to have never smoked. Glenda Cooper 

UTILITIES 

British Gas complaints failing 

Complaints against British Gas are on the decrease for the first 
time in months, the Gas Consumers’ Council disclosed yesterday. 
But the January figures - which showed an overall decrease of 
6 per cent in complaints which consumers had already tried to 
resolve themselves - followed an unprecedented number of 
complaints during 1996. 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 
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With Dell, things just ger better and better. For only £1.199 (£1.438.20 inc.de!.* VAT), we re offering a 
Dell Dimension ‘ XPS Ml66s with a Pentium® Processor with MMX 1 * technology. Because if comes with MMX 
technology it can run between 10% and 20% faster under todays normal business applications. It also 
includes a powerful 12 Speed CD-ROM Drive and a 3Gb Hard Drive. And were giving you additional : 
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Upgrade Options 

Special Price For this Dimension XPS Ml 66s bundle only 
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and an upgrade ta AQ290 speakers 

Only £100 (£il7JDwc VAI1 
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John Lichfield 

Paris - 

For months there has been talk 
of a new French revolution, a 
rebellion of the masses against 
the failures and schemes of the 
61ite. Instead we have a revolt 
of the dlite against the masses. 
Or more accurately, a passion- 
ate protest of the Le Mottde- 
reading classes against the 
direction the masses might be 
led by the ultrarighL 

It could happen only in 
France and it is, m many ways, 
to the great credit of France that 
it should be so. It may be, how- 
ever, that the greatest short- 
term beneficiary will be - 
perversely - Jean Marie Le 
Fen’s Front National. 

. The French intelligentsia — 
u n flattering^ labelled in Bri tain 
the chattering classes - have 
mobilised in the last week on a 
scale, and with an intensity of 
purpose, not seen in years. 

An avalanche of petitions, 
signed by thousands of people, 
has engulfed the French gov- 
ernment. Most of the signato- 
ries belong vaguely to the 
centre-left, but by no means alL 
Many are previously political- 
ly inactive. All declare a will- 
ingness to go to jail rather than 
obey a proposed new law 
against illegal immigration (no 
such penalty is actually envis- 
aged, but no matter). 

The signatories range from ■ 
the internationally celebrated- 
such as Catherine Deneuve, 
Isabelle Huppert, Jeanne 
Moreau, Bertrand Tkvemier - 
to the proudly obscure. One pe- 
tition is entitled "121 people 
with names difficult to pro- 
nounce*'. Another is called the 
"appeal of the unknowns of 
Saweterre-de-Rouergue". 

Although their notional tar- - 
get is the clumsy, new, immi- 
gration law, due to be finalised 
next week, their fundamental ■ 
objective is dear: to make a 
ringing dedamticm agamstjhe 
ultra-right, xenophobic Front 
National, following its elec- 
toral triumph in VitroDes, near 
Marseilles earlier this month. 


The theatre director, Ari- 
aue Mnonchkine, said: “We 
are witnessing something very 
beautiful A moral revolt 
against a Fiance afflicted by the 
gangrene of the taareme-righL" 
The centre-right government 
of the Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
p6 has responded in the way it 
generally responds to deter- 
mined protest. It has given 
ground and hopes the problem 
will go away. It has agreed to 
scrap the most contentious 
clause in the new bill: a re- 
quirement that French citizens 
housing certain categories of 


far a 

shocked them; the immigra- 
tion law gave them a ready- 
made cause (no matter that it 
amounted to a tighter re- 
wording of a law introduced by 
the Socialists IS years ago). - 
President Chirac, a wily read- 
er of the national political 
mood, is said to be deeply con- 
cerned abour the consequences 
for his emu ramshackle centre- 

hamentaiy elections!*’ ?he 
Socialist Party leader, Lionel 
Jospin, ignored the protests at 


calling on French conscripts to 

desert rather than be posted to 
the war in Algeria. 

Unlike earlier campaigns 
however, the leaders of the 
present revolt are mostly young 
and up-and-coming and not 
linked to any specific party or 
ideology. like Mr Tavernier, 
they axe deepty Firench bat also 
citizens of a cnlmral and com- 
mercial world ' suns Jmnt&res: 
precisely the worid that fills the 
potential FN voters, and many 
other Reach people, with dread. 



Directing the action: A press conference held bytHmcfirectois 
opposing ttio immigration law 


farrignem should iafbnntheau- 
thcmtiesiri«a^vi^nKinave 
on.- (Tlus.it Was dflhned, "would 
turn France into a nation of 
racist police spies). 

• The government concession 
has been contemptuously re- 
turns '- 45 major ones in Ihris 
to date and scores more from 
the provinces - are still piling 
up: from statisticians,, archae- 


toerapaers, cmetoa, owners— 
A Targe demonstration of peo, 
pie in expensive coafs is planned 
m Paris tomorrow. • 

■* riDier ■■ 

depressed by the betrayals and 
faflures of Mitterrandjsm, had 
fallen into a kind of apolitical 
trance in recent years, They 


flist,btxtisnowhuffiiigandpuff-- 
ing to catch up with his own po- 
tential troops. 

. It all began on Wednesday of 
last week when 59 movie di- 
rectors published the first peti- 
tion, They were rapidly 
followed by writers, lawyers 
and journalists. The movement 
bust into flames on Sunday with 
tixe presentation of a petition 
ftom 402 actors, including such 
monstres stunts as Deneuve,. 
Moreau, Huppert, Miou-Mion. 

Petitions are a French tradi- 
tion going-back to the Dreyfus 
case at the turn of the century. 
The presen tcanmaig^witii its 
direct appeal to break the law, 
has been compared to a petition 
circulated in 1960 by Jean-Paul 
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, 


bill as their cause, they are vul- 
nerable to the standard accu- 
sation of the Runt- National: 
that the intellectiial Site is 
mace concerned about for- 
eigners than the French. The 
immigration bill, though badly 
drafted and much amended 
back and forth, is not the Dra- 
conian instrument the peti- 
tioners complain ofc 

Out in the suburbs beyond 
the ptriphirique motorway, il- 
legal immigration is a genuine 
problem, for French citizens and 
legitimate immigrants alike. 
Nothing in the protesters’ 
rhetoric recognises such a le- 
gitimate amtiety. Unlike the in- 
tellectuals of the 1960s, they rsk 
ali g nin g themselves not with a 
romanticised French proletari- 
at, but against a demonised, 
white working class. 

In the tactical, short term, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen has. every 
reason to smile. Just when the 
economy and jobless figures 
appeared to be looking up, the 
petitions have placed immigra- 
tion at the centre of the politi- 
cal debate. They have also 
severely restricted. the room 
for anti-Ront manoeuvres of 
Messrs Chirac and Juppd. 

In the longer run, however, 
the protest is a healthy re- 
nunderof the strong attadnnent 
to humanist values in Ranee. 
VitroBes was a wanting of the 
RNs strength. The speed with 
which the petition brush fire-; 
moved from Che arts through the 
professions, and out into the ‘ 
provinces, is a reminder of its 
ultimate weakness. 



Intellectual inspiration: Jean-Pa uf Sartre's petition to persuade conscripts not to fight in Algeria in 1960 is regarded as 
the model for the petitions drawn up this year Photograph: Henri Cartier-Bresson 


British found to be a nation of Muslim haters 
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V“-‘ V Clare Gamer . 

■' ,.}e:' Britain is becoming a nation of Mus- 
lim-haters. Over the last 20 years, br 
s oifi: lampphobia — a word coined to 
yft' express the dread or hatred of Islam 
and Muslims - tesbecome “more ex- 
plicit, more extreme and more 
" ''+&*■ dangerous” in this country, accord- 
" ^ ing to a report published next 
week. . 

The Runnymede Trust, an inde- 
pendent think-tank on race-rda- 
lih'i' irons which last year set up a Comr 

^ mission on British Muslims and Is- 

- lamophobia to conduct the first in- 
vestigation of its kind, has identified 
seven ^ “tett-tale features" of anti-Mus- 
lim prejudice. 

It highlights the dangers of such 


attitudes on incfividnaJs and society, 
and demands action. ' 

“Islamopbobic discourse, some- 
times blatant but frequently subtle 
and coded , '» part of the fabric of 
everyday life in modern. Britain, in 
much the same ways that anti-Semitic 
discourse was taken for granted 
earlier in the centnxy,” according to 
the consultation paper, a draft of 
which has been leaked esodusively to. 
The Independent. \ 

The national epidemic of anti- 
Muslim sentiment mutes moderate 
voices within Muslim communities, 
driving them into tiro hands of ex- 
temists. Islamophohia is feeding 
“^febstopbobK*^^ 
thereirorL 

Members of the commission in- 


chide ti» ffidwp of London, Richard 
Chartres; Rabbi Julia Neuberger; 
Professor Akbar Ahmed, a Cam- 
bridge don and Britain’s leading 
Muslim academic; Dr Richard 
Stone, chair of the Jewish Council 
for Racial Equality; and Ian Harg- 
reaves, editor of New Statesman. 

fcdamophobia, a dual “demonisa- 
riozT of the one million Muslims at 
home and abroad, is largely blamed 
on the the promulgation of “preju- 
diced and antagonistic comments, 
mostly subtle but sometimes blatant 
and crude” in the media- “Where the 
media lead, many wIQ follow ” writes 
Professor Gordon Conway, vice- 
chancellor of the University of Sus- 
sex, who chairs the commission.. 

The first of the seven features of 


islampbobia is that Muslim cultures 
are seen as “monofithkf and “un- 
changing”, “intolerant ofphzraluzn 
and dispute”. 

As a consequence of such over- 
simplification, criticisms in the 
British media of countries such as 
Iraq; Iran or Saudi Arabia are un- 
derstood as “coded attacks" on 
Muslims in places such as Bradford, 
Birmingham or Tbwer Hamlets. 

Claims that Muslim cultures are 
wholly different from other cultures 
amipx^thesecondfeatriroStaeo- 
types cited in the report include that 
Muslim cultures mistreat women, 
whereas other religions and cul- 
tures have outgrown patriarchy, sex- 
ism and misogyny, and that they are 
fondameatafirt in tb«r intiapretattau 


of saiptures, but analogous literal- 
ism is unknown in other faiths. 

Third, Islam is often seen as im- 

Sbrouraem^tiom^silam as a suc- 
cessor to and co mmunism, 

and contains imagery of both inva- 
sion and infiltration. The report 
quotes an article by Charles Moore 
in The Spectator in which he refers 
to “hooded hordes”. 

Claims that Islam’s adherents use 
their faith mainly fcr political pur- 
poses and for strategic and military 
advantage are the fourth “tell-tale” 
feature of islarDOphobia.Tbe fifth is 
that hatred of Islam is often mixed 


This “crude colour racism” is com- 
bined with a belief that “South 


Asian customs threaten to swamp 
and adulterate...lhe historic indige- 
nous culture of the British nation.” 

F urtherm ore, although Muslims 
have “important perspectives and in- 
sights” to contribute to debates 
about Western liberalism, moderni- 
ty and secularism - bu t they are fre- 
quently dismissed out of band. The 
final feature is the acceptance of is- 
lamophobia as natural and unprob- 
lematic. “The expression of 
anti-Muslim ideas and sentiments is 
increasingly respectable," claims the 
report. 

The consequences of islamopho- 
bia include injustice, limitations of 
personal freedom and sense of be- 
longing, a lack of co-operation in ma- 
jor shared problems snch as urban 


poverty and deprivation, dangers of 
disorder (the majority of people 
killed by racist violence in recetn 
yearn have been Muslims), and the 
lost opportunity of cultural inter- 
change. 

Many of the commission’s pro- 
posals were echoed at yesterdays 
launch of a document, Election 
1997 and British Muslims - For a Fbir 
and Caring Society”, by the UK Ac- 
tion Committee on Islamic Affairs 
(UKAC1A). 

The umbrella body for national, 
regional and local institutions and 
mosques, called for government 
funding for Muslim schools and 
changes to the Race Relations Act 
which does not outlaw dfsaimination 
on the grounds of religion. 
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*4 j 9 - John Major. 

1 ^ “Madam Speaker. As I 
JL mJ rise to speak i am 
conscious that around me collect 
the shades of great Tories past of 
leaders such as the Iron Duke, 
such as Benjamin Disraeli, such 
as Randolph Churchill, such as 
Arthur Balfour, leaders who - 
like me - rose in this House to 
oppose changes to our historic, 
unwritten constitution, and to 
save the nation from the damage 
that such thoughtless change 
would inevitably create. 

Let me start with the so-called 
Great Reform Act, which would 
do away with many historic seats 
- constituencies like Dunwich 
that have lasted a thousand vears 


DAyiD»» -I 

ronovitch 


New dangers in a 
changing world 


- on the spurious basis that they 
have no voters in them. But 
Dunwich is still therel StDl part of 
this United Kingdom (albeit 
under the sea)! And as for 
abolishing pocket boroughs, 
would this not sever the organic 


and ancient link between the local 
squires and parliament? Has the 
honourable gentleman considered 
the effects on the country’s pot- 
wallopers and burgage tenants of 
the removal of the franchise? No. 

I say - New Whigs, New Danger! 


Lei us move on to the 
pernicious suggestions (of a 
small band of disgruntled and 
disaffected radicals) for altering 
the whole bass upon which 
members sit in this House and 
are elected. Consider the effect 
on the necessary trust between 
elector and elected of the 
introduction of secret ballots. Or 
the venality loosed by any 
decision to pay MPs. Or the 
dangers inherent in an extension 
of voting to anyone, no matter 
bow small their stake in the 
country and its economy. New 
Chartists, New Danger! 

I turn now to the break-up of 
the United Kingdom - and most 
specifically to the proposal for 


Irish Home Rule. For 10 
centuries now, our destiny and 
that of our Irish brethren has 
marched in tandem, our unity has 
strengthened both nations. To 
that end, irishmen have served 
the Empire, and laid down their 
lives for its unity. To break that 
link will inevitably mean the end 


of the United Kingdom entirely. 
New Nationalism. New Danger! 


But what. Madam Speaker, 
about the reform that would sow 
disharmony and discord in the 
very bosoms of the families of 
Britain, and set husband against 
wife and brother against sister? 

I refer, of course, to Votes for 
Women. When the husband has 
come to a conclusion about which 


vote would best represent the 
interests of his family and his 
country, is this to be cancelled out 
bv the woman who stands most to 
gain from his choice? This is the 
high rood to disaster. No, Madam 
Speaker. New Suffrage. New 
Danger! . 

It is hardly surprising then, that 
I must also oppose suggestions to 
devolve power outside this House 
and away from this government, 
to enact unnecessary and 
inhibiting Freedom of 
Information Acts, to curb the 
rights of peers who sit in the 
Lords by right of birth, to in any 
way alter the present voting 
system- AH such change would be 
immensely damaging to this 


countrv. and we will leave no fear 
uninvoked. no argument unused 
and no nil unpicked in our 
crusade to defeat such change. 
New Labour, New Danger! 

Now Madam Speaker, that wv 
are opposed to all reforms, m- 
did awav with a Nxly to represent 
• tu. ihi* Kinclc 


0" 


uiu itnuT — . -- ... ■ , 

London. We signed the Single 
cimMw Act. Uurdlv a vear has 


Europe Act. Hardly a year has 
passed without an alteration to 
the powers of local government. 
But none of these impinged upon 
the ability of the Government to 
govern. And that. Madam 
Speaker, is the ultimate test that 
we must apply to all such 
attempts to change our ancient 
British constitution. I beg to 
move." (To rv benches: Hear, hear) 


Tactical voting 



group incurs 
Labour wrath 
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Michael Streeter 


The Labour Party has been 
accused of shooting itself in the 
foot after threatening possible 
legal action against a tactical 
voting organisation. 

The group called GROT (Get 
Rid of Them) describes itself as 
an anti-lory tactical voting cam- 
paign whose sole aim is to 
remove as mam* Conservative 
MPs as possible' in the general 
election. Ithas targeted 90 seats 
in which it believes tactical vot- 
ing. either for Labour or Liber- 
al Democrat candidates, could 
oust a Tory MP. 

However, a leaflet issued by 
GROT in the Milton Keynes 
South West constituency urging 
Liberal Democrats to vote 
Labour has angered the Labour 
Party. 

A letter from the party’s 
lawyers. Steel & Shamash. says 
the leaflet could be construed 
as election expenses on behalf 
of the Labour candidate and 
possibly breach the restrictions 
governing election expenditure. 

The letter, sent on 5 Febru- 
aiy, demands that GROT stops 
leafieting in Milton Keynes and 
other constituencies. 

It adds: ‘The strictures laid 
down in this letter are equally 
applicable to tiiose constituen- 
cies and our clients wish to make 


it absolutely clear that they dis- 
sociate themselves completely 
from your campaign and that no 
authorisation will be given by 
any Labour candidate or elec- 
tion agent for your leaflets to be 
included in their return of elec- 
tion expenses." 

GROT'S spokesperson, Pat- 
ti Akrigg, described the letter as 
“extraordinary", adding: “It’s a 
foot-shooting exercise. They 
have so much more to gain from 
our help.” 

She said the letter had caused 
“near panic” among some 
organisers who could be legal- 
ly libel if the party sued. At least 
one member has already left 
GROT because of the legal 
warning 

As a result the group's 
co-chairman Bruce Kent, a for- 
mer Labour candidate and 
leading figure in the campaign 
for nuclear disarmament, has 
written to GROT supporters 
asking them not to incur any 
expenses in backing a liberal 
Democrat or Labour candi- 
date without the consent of 
that party's local election agent. 

GROT believes that tactical 
voting by supporters of the 
thirdparty for the main rival to 
the Conservative candidate in 
targeted seats could remove 
scores of Tory MPs. 

The organisation is now 


confined largely to writing let- 
ters to local and national news- 
papers and it is trying to hind 
a national advertising cam- 
paign. 

Bob Godall, a GROT cam- 
paign worker, said: “This sort of 
implied threat will just make us 
try harder." 

The organisation is writing to 
local newspapers in the Wirral 
South constituency urging the 
electorate there to vote tactically 
in next Thursday’s by-election. 

In the 1992 general election, 
the Conservatives received 
25,590 votes. Labour 17,407 
and the Liberal Democrats 
6.581 - which if switched to 
Labour would bring them close 
to the Tories. 

An opinion poQ yesterday in 
the Liverpool Daily Post put 
Labour 12 points ahead of the 
Tories - but suggested that 
one-fifth of the electorate was 
still undecided. 

A Labour Party spokes- 
woman said yesterday that the 
letter had been sent because of 
the strict laws surrounding elec- 
tion expenses incurred by indi- 
vidual parties. 

On the value of GROT cam- 
paign the spokeswoman added: 
“They advocate voting Liberal 
Democrat in some seats - we 
would ask people to vote 
Labour in every seat." 
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John Prescott, deputy Labour leader, greeting the 
deputy prime minister, Michael Heseltfne, before 
a television debate on Merseyside in front of Wirral 
South voters yesterday. Menzies Campbell of the 
Liberal Democrats was caught in traffic. 


When it did begin, the debate was marred by When the cameras stopped roiling Mr Hesel- 
abtise hurled at the politicians. A woman was tine, who had borne the brunt of abuse, was heard 
screaming at Mr Hesettine that he had lied to vot- to mutter of the audience: “Card-carrying mem- 
ers and Mr Prescott sticky moment came when bers of the Labour Party." 
quizzed about selective schools. Photograph: John Voos 
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you to compare their savings 
rates with the top 30 
banks and building societies. 



pentium 


Why not with Direct Line? 


Get a life! 


Direct Line 
Instant Access 
Account 



Nationwide 
Cash Builder Instant 
Access Account 
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Because they know our savings races are higher, that’s why. 

With Direct Line you also get instant access and high returns without 
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Anthony Bevins 

PoliticaLEditor 


rejoins fray over Europe 


A pro-European alliance of 
Kenneth Clarke, Tony Blair 
and Lord Howe, the fonner 
deputy Prime Minister, yester- 
day forced John Major to dump 
Wednesday’s “hostility" to the 
single currency. " 

Challenged by the Labour 
leader at Commons Question 
Time, the Prime Minister said 
be hacked the view of his Chan- 
cellor, that the Government 
was “not hostile in its attitude 
to a single currency - the posi- 
tion remains that we have an 
open option". 

The double U-turn -in which 
the Government turned firiJ-dr- 
cle to the precarious balance : 
, hammered out between cabinet 
factions last month - began to 
emerge after a meeting be- 
tween Mr Clarke and Malcolm 
Rifldnd, the Foreign Secretary, 
in the early hours of yesterday. 

In a statement issued to the 
• Reuters, news agehry, the two 
men announced: “We are hos- 
tile to the notion that a single 
currency can proceed at any 
stage on a non-coovergent basis.” 

That complex formula was 
the only way in which the two 
men could square the circle of 
Mr Rifkind's Wednesday state- 
ment, that the Government 
was on balance “hostile to a sin- 
gle currency”, and the cabinet 
agreement of -23 January. 

The Cabinet had thwi 
agreed that h was “veiy unlikely 
but not impossible” that the sin- 
gle currency could proceed, 
with or without sterling partic- 
ipation, at the start of 1999. 

But it became dear during 
the course of yesterday morn- 



PRIME MINISTER'S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


John Major Mswred Btair unequivocally, stating Ms 
Majni* agreement witti Kenneth Chute that the Gouem- 
. ment is “Hot hostile in r& attitude to a single 

o/lO currency'. 

TonV Blair astad Major to state ftat toe Government 

pui was not hostile to the single currency. This he 
Biair dW . ctearty showing Mr Ritfond's recent words 
6 / 10 - on- the subject to have been a gaffe. 



THEMES OF THE DAY 


NHS bureaucracy (Eddie O'Hara, Lab. Knowsley South; Michael Stephen. 
C. Shorsham) • 

Redaction of the Nation*} Debt (John Marshall, C. Hendon South] 
The Prince 1 * IVust {Charles Goodson-Wldes, C, Wimbledon) 
rimeloPe expansion oversea* (William McKeivey, Lab. Rastey South] 
The possibility of trU for the Lodnrtrie bombing suspects (Tam 
DatyelJ, Lab. Linlithgow; Sir Teddy TByte; C, .Southend East) 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


Blair ashed Major to repeat the Ghanceflor's recant re-assertion that the Gov- 
ernment was not hostile to the single currency and that the Option to join re- 
mained open. Mai or replied, *o( course I agree wWi my Rt Hon Friend*, in 
that case, would Major disown Conserathe Central Office 'who have been 
briefing that, fci offset, tie has closed tfta option on Joining... T" “No one has 
been briefly to that effect', sad Major. He concluded that the Government 
was fer more united than the Labour ftontbancti. 



Sir Tfeddy Taylor 

DatyeJI had given prior notice of a 
question on the Lockerbie bom tang, 
and the Speaker allowed Taylor an 
ekxtuenl supptewntery. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


Charles G oodson- Widens, 

appeared surprised when he was 
cal ted by the Speaker, and asked a 
ponderous 81-wordw on the worthy 
work of the Prince’s Trust. 


Back in action: Lent Howe, whose attack on Margaret Thatcher’s hostility to Europe played a crucial part in her demise 


Photograph: David Rose 


ing that if Mr Rifkind’s “slip of 
the tongue” - toe Chancellor’s 
generous explanation for the 
“hostile” position taken by his 
colleague -had been allowed to 
remain as a statement of poli- 
cy, the splits in the Ibiy ranks 
would have threatened to break 
the party itself. Even toe right- 
wing MkhadIfortyfo,Seaie^^ 
of Slate for Scotland suggest- 


ed that Mr Rifkmd had been un- 
wise to stray from the Cabinet’s 
even-handed approach. 

In a BBC radio Today inter- 
view, Lord Howe warned that 
he would find it hard to back a 
government “that is in principle 
hostile to the concept of a sin- 
gle currency”. The man who 
triggered toe downfall of Mar- 
garet Thatcher in 1990 went on: 


“One’s enthusiasm is bound to 
dhninish if one is confronted 
with a series of steps constant- 
ly being. taken in toe wrong di- 
rection.” 

The implicit threat was that 
Lord Ho’we - and other Tbry 
grandees, who sounded a sim- 
ilar warning in a letter to The 
Independent last year - could 
cause every bit as much trouble 


for Mr Major as the Euro- 
sceptics. 

But the movement was not all 
one-sided yesterday. Gordon 
Brown, toe shadow Chancellor, 
said after a Washington meet- 
ing with US Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin that he had told 
him: “In toe judgement of my- 
self and Tony Blair, there are 
real obstacles facing Britain 


andother countries which are in- 
creasingly difficult to overcome 
by 1999. But he went on: “If 
conditions are right, we will re- 
tain the option of joining the sin- 
gle currency in the next 
Parliament arid in toe first wave. 
I do not believe a single currency 
is a threat to the nation-stale ” 
Donald Matin tyre, page 17 
Labour’s £MU criteria, page 19 



lain Puncan-Smith (C, Chingfonh: “Does my Rt Hon Friend not 
have sympathy Id r the victims of the cultural reuolubon’ In 
Islington I Blair’s home borough] Iter example, it is estimated that 
up to 50 per cent of the children there are now educated 
outside the borough.' 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Many Barnes (Lab, North East Derbyshire) asked the Prime 
Minister about the as- yet unpublished electoral register on the 
number of people who had registered to vote: 'are they as bad 
as they were last year?" Major replied that the Cortservarive 
Party had done its best to Improve the figures. 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


m 


| Stephen presented Major with a tasty oM chestnut: Does my Rt 
Hon friend agree that efficient professional administration is vital 
I to the success Of the NHS? Does he recall that when we decided 
| to modernise the system ... the Labour Party were against it?” 

Compiled by Ken Summers 



Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Conseivativeimy over Labour’s 
plansTbr constittrtidnal^efonn 
last night spilled over into alle- 
gations that a Labour govern- 
ment would try to steamroller 
proposals for a Scottish parlia- 
ment through the Commons. 

John Major opened toe first 
set -piece debate against Tony 
Blair in months by attacking. 
Labour's plans as “flawed” and 
warned they would become a 
key issue on which he would 
fight the forthcoming general 
election. 

There were Tory shouts of 
■'disgraceful" when Mr Blair re- 
fused to give a guarantee that 
toe legislation for toe Scottish 
parliament would be taken en- 
tirety on the floor of the Com- 
mons, which could help to 
sidestep possible Labour back- 
bench rebellions. 

The Labour leader accused 
accused toe Tories of “dirty 
tricks” as his keynote speech de- 
fending Labour's constitution- 
al reforms against a sustained 
attack by the Prime Minister was 
repeatedly interrupted by in- 
terventions from ministers and 
Tore backbenches. 

“Wc support devolution - we 
oppose separatism. No change 
is toe enemy of toe union, not 
devolution. 

“1b say you support toe sta- 
tus quo is to defy wit, instruct 
and history ” said Mr Blair. 

David Hunt, toe former Sec- 
retary of State for Wales, chal- 
lenged Mr Blair in the closing 
seconds of his speech to answer 
16 key questions that he had 
failed "to answer over his party’s 
plans for a Scottish parliament 
with tax-raising powers, a Welsh 
assembly and reform to toe 
House of Lords. . . 

With Labour MPs pointing 


across toe chamber at the lory 
benches,, the Speaker, Betty 
Bootorcyd, was drawn into the 
rowwhen she confirmed she had 
seen a piece of paper being 
passed by John Major’s parlia- 
mentary aide, John Ward, to Mr 
Hunt before he intervened. 

The only weaponMr Major 
had, said Mr Hair, was fear, but 
he added: “The Conservatives 
no longer frighten because they 
are no iQDgpthelKved. They are 
not believed about tins, and they 
are not believed about what is 
happening around the country 
as that fear is being driven out 
by the hope of change.” 

Mr Blair was icpe&tedtycfaal- 


4 Tories do not 
frighten us 
because they 
are not believed. 
Hope is driving 
out fear? 


Ienged over toe “West Lothian 
question"- named after the for- 
mer constituency of the Labour 
MP Tam DatyeU, who opposed 
Labour's plans for Scotiisfa de- 
volution m toe 1,970s oh the 
ground that Scottish MPs could 
vote on Issues such as taxation 
in Westminster hut Westminster 
MPs would have no votes in a 
Scottish parliament. 

The Labour leader respond- 
ed by quoting the 1974 Con- 
servative manifesto proposing 
a Scottish parliament, backed by 
Maigaret Thatcher and a string 
of current Cabinet ministers, in- 
cluding Malcolm Riffcmd, the 


Foreign Secretary; Ian Lang toe 
President of the Board of Trade; 
and Michael Forsyth, the Scot- 
tish Secretary, who clashed four 
times with Mr Blair across toe 
despatch boot. ( ■ „ . 

Mr Forsyth, roared on by his 
own side, said the Ibries had 
abandoned Scottish devolution 
because they could not answer 
the West Lothian question. Mr 
Blair said that was “complete 
and total nonsense”. 

The Tbries had an in-built 
- majority in the Lords, said Mr 
Blau. Under a Labour govern- 
ment, over 68 per cent of de- 
feats in the Lords were due to 
hereditary peers, but only 13.5 
. per cent under the Government. 

Opening (he debate, Mr Ma- 
jor rejected Labour’s plans as 
a “ragbag", which could lead to 
employees in England being 
charged an extra 3p in (he 
pound - equivalent to £300 a 
year for a man on aver 
earnings - if they worked 
companies such as RwikFit 
-which had its head office in 
Scotland, and way be subject to 
the higher tax levied by 
Labour’s proposed Scottish par- 
liament. 

■ “The plans drawn up by the 
Labour Party - with the liber- 
al Democrats in tow - are a 
blueprint -that would under- 
mine the unity of toe UK and 
erode the authority of this Par- 
ham enL As they stand, any 
member of this - House should 
be ashamed to endorse them,” 
Mr Major said. 

Liberal Democrat leader, 
Paddy Ashdown said: “1 believe 
this is the right moment for our 
coun try ro replace some of toe 
workup of our constitution and 
our political system. It is the 
right moment to ensure that 
Britain enters the next century 
with a constitutional system tor 
toe modem age.” 


Ashdown caught short 

on income 



Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Liberal Democrats 
vcslcrdav upstaged ihemselves 
on a conimirmcni to impose an 
extra penny on toe standard rate 
of income lax. 

Introducing a prc-manif«ra 
poliev statement ai a London 
press conference. Padity 
Ashdown repeated (he long- 
standing formula that an extra 
penny “may be necessary to 
nay for an extra £2bn to be 
invested in education. 

The UlKTal Democrat leader 
added that the final tax decision 
vWd be disclosed in a speech 
being planned by Malcolm 
Bruce, the party's Treasury 


it- • 




Unfortunately, Mr Ashdown 
had clearly not read toe policy 
statement he was unveiling, 
“Priorities for Britain”. 

There was- some confusion 
and embarrassment when The 
Independent pointed otii that the 
document said: “We will invest 
at least an additional £2bn per 
year in education. We wfll raise 
an extra Ip of income tax to pay 
for this.*’ 

A number of other policy 
shifts were revealed tty the 
paper — including a reduction 
from “up to 750,000" to “near- 
ly half a million" in toe number 
of low-pay employees who 
would be taken out of the 
income tax net - a redistribu- 
tive move financed by a new 
50 per cent top rate of income 


tax for people with a taxable 
income of more than £100,000. 

The Treasury calculates that 

140.000 people would an ex- 
tra £1.4bn with the new 50p, 
higher rate tax band, and that 

470.000 people would be freed 
from tax, at a cost of £1.2bn, if 
personal allowances were 
increased tty £200.. 

Mr Ashdown said: “Only the 
Liberal Democrats guarantee 
to invest in education, invest 
in Britain’s long-term 
prosperity, put patients first in 
the NHS and look after the 
environment 

“Britain needs the Liberal 
Democrats to tell the troth 
about what needs to be done, 
wfaat it will cost and how we will 
pay for it." 
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The day commuters were taken for a free ride P ill SCRT0 IS 



blamed for rise ,. )n n 


in abortions 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


Nearly 8,000 abortions have 
now been linked to the 1995 


scare over the contraceptive 

PiH, raising fresh criticism of 
ministers over their handling of 
the affair. 

The Birth Control That said 


there was “no other convincing 
^mlanarion’* {or the rise of 


explanation” for the rise of 
14.5 per cent in the number of 


abortions during April to June 
1996 compared with the same 


Commuters were given free tickets at 
Waterloo station yesterday after their 
journeys to work were disrupted 
when a privatised train company cut 
71 drivers, writes Fran Abrams. 

Thousands of travellers on South 
West Trains were given a free day’s 


travel or season ticket extension. But 
few passengers said the disruption 
would affect the way they would vote 
at the general election. 

Paul Malaure, a marketing manager 
from Gosport, said transport was not 
an issue for him; he would vote for 


the party which would raise his 
disposable income. 

Janet Hill, a secretary who works 
in Portsmouth, said: “Some things 
should be in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, and the rail service is one 
of them. These people will walk away 


and leave them in a mess,” she said. 

The offer from Brian Souter, chair- 
man of Stagecoach, which took over 
the company last year, followed the 
cancellation of 200 trains this week 
In London, Surrey and Hampshire. 

Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


1996 compared with the same 
period in the previous year. 

Atotal of 42^83 terminations 
were carried out on residents of 
England and Wales, a rise of 
5,241. The previous quarter, 
January to March 1996. imme- 
diately after the scare, showed 
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an increase of 7 per ceiil ifl ter- 
minations - or 2i>8S abortions. 
Tbe figures reverse the previous 
downward trend in abortions. 

The number of abortions of 
non-resident women went up 
from 2^90 in the June quarter 
of 1995 to 2^02 lust year, rep- 
resenting a rise of 9.3 per cent. 

The cause of the scare was a 
government warning in October 
1995 that the newer “third gen- 
eration” pflb carried a small but 
increased risk of causing blood 
dots. Ministers and the Com- 
mittee on the Safety of Medi- 
cines were strongly attacked by 
doctors over the warning and 
the way it was put out, with 
some doctors hearing about it 
from the media and unable to 
counsel or advise their patients. 

Worried women mandated 
help lines, surgeries and family 
planning dimes to try to get 
more information with many 
simply stopping taking their 
contraception altogether. 

The figures mean the rate of 
abortions is 33 per thousand res- 
ident women aged 14 to 49. 
almost the sameievel as for the 
mo nths January to March when 
the highest rates are usually 
recorded. The numher of abor- 
tions peaked in 1990 when there 
were 3 J5 abortions per thousand 
resident women, but since then 
it has been decreasing. 

The Birth Control Trust, 
which studied the announce- 
ment and concluded that the 
panic caused was unnecessary, 
said the scare was the only re- 


alistic explanation for the roe. 

“Nobody can categorically 
prove that the additional abor- 
tions have been caused direct- 


ly by the Pill panic,” said Ann 
Fared!, the trust's director. “But 
it would be naive U3 imagine 
there is no association, and 
there is no other convincing ex- 


planation for the increase. Pub- 
lic confidence in the Pill has been 
needlessly shaken, and we are 
now seeing the consequences. ” 

The British Pregnancy Advi- 
sory Service, a non-profit mak- 
ing' organisation which advises 
women facing unplanned preg- 
nancies, said it had been very 
busy during 1996. “Our own fig- 
ures show this increase is dis- 
tributed across England and 
Whies. It appears that every re- 
gion of the country has seen an 
increase, ” said Carolyn Roberts, 
BIAS’S marketing director. She 
added that figures recorded by 
the organisation so far this year 
clearly indicated that tbe in- 
crease was continuing. 

The Family Planning Asso- 
ciation called for more hdp and 
advice for women affected by 
contraception scares, saying 
calls to its awn helpline more 
than doubled to 8,000 a month 
in the three months following 
the Pill scare. 

The FFWs chief executive, 
Anne Weynsan, said the “figures 
highlight the need far more sup- 
port and information to enable 
women to use new methods 
effectively and with confident to 
avoid unplanned pregnancy”. 


Demand for 


levelling off 


Jocfitb Judd 

Education Editor 


University applications have 
risen slightly this year, accord- 
ing to figures released yesterday 
by the Universities and College 
Admisrions Service. 

However, numbers were still 
down on those for the year be- 
fore, suggesting that demand for 
places may be levelling off. 
Competition for places will re- 
main stiff because the number 
on&year-okbbasstaned to rise. 

Ministers froze the number 
of student places in November 
1995 after nearly a decade of 
rapid expansion. Sir Ron Dear- 
fag’s review of higher education 
is at present considering how 
and if student numbers Mould 
continue to grow. 

The figures show that 347,037 
applications for places this au- 
tumn had been received by the 
dosing date of 15 December, an 
increase of just 0.9 per cent on 
last year but a fall of 0.7 per cent 
compared with the previous 
year. Last year’s drop was the 
first since the Government sanc- 
tioned the expansion of higher 
education 10 years ago. 

A spokesman for the com- 


mittee of vice-chancel Iprs said 
they were concerned that 
worries about financial hardship 
were putting off some 
applicants. “But we are pleased 
that demand has remained as 
buoyant as it has. despite this. 
Pressure on places continues to 
grow,” he added. 

Among individual subjects 
this year, applications for engi- 
neering courses decreased 
sharply, particularly electrical 
engineering, down 14 per cent 
and civil engineering, down 11 


per cent. Computer science, 
by contrast, was up by 13.6 per 
cent. Maths applications were 
dawn by 3 per cent, but those 
for physics rase by S per cent. 
Applications for teacher train- 
ing courses fell by 12 per cent. 

More than 53 per cent of 
applicants are women. Asians 
form 9 per cent of the total and 
blacks 3 per cent. 

The figures include adjust- 
ments for the addition of new 
courses. Tony Higgins, UCAS 
chief executive, said: “Even 
allowfag for the difficulty of 


comparing this year's figures 
and last year’s, there does seem 


and last year’s, there does seem 
to be an increase in demand for 
higher education ... ” 
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Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Women inma tes are having to 

endure “unacceptable” coacfr- 
tions at least a third of the coun- 
try's female jafls, with widescale 
abuse and overcrowding, the 
chief inspector of prisons re- 

- Prison officials admitted yes- 
terday that there were only 
enough free ceils for women in- 
mates to last another two to 
three weeks. The overcrowding 
crises has been- caused by a 
rapid rise in the number of 
women being jailed. 

- Inspections at three jails in 
England found serious Saws in 
the way women are being dealt 
with, and provided* depressing 
picture of understaffed estab- 
lishments grappling with dete- 
riorating regimes and conditions. 

They also identified a grow- 
ing problem of female inmates 
forcibly removing drags hidden 
inside fellow prisoners. 

In response to calls by Sir 
David Ramsbotham, the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons, to ap- 
point a Director of Women’s 
Prisons, the Prison Service yes- 
terday announced it was se tting 
up a new unit to consider the 
problems of female inmates. 

Sir David also echoed penal 
reformers complaints that that 
the prison officials were not tak- 
ing into account the different 
needs of women inmates to 
those of male offenders. 

The inspections took place at 


HoDoway prison in north Lon- 
don, the female unit at Risley, 
Cheshire, and the women’s 
wing at Low Newton, Durham. 

Sir Davidsaid that signific ant ' 
improvements had been made 
at Holloway since he took the 
unprecedented step hi Decem- 
ber 1995 of withdrawin g his 
team in protest, but stinfouad 
a catalogue of problems, in- 
cluding “very serious intimida- 
tion and violence”. 

- He also reported the practice 
of “crutching” in which women 
inmates who concealed drugs 
inside their bodies were over- 
powered by other prisoners 
who then forcibly removed the 
drugs for their own use. 

A security review was highly 
critical and found that there was 
no dosed-dreuit television, on 
the perimeter fence. Suicide 
prevention systems had “slop- 
py and dangerous” record- 
keeping, which was. to be 
“deplored”, said the report. 

Conditions at Low Newton, 
which houses 57 women in a 
wing m accommodate 

no more than 40, were de- 
scribed as “unacceptable” and 
“must not be allowed to con- 
tinue”. Sir David added: “The 
problems are twofold - too 


At Risley, conditions were 
also “unacceptable”. Chronic 
staff shortage and prisoners 
being locked m their cells except 
for meal times were reported to 
the inspectors. Urinals were 
also stiu in place in the toDets. , 
There was also evidence of 
“enriching”. 

Richard TOi, director gener- 
al of (he Prison Service, said the 
over crowding was caused be- 
cause the female population 
rose 23 per cent last year to a 
total of 2,438. While insisting 
that many of the problems iden- 
tified in Sir David’s reports 
had been rectified since the in- 
spections, Mr TDt acknowl- 
edged that the rising prison 
population, combined .with a 
tight budget, presented the ser- 
vice with real problems. 

He added: “We are a cash- 
limited service, we have finite re- 
sources. But we are doing the 
best we-can under the dream- 
stances we find ourselves in.” 
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The 'Roses and Castles' art- 
work on narrowboat cabins 
and their water cans - such 
as the one shown above - is 
be&sved by the National Wa- 


terways Museum at Gkxices- Fund grant announced 
ter to be England's only stir- yesterday will enable the 
viving indigenous folk art, musaum to delve further into 
writes Stephen Goodwin. the or&ns of the boatmen's 
A £U4m Heritage Lottery act, which fives on at a 


canal-side yard In 
NorthampbonshiUB. 

“Roses and Castles” is 
often attributed to gypsy 
influence, but it is more 


likely to have been copied 
from the fantasy castles and 
floral swags painted on 
mass-product furniture and 
pottery In the 19th century. 



He went pm “Fbr &r too long 
the training of staff to work in 
women's prisons has been ne- 
glected by the Prism Service, 
and the chickens are coming 
home to roost.” 


Irish warning 
on McAliskey 


For high fliers 
and the seriously chic. 






Alan Murdoch • - 

Dublin • ~ . 

The Irish government yesterday 
underlined its stem warning to 
Britain over .the detention 
conditions of Roisin McAliskey 
amid growing health concerns 
for the prisoner who is in 
category A security while feeing 
extradition proceedings. 

Irish ministers are alarmed 
that Ms McAliskey, who is 
more than six months pregnant, 
has not been given assurances 
that her baby will not be taken 
from her at berth and are fear- 
ful for her physical and 
psychological health. 

The British Ambassador, 
Veronica Sutherland, was called 


& 



Roisin McAliskey: Concern 
about her *a|ipidfingtpealxiienf 

in on Wednesday to hear 

. . £ Imh 'Rnrpion 


don over a mortar attack on a 
British airnybasoin Osaabriick 
last June. 

'Mr Spring told Mrs Suther- 
land difficulties over the pris- 
oner's treatment "had die 
potential to cause damage to the 
shared objectives of both gov- 
ernments in the peace process”. 

Detention under category A 
status has restricted Ms 
McAliskey’s family visits and 
contact with other prisoners. 
Dublin maintains her pregnan- 
cy means she isuolflcely ta be 
a threat in terms of escaping. 

Dublin sources yesterday 
described her strip-searching 
after visits as “appalling 
treatment" for a pregnant 
woman, and wants her detention 
conditions improved -as $ooa as 
possible". ", 

Senior sources fear the case 
oould provide damaging pro- 
paganda against Britain if her 
treatment does not itojorove, 
and are mindful of the npsmge 
of public support for iEtepubli- 
cansm in the affereoaih of the 
IRA hunger strikes ip. thb early 
1980s. For this reasap'Dublin 
wants assuranray^about her 
fixture treatment T 0 "lx? public. 

In London; -tire German 
Ambassador, Jfhgen Oester- 
helt, is reported to hpye told 
Labour MPs that his fceteem- 
mept's position .bn granting 
bail to Ms McAliskey had bpen 
misunderstood by the Crown 
prosecution service. 

After meeting the Getman 
Ambassador to Ireland, the 

deputy leader of the main Pi- 
anna Fail opposition party, 
Mary O’Rourke, said she was 
advised the Germans were not 
iqckrmg cm baiL Mrs O’Rourke 
last week went to Holloway for 
a 35-minute visit with the pris- 
oner and complained to the goy- 
ctoor about the 24-hour lighting 
of her cell and half-hourly in- 
spections throughout the night. 

The British Prison service last 
week denied that Ms McAliskey 
would be shackled to a prison 
officer daring birth. 
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news 


David McKfttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 

The SDLP leader John Hume 
yesterday launched an unusually 
scathing attack on Sinn Fein and 
the IRA, questioning their good 
faith and warning the elec- 
torate that a vote for Sirui Fein 
was in effect a vote for violence. 

Calling for an immediate 
ceasefire, he accused Sinu Fein 
of vote-stealing, intimidation of 
SDLP workers and declaring: 
“Having availed of our good 
faith as honest brokers, they 
now intend to cast us aside us- 
ing any means, fair or foul.“ 

‘While Mr Hume did not per- 
sonalise his criticisms on Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams, his 
criticisms of Sinn Fein - as dis- 
tinct from the ERA. whose vio- 
lence he has roundly condem- 
ned - were his sharpest for a 
number of years. The "Hume- 
Adams" relationship, which has 
developed during the 1990s 
into close co-operation on the 
peace process, has considerably 
toned the two parties' public ex- 
changes. 

All the signs are that the 
Hume -Adams association, by 
which is meant the efforts of the 
two leaders to advance the 
peace process, will remain in be- 
ing, since the two leaders regard 
it as transcending convention- 
al party politics. But it is clear 
that, at least for the election 
campaign, the gloves are off. 

Mr Hume’s criticisms, con- 
tained in a lengthy article in the 
Belfast Irish Ner. s, seem to re- 
flect both electoral concerns and 
his dismav that the IRA is 



Hume attacks 
‘vote-stealing’ 
by Sinn Fein 



Hume: A vote for Sinn Fein is 
in effect a vote for violence 

clearly intent on more violence 
during the election campaign. 

The SDLP has been under 
pressure in some constituencies 
to reach an agreement with Sinn 
Fein in order to remove Union- 
ist MPs who hold their seats by 
virtue of a split nationalist vote. 

Mr Hume said: "To make an 
electoral pact with Sinn Fein 
without an IRA ceasefire would 
be the equivalent of asking our 
voters to support the killing of 
innocent human beings by the 
IRA. The electorate should be 
aware that in voting for Sinn 
Fein that is what they are vot- 
ing for Sinn Fein call it the 
armed struggle." 

Martin McGuinness of Sinn 
Fein responded by claiming 
that some leading figures in the 
SDLP “are frightened out of 
their wits that Sinn Fein will do 
really well in the coining elec- 
tion". Mr McGuinness hims elf 
is thought to have a fair chance 


of winning the Mid-Ulster seat, 
while Mr Adams b regarded as 
favourite to win back West 
Belfast from the SDLP. In the 
last election Sinn Fein's vote 
went up while the SDLP’s 
dropped. 

But apart from the immedi- 
ate electoral considerations, 
Mr Hume’s words wall generate 
speculation that he is loang faith 
in the ability of Mr Adams to 
deliver a fresh IRA cessation of 
violence. His article closed with 
the words: “This cannot go on 

Without a ceasefire we are 

going to have to look else- 
where for a means of making 
progress. - 

Although it is not immedi- 
ately obvious what alternative 
courses are open to the SDLP, 
this will be taken as an unmis- 
takcable indication that gener- 
al nationalist patience with Sinn 
Fein is growing thin. 

■ The parents of a soldier who 
was shot and killed by an IRA 
sniper yesterday made an im- 
passioned plea to the terrorists 
to call a ceasefire and make 
their son's death the last. 

John and Rita Restorick 
made their emotional appeal for 
peace in an open letter to politi- 
cians including John Major, 
US, President Bill Clinton, 
Labour leader, Tony Blair, Irish 
premier, John Bruton and Sinn 
Fein leader. Gerry Adams. 

Theii son. Lance Bombardier 
Stephen Restorick. 23, was 
killed by a sniper's bullet last 
Tuesday as he stopped cars at an 
army check-point in south Ar- 
magh. His funeral service will 
take place on 24 February. 
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Stage-struck: Budding hopefuls, Carrie Fletcher and Dairy! Moore, rehearsing at the Sylvia Young Theatre School in London Photograph: David Rose 

Jack’s the lad for stage hopefuls 


Louise Jury 

Don't put your daughter on the 
stage was the advice to Mrs 
Worthington. It was advice 
Donna Hanford and her 
financier husband, Jason, were 
more than happy to ignore. 

Their son Jack reputedly 
became the highest-paid child 
actor in advertising as the 


brown-eyed star of the Safe- 
way’s commercials, though the 
fee* was secret. Daughter Scar- 
lett is set to follow suit for the 
Danish food chain, Netio. At 
the age of 21 months, she makes 
her screen debut next Monday. 

But though acting income is 
a useful addition to school fees, 
and some families will go to dra- 
matic lengths to give their 


Magnet 






youngsters the chance of suc- 
cess, few will become a Jack 
Hanford and end up with thou- 
sands ia the bank. 

Jackie Patten, of the 
Young'uns agency, said that 
over the years there had always 
been one child in an advertise- 
ment who caught the public 
imagination. Rtlsy Kensit, the 
actress, for instance, made the 
peas go pop for Bird’s Eye. 

But many children are suc- 
cessful actors without instant 
recognition or much money. 
The big West End shows might 
pay £20 to £25 a performance, 
but under-13s can only do 40 
shows a year. However, much 


prestigious work, such as for the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, 
pays considerably less, “But 
the parents get a tick from see- 
ing their children on stage and 
enjoying themselves," Mrs Pat- 
ten said. 

Not that being stage-struck is 
the preserve of parents alone. 
Joanne Hawes, who looks after 
children in shows including 
Oliver? and Aflss Saigon. said: 
“Some children are so desper- 
ate to take pan they pester their 
parents who haven’t had any- 
thing to do with theatre before 
to let them do it." 

One mother of a stage-struck 
son said at acting classes there 


were many pushy middle-class 
parents who saw drama as a 
route to fame and fortune. 
“They see their kids as poten- 
tial Macaulev Culkin gold- 
mines,'* she said. But work- 
ing class parents were just as 
pushy given the chance and 
were' noticeable at open audi- 
tions where anyone can turn up. 

David Shutc, who made the 
Nctto commercials, said they 
normally used children who 
were already on agents* books. 
He added: "If mum is on the 
books of a casting agent, she 
should know that television 
shoots are long and boring and 
not particularly glamorous." 
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planned massacre 








Jonathan Foster 

A man obsessed with guns 
wrote a “truly horrific” four- 
page essay depicting a massacre 
m his home town in which he 
shot dead shoppers and police 
officers, a court heard yesterday. 

Jason Curtis, 28, of Llan- 
drindod Wells, Powys, wrote the 
essay after police withdrew his 
firearms licence in 1994. In it he 
Listed officers try name and 
gave step-by-step details of the 
revenge he planned to take on 
those he blamed for taking 
away his beloved guns and fire- 
arms certificate. 

The judge, Mr Justice Mance, 
who considered psychiatric re- 
ports on Curtis before jailing 
him yesterday for four-and-a- 
half years for 10 firearms and 
drug possession offences, de- 
scribed the document as “a tru- 
ly horrific piece of writing”. 

As extracts from the chilling 
essay were read to Caernarvon 
Crown Court, it was clear the 
sights of Curtis* guns were 
trained on mass murder in the 
streets of his sleepy country 
town. 

It began: “It was a warm sun- 
ny morning on the 8th July, and 
the people in Llandrindod 
Wells went on there [sic] nor- 
mal merry way, either to school, 
shops or work, no one would 
have guest [sic] of the bolocoust 
[sic] to come ... " 

The imagined tilling spree 
begins at the police station. 


Graphic descriptions follow, 
named, officers meeting their 
deaths as bullets shattered their 
skulb and flooded the floor with 
blood. 

Curtis, who had been al- 
lowed to keep 14 firearms, 
wrote about how he would wear 
camouflage trousers and com- 
mando boots, and use a Be recta 
9mm pistol and a .38 revolver 
for “hunting the enemy". 



Curtis: Horrific revenge 

He described the large quan- 
tity of ammunition he planned 
to cany, down to the last bul- 
let. He wrote about going into 
an hypnotic trance when he 
thought of the senior officer 
who bad revoked his firearms 
certificate. 

“Not a thought past [sic] 
through his mind, until his 
minds eye pictured his hate 
against one man, this man bad 
taken the only thing that mat- 
ter'd [sic] to him away, one only 
thing that had kept him sane 


and on the edge, his firearms," 
he wrote. 

The threat was made more 
potent because Curtis had con- 
tinued to be around weapons for 
two years after he was ordered 
to depose of his personal arse- 
nal. until January, he was the 
armourer for the’ local Abbey 
Cwmhir shooting club. He im- 
ported gun components and 
made ammunition. 

In his account, Curtis shoots 
two more constables before 
ticking open the door. “Raising 
the pistol he began to fire, 
pumping round after round into 
the chest area, the momentum 
of the tenth bullet [sending the 
officer] crashing through the 
plate glass window and onto the 
pavement below. Jason leaned 
out of the window, smiled and 
left the police station." 

Out on the street, Curtis re- 
loads and crosses the road. 

“A car screeched behind him. 
the bumper nudging his leg. Ja- 
son turned to the driver. Lev- 
elling the pistol he fired twice- 
a deathly silence stretched 
across the bewildered shop- 
pers ... Mass panic had now 
broken out as people trampled 
each other to get out of the 
range of fire." 

In police interviews, Curtis 
had insisted that he had no in- 
tention of carrying out the 
threat - he said that he had 
merely written about the dream 
because ft was so vivid and it had 
shocked him. 
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Stephen Goodwoi 

Heritage Corresponden t 

“Extremely hideous" or a “wa- 
tershed in public taste", the 
£67m Boilerhouse extension 
planned for the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in London 
moved a big step nearer reali- 
ty yesterday when ft received the 
backing of English Heritage. 

Daniel Libestind's provoca- 
tively modern design now has 
the support of the two bodies 
whose opinions matter most - 
English Heritage, the govern- 
ment’s statutory adviser, and the 
Royal Fine Art Commission, 
concerned primarily with ar- 
chitecture. 

Slimmed down from the mas- 


sive tile-covercd structure un- 
veiled last May, the futuristic 
building will break the monot- 
ony of Exhibition Road, South 
Kensington, and provide the 
V&A with additional galleries, 
an education centre and cafes. 

“Ten years ago it would have 
been inconceivable that a design 
of this originality would he 
applauded as widely as Daniel 
Libcstind’s design has been." 
said Sir Jocelyn Stevens, chair- 
man of English Heritage, an- 
nouncing the decision. “Perhaps 
we are witnessing a watershed in 
public taste when design quali- 
ty of this kind is appreciated and 
greeted so enthusiastically." 

Alan Borg, director of the 
V&A, said planning permission 


would probably be sought from 
Kensington arid Chelsea coun- 
cil in the nuturan. 

But the extension, consisting 
of conflicting planes, has influ- 
ential critics, Giles Wore ley. 
editor of Perspectives On .4r- 
chitecrure, called it "extremely 
hideous and inappropriate"- a 
charge rejected by Sir Jocelyn. 

A survey by the museum, 
based on the original bulkier 
design, found public opinion 
divided. Of more than l.Ollfl 
people who commented during 
a six-week exhibition, 43 per 
cent said they were against the 
Libeskind Boilerhouse. 40 per 
cent were in favour and 1 1 per 
cent were in support, but with 
reservations. 
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Body of evidence: Yousscf 
Baba’s body, far left and 
below, shows the full 
extent of his injuries. 
Fayez al-Qumseih, left, 
died after allegedly being 
beaten with a baseball bat 
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Just before he died, ffefesiiiiiazi 
.miHtaiy intelligence brought 
Yoossef Baba to hospital in 
Nablus, the biggest city on the 
West Bank, suffering from se- 
vere bums to his upper left arm 
which were dearer caused by 
torture. - 

_ Doctors at the Rafidiyabhos- 
patal saw the wound had became 
gangrenous and wanted to am- 
putate the arm from above the 
elbow saying it was the only way 
to save Mr Baba's life. His in- 
terrogators refused to let the op- 
eration take place and took him 
back to their headquarters 
where he died on 31 January. 

“He was tortured with the 
electric element used to boil wa- 
ter and was also beaten with ei- 


says Bassam Eid of the Pales- 
tinian Human Rights Monitor- 
ing Group. 

Photographs of Mr Baba's 
body taken by his family before 
they buried him, and given to 
The Independent, show bums on 
his upper left arm and thighs as 
well as red marks indicating that 
be was whipped on the neck and 
shoulders. 

Mr Baba was the 12th person 
to die in the custody of the 
Palestinian se- - 
curhy forces — 
since they be- 


of being involved “in car theft 
and other rackets". 

At first, the authorities in 
Nablus, a town of 120,000 north 
of Jerusalem, tried to keep qui- } 
. et about what had happened to . 
Mr Baba. His brother Omar, 
who owns a photographic stu- 
dio in the town, says: “The first 
time I knew Yoossef was dead 
was when 1 heard the news on 
Israeli radio." - ' 

The hospital carried out an 
' f era the body, but the re- 

sappeared. Two nurses 
the hospital involved in 
concealing it are now im/fer 
arrest. 

Nevertheless the circum- 
stances surrounding the death 
of Mr Baba, a 32-year-old busi- 
nessman not directly involved in 

politics, are becoming clear. 
They show how ordinary Pales- 
tinians are wholly at tberaexcy 
of Lhe security forces and have 
no legal recourse. 

Mr Khader, who beads an in- 
vestigation of the affair by the 
Palestinian Legislative Council; 
says Mr Baba was “taken to the 
hospital no less than five times 
before he died, but the doctors 
didn’t tell anybody". 

Mr Baba certainty did not ex- 
pect to be arreaed when he was 
asked to visit Mahmoud al- 
Alul, the governor of Nablus, on 


gone away 
they bad 


an anonymous telephone call 
saying he was in the nrili 


w _ military 

headquarters, a bulky brown 
boflc^cWoratedwjfranenor- 
mous portrait of Yasser Arafot, 
the Palestinian leader, which had 
. housed the Is- 
raeli occupation 
forces until the 


I amputation as the 
/way of stopping gangrene 
which had set in. By the fol- 
lowing day Mr Baba was dead. 

Under public pressure, the 
Palestinian Authority last week- 
end arrested CaptainAyadand 
two of his interrogators as well 


as Abdel Mud Sadiq, the deputy 
governor of Nablus, and Bafeam 
HHu, director-general of the 
governor’s office. But Bassam 
Bid is not optimistic that this 
means that Mr Arafat's securi- 
ty forces win be under closer su- 
pervision in future. In the past, 


the heavily publicised death of 
torture victims has led to sum- 
mary arrests, but without any 
change in policy. 

There is a feckless confi- 
dence in the way the Palestin- 
ian security services behave, as 
if knowing the impotence of 


their victims to protest against 
abuses. * 

In Nablus, last July, Mah- 
moud Jumayel, a 26-year-old 
Fatah activist, died after being 
textured vrith electric shocks and 
continual beatings with electric 
cable and dubs by members of 


the Palestinian navy. In De- 
cember, in Jericho, Rashid al- 
Fhtiani. accused of collaborating 
with Israel, was shot 13 times 
though police were uncertain 
whether be had died because he 
started a fight or while trying to 
escape. 

Even while Mr Baba was be- 
fog tortured in Nablus, anoth- 
er prisoner of the Palestinian 
Authority called Fayez al-Qum- 
seih died of a heart attack in 
Bethlehem on 17 January. 

His son Majdi says: "They 
beat him with a baseball bat un- 
til he confessed.** 

It is probably too late to cur- 
tail the arbitrary power won by 
the Palestinian security ser- 
vices in the last two years. 

The Palestinian media sel- 
dom publishes details uf torture 
or other abuses. Protests by 
leadens of the four main Pales- 
tinian human rights organisa- 
tions - all of whom had 
campaigned for years against 
Israeli human rights abuses - 
have led to their imprisonment. 

And Khalid Kidreh. the 
Palestinian attorney general, 
who ordered the arrest of 
Captain Ayad and his inter- 
rogators for killing Mr Baba, 
says that he views all Palestin- 
ian human rights activists as “a 
fifth column”. 
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Oslo accords. 

Thn of the prisoners appear to 
havebeen tortured to death and 
two were shot dead in rirann- 
stances which are stftl unclear. 
Among the 1,200 or more pris- 
oners Held in Palestinian jails, 
torture has become routine. 

Some of those tortured were 
accused of collaborating with Is- 
rael, others of belonging to Is- 
lamic militant organisations 
like Hamas or KhmicJiha^ bMt 
many werearrested because 


tain Hani Ayad 


3 January, He was Involved in 
a complicated business dispute 
over land. 

His brother Omar says: “He 
gave some land as security for 
a loan of $55,000, bnt-when he 
came to pay the money the man 
would not give the property 
bade” Other members of the 
family say Lhathe had arranged 
a safe of land to somebody 
v wb© wanted to pall out of the 
deaLIn tidier case it is dear Mr 


- told the fami- 
ly to apply to the governor, who 
in turn sent them back to the 
military headquarters. 

Husam Kader, for many 
years the leader of ffetah, Mr 
Arafat’s political movement in 
Balata refugee camp on the 
edge of Nablus, says that Mr 
Baba was first admitted to 
Rafidtyah hospital on 24 Janu- 
ary because of the injuries he 
suffered during fo terrogation. 

He sa^ v tlfet'sb£days laier 
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Bassam Hd confirms 
;tbat he was told privately by a 
senior doctor at JRafadtyah that 



group 

claims assassination 


Robert Fisk 

Middle East Correspondent 


The message from the Al- 

gerian Jihad Islamic Front - 
foosety associated to the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
that stood to win 1992’s can- 
celled Algerian elections -and 
it was as was chilling as it was 
boastful, 

“The Mujahedin in the cause 
of Allah in Algeria have lately 
executed a brilliant military op- 
eration against a notorious en- 
emy of Mam and Muslims —the 
late Abdelhaq Benhamouda, a 
prominent Communist Union 
leader, killing him and his two 
bodyguards, praise be to ADahl" 

Benhamouda, a secular ene- 
my of Algeria’s Islamist oppo- 
sition, was indeed shot dead in 
a central Algerian square. A 
personal friend and adviser to 
President Liamine Zerouai. his 
assassination had originally 
been blamed on the more ex- . 
treme Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). 

But Benhamouda was a po- 
litical enemy of the FIS and the 
communique of the armed 
group makes no secret of its re- 
sponsibility. 

“The efficiency and profes- 
rionalistD’ of the operation has 
startled the enemy,” it says. 
“Fbar has taken possession ot 
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“self-defence” units made up of 
local villagers to combat foe Is- 
lamists - it is principally their 
families who have been sub- 
jected to the wave of tbroat-ent- 
. tings - but this week the 
Algerian army was once again 
sent into action. 

Helicopter guns hips were 
used to fire rockets into the 
forests of Medea as part of the 
latest offensive, the first whole- 
sale military operation since an 
attack on Islamis ts around Ein 
Defla two years ago. Since 24 


V 


January, 170 guerrillas have 
beenkul 


President Zerouai: New 

offensive against Islamists 


led, according to Pres- 
ident ZerouaL 
The FIS, however, continues 
to hold the authorities respon- 
sible for the slaughter in the v0- 


new constitution bans all par- 
ties based on religion, but those 
Islamic groups whi^ su ppor t 

to take part in the elections - 
under a different name. 


that the GIA has been 
trated by the Algerian intelli- 
gence services who are 
provoking the massacres. 

The printed admission of 
Benbamouda’s murder - in a 
newsletter which regularly de- 


mands the release from captiv- 
aeis. 


their feelings- The junta gen- 
erals and their acolytes were 


sobbing during Benhamouda s 
burial and broke into tears. 

'fears, of course, have become 
an over-used currency in th&lat- 
est stage of Algeria’s war. Tne 
Muslim holy month ofKA- 
rrmtiap — marked by a bloodbath 
of throat-cuttings, beheadings, 

carbornhsandev^baby-stran-- 

slfoa ~ cost the lives of at least 
300 people, almost all civfl- 
>»ns , many of them women. 

With the ptointowhJjjj 
self admitting at least 80JW0 

dodSDCC 

mt may be nearer 100, qw 
President ZerouaTs p romy iof 
eariv elections has offered m- 
Ue real hope of an cod to the 
slaughter. AJthcn^legdatiw 

elections arc tote held 

Mav and 5 June, the HS wiD 
be allowed to participate; the 


<m There is no 
doubt that the 
horrors inflicted 
on civilians in ' 
the name of 
Islam are 
rubbing off on 
the FIS as well 
as the GIA 9 


ity of the three FIS leaders, 
Abassi Madani. Ali Belbaj and 
AbtteBraderHashmn-s^that 

the authorities “want us to be- 
Keve that Mujahedin are onty 
capable of mass kfflmgs, ‘bar- 
baric’ massacres: car bombing, 
throat-cuttings, women’s 
breasts and the cutting ofmen’s 
.testicles and all sorts of body 
mutilations- 

“Everyone knows that these 
atrocious crimes are taking 


Tlie president’s promise to 
“eradicate" the fumed Islamist 
groups has been followed by a 
major mffitaiy offensive this 
week against rebels in the 
Tamesgiiida district, a wild and 
hiity area in the north-eastern 
Medea province where - if the 
Algerian press. are to-be be- 
lieved -up to 60 Islamists were 
killed. 

Fbr severalmonths, the gov- 
ernment has teen retying on 


ida, Metea and Algiers suburbs, 
against natural supporters of the 
Islamic Movement — 

“These crimes are the work 
of the secret service and the 
militias whose reemits are para- 
noid drag addicts 
But there is no doubt from 
this message that the horrors in- 
flicted on civilians in the name 
of Islam are rubbing off on the 
FIS as well as the GIA. 

"It is forbidden, in Islam, to 
kfll innocents* women, diildren 
and the elderly, to mutilate or 
tortnre,” ttestalemeai goes on, 
adding that “the Mujahedin 
disavowed, again and again, 
these unlawful and un-Islaituc 
acts".- 
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Yeltsin sacks security 
service chief 

Russian President Boris YelLrin yesterday issued a decree 
dismissing Vasily Trofimov, deputy director of the Federal 
Security Service i'FSBj. for “gross violations in his work 
“as revealed by the Russian Auditing Chamber”. 

It was not immediately clear whether his sacking was 
also linked to the arrest of two FSB officers earlier this 
month on suspicion of large-scale drug trafficking. Helen 
Womack - Moscow 

Albanian anger erupts 

Stones were hurled at riot police who moved in with 
truncheons, hitting protesters and firing volleys of live 
ammunition into the air. ax several hundred people tried to 
force their wav to the centre of Albania's capital. Tirana, 
after 7.000 people gathered at a suburban soccer field. The 
country has been rocked by riots since pyramid investment 
schemes collapsed in January, wiping out tens of thousands 
of people's savings across the country. Reuters - Tirana 

Diplomat to be charged 

The Georgian diplomat involved in a Washington car crash 
that killed’a girl. 16. gave himself up and is expected to be 
charged with involuntary manslaughter. Georgia had waived 
diplomatic immunity privileges for Georgy Makharadze. 

The case raised new* outcry against diplomats who violate 
laws with immunity. AP - Washington 

Transvestites duped 

Eight Thai transvestites are planning to sue a doctor for 
putting condoms filled with salt water instead of silicon 
implants in their breasts. The clinic in Thailand’s beach 
resort of Pattaya where the treatment was carried out has 
been closed down. AP - Bangkok 



Top gun: Mikhail T Kalashnikov, inventor of the Kalashnikov AK-47 assault rifle, at a 
ceremony in Moscow yesterday to mark the 50th anniversary of the weapons 
production. More than 70 million have been distributed worldwide Photograph: AP 
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Economic ills 
drive Kohl into 
coalition pact 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Germany's vast economic prob- 
lems have driven Helmut Kohl 
into the embrace of the oppo- 
sition, opening the way to a 
grand coalition in all but name. 

Under a deal to be thrashed 
out on Monday bv Mr Kohl and 
Oskar Lafomaine. the leader of 
the Social Democrats, the big- 
gest opposition party will co- 
sponsor the tax reform bilL 
and will be consulted on this 
year's spending cuts. As a con- 
sequence of their pact, Mr Kohl 
Wjli no longer be able to tout the 
tax package as his own in next 
vear's election campaign. 

In return, the Social Democ- 
rats will be able to tilt taxation 
in favour of their members, 
and gain valuable influence in 
government after nearly 15 
years in the political wilderness. 
But both sides stress that all 
Germans will benefit from the 
arrangement, because many of 
the urgent reforms the country 
needs to regain its competitive- 
ness wiUbe^rntroduced in 199S. 
a year earlier than originally 
planned. 

Rocked by spiralling unem- 
ployment and internal strife, the 
government has abruptly ditch- 
ed its intransigence, and is now- 
going out of its way to strike a 
meek tone in its dealings with 
the opposition. Wolfgang 
Scbauble. Mr Kohl’s deputy, yes- 
terday gave the first clear indi- 


cation that the Social Democ- 
rats' vision of social justice can 
be accommodated. 

The SPD appears willing to 
accept a cut in the top rate of 
income tax from 53 to 39 per 
cent, but are holding rat against 
changes that would hit blue-col- 
lar supporters. Mr Sctuiuhlc 



Helmut Kohl: Duty to lead 
party into next elections 


suggested yesterday that he 
would be prepared to “compro- 
mise" over new taxes introduc- 
ed for overtime and weekend 
work - (he opposition's main 
bone of contention. The Social 
Democrats arc also firmly op- 
posed to an increase in VAT to 
compensate for revenue lost in 
the top bracket. 

The government is also look- 
ing for savings of several billion 
deutschrnarks this year in its ef- 
fort to meet the' Maastricht 


criteria lor monetary union. 
Though it has a comfortable 
enough majority in the Bundes- 
tag, many welfare cuts must be 
approved hv the Social Demo- 
crat -controlled upper chamber, 
the Bundcsrat. The opposition 
had promised a gridlock, and st > 
far it has been true to iLs wind. 

The rapprochement over the 
next months will shift the thrust 
of government policy towards 
the left, outflanking Mr Kohl's 
right-wing junior coalition part- 
ner, the Free Democrats, who 
have been holding the Chan- 
cellor hostage to their lai*sc:- 
filin’ agenda. Mr Kohl himself 
will only benefit in the long-term 
if he succeeds in reducing unem- 
ployment before the elections. 

However. Europe's longest- 
serving statesman is slowly re- 
asserting himself. In recent 
polls he'has re-emerged as the 
Christian Democrat with the 
highest personal rating. All that 
is needed now is the announce- 
ment that, with the greatest re- 
luctance. he is willing to lead his 
party into the next elections. 

Mr Kohl had mu planned to 
make a statement until summer, 
hut internal unrest in the party 
has forced his hand. Addressing 
a closed meeting of Christian 
Democrats earlier this week. Mr 
Kohl gave the strongest him yet: 
“I know - ray duty,*' he said at the 
end of an emotional speech 
described by the party faithful 
as 'Vintage Kohl". He received 
thunderous applause. 


Russia ready 
to lock horns 
with Albright 


SA steps 
in to host 
peace 
talks for 
Zaire 

Nlary Braid 

Johannesburg 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


As Russia’s leaders braced 
themselves to lock horns with 
the US Secretary of State, Mad- 
eleine Albright, blows began 
raining down on Moscow from 
another quarter yesterday - the 
republic of Ukraine. 

In an interview timed to co- 
incide with the arrival of Mis Al- 
bright in Moscow, the Ukrainian 
president, Leonid Kuchma, de- 
livered his strongest ever tirade 
against her neighbours. “Ab- 
solutely no one in Russia wants 
to understand our position, to 
listen to our arguments," he told 
Russia's Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
"They make it look in Russia as 
if Uterine does not exist as an 
independent, sovereign state." 

Although Mr Kuchma said his 
criticisms were unrelated to 
tensions over Nato expansion, 
his tirade will infuriate Moscow, 
which has been watching with 
alarm as its former fiefdom has 
sought closer ties with the al- 
liance, but not membership. 

Nor will Russia view kindly 
that Mr Kuchma - with whom 
it has been wrangling over the 
Black Sea fleet - chose to un- 
leash such criticisms just before 
its talks with Mrs Albright. 
Fears of Russian imperialism are 
one of the arguments central 
and eastern European countries 
use to press for Nato admission. 

Ms Albright is due to meet 
Mr Yeltsin later today for talks 
which the Russians believe have 
ominous historical implications. 
In her noisy, some would say 
Napoleonesque, route march to- 
wards Moscow, she has been 
scattering incentives like confetti 
- including a Nato-Russian 
brigade, a Nato-Russian consult- 
ative council, and amendments 
to the C onven tional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty. 

But there has been little hint 
of a willingness to move in key 
areas. Nato is unlikely to agree 
to Russia's demand for a legal- 
ly binding agreement governing 
their relationship. Moscow is. 
Western sources say, doomed to 
make little headway should it 
press for a pledge from the al- 
liance not eventually to admit 
the Baltics - a potential flash- 
point in Easi-West relations. 

Despite this, the alliance is 
making little secret that it is un- 
likely to admit Estonia. Latvia. 
Lithunia as full members, be- 
cause of Russia's huge stake in 
the region. Ironically, Russia's 
nagging border disputes with the 
Balls will help Nato to justify 
denying them admission. 

Ms AlbrighL, who marched 
off her aeroplane last night 
wearing a black cowboy-style 
hat, will need all the swashbuck- 
ling she can muster. Her hosts 
regard her mission with with an 
iciness that is somewhat cold- 
er than the subzero tempera- 


tures - as. Klaus Kinkel. the 
German Foreign Minister, 
found oul. He left Moscow this 
week complaining that he had 
met universal opposition. 

This is partly because Russ- 
ian outrage over Nato expansion 
has now risen from a rumbling 
to a roar, not least because of 
the alliance's inept conduct 
over the last few weeks - par- 
ticularly. an ill-timed visit by 
Nato’s Secretary General Javier 
Solatia to ex-Soviet republics on 
Russia’s southern flank. 

Whether Ms Albright fares 
any better than her German 
counterpart remains to be seen. 
The Russians regard her with a 
mixture of suspicion, because 
they fear her Czech background 
may make her anti- Russian, 
and guarded awe. because she 


Vienna (Reuters) — Nato put 
forward a proposal at conven- 
tional arms reduction talks in 
Vienna aimed at sweetening 
the alliance's planned eastward 
expansion for Russia. Officials 
say the new conventional arms 
reduction proposal, which mod- 
ifies the 1990 Conventional 
Forces in Europe treaty, should 
go a long way to calming Mos- 
cow’s Tears that Nato could pile 
up weapons mi Russia's borders. 
Tim Americans say the proposed 
modification of CFE, amounts 
to a legally binding document. 


is a woman operating in a pre- 
dominantly male world, not 
unlike Margaret Thatcher - 
whom many Russians admired. 

Her dealings with Yevgeny 
Primakov, Russia's Foreign 
Minister, are certain to he tense, 
but they can hardly be worse 
than his relationship with her 
predecessor, Warren Christo- 
pher. Diplomatic sources say the 
two men loathed one another. 

She arrives knowing that 
Moscow has few political cards 
to play. It does, howev er, have 
a moral argument or two. Chief 
among, these is the view that 
Nato is rushing towards expan- 
sion purely to satisfy its own po- 
litical ends, regardless of the 
consequences. 

The argument runs thus: the 
alliance has to grow to survive 
as a posi-CoId War institution; 
it has bowed to pressure from 
the U$, which knows there are 
domestic points to he scored 
(there is a large Polish vote), and 
from central and eastern Eu- 
ropean nations, which are using 
Nato membership as a staging, 
post for entiy to the EU. 

But should these considera- 
tions outweigh the damage that 
Nato expansion might cause in 
an ailing and unstable nuclear 
power which is humiliated by its 
Cold VStor defeat, and still liv- 
ing to turn itself into a dcmoc* 
racy'? The Russians say: no. 


The Zairean government and 
the Rwandan-backed rebels 
who have captured a swath of 
eastern Zaire seem to be on the 
brink of their first face-to-face 
peace talks in Cape Ibwn. 

Speculation that the talks 
were already underway reached 
fever pilch yesterday after Pres- 
ident. Nelson Mandela said an 
aircraft was ready to fly the rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila to South 
Africa for talks with the nephew 
and chief militant adviser of 
Mobutu Sese Seko. the ailing 
Zairean President. 

Mr Mandela said South 
Africa was merely a host for the 
“good" initiative launched by 
wweri Museveni, President of 
Uganda, the neighbour Zaire 
accuses of backing the rebels. 

South African military sources 
claimed that Mr Kabila landed 
early yesterday. The United 
States embassy confirmed that 
officials were m Cape Town to 
bolster the peace process. 

By yesterday afternoon, how- 
ever, a news blackout was in 
place. Rusty Evans. South 
Africa’s director-general of for- 
eign affairs, retracted earlier 
confirmations that Mr Kabila 
was in town. ■‘There is a great 
reluctance on both sides to ac- 
knowledge, (hat they are willing 
to negotiate, " he said. 

The Zairean government in- 
sists that it will not enter into 
peace talks before foreign 
troops have been withdrawn 
from iLs terriloiy. Yesterday, it 
reiterated that position follow- 
ing the departure of four foreign 
ministers on a separate diplo- 
matic mission to Kinshasa. A few 
hours later it announced fresh 
attacks on rebel positions. 

The Zaireans talk tough hut 
their counter-offensive 
launched last mouth has failed. 
And while Mr Kabila’s vow to 
be in Kinshasa by tost Christmas 
was over-optimistic, the rebels 
have made greater progress 
than anyone predicted 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
South Africa’s Deputy Presi- 
dent. Thabo Mheki, denied 
that he had been involved in 
talks with Zaireans. But another 
government source said he was 
laying the foundation! for an im- 
minent meeting. In Kinshasa. 
Leon Kengo Wa Dondo. the 
Zairean Prime Minister, 
claimed he knew nothing about 
the Cape Town meeting. 

Last TUesday, the Untied Nu- 
tions approved a five-point plan 
to end the conflict which threat- 
ens to engulf the entire Great 
Lakes region. But an African- 
brokered peace would be seen 
as a coup for the continent, and 
for South Africa in particular. 
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Battle for power looms as Chinese 


Calm markets 
help confound 
dire warnings 


Stephen Vines 

Confident predictions about an 
outbreak of jitters in Hong 
Kong following Deng Xiaop- 
ing's death were confounded 
yesterday. 

The mood of calm was rein- 
forced by Tung Chee-hwa. the 
head of the first post-colonial 
government, announcing that all 
serving heads of Civil Service 
departments would be able to 
keep their jobs following the 
handover of power in July. 

Mr Tung said this would “en- 
sure a very large measure of 
continuity ... which will help 
maintain the stability of Hong 
Kong". 

Most surprisingly, the nor- 
mally volatile and notoriously 
jitter/ stock exchange, a reliable 
indicator of public opinion, 
shot up after a faltering starL 
Analysts had confidently pre- 
dicted that the market would fall 
by 500 to 1.000 points. In the 
event, the leading Hang Seng 
Index rose 305 points, a gain of 
more than 2 per cent, as almost 
£lbn changed hands in a day of 
hectic trading. 

Stockbrokers said Deng’s 
demise had been long expected 
and investors were wailing on the 
sidelines to pour money into 
shares once the paramount 
leader's fate had been sealed. 
There were also suggestions 
that China's supporters had 
joined Lhe buying spree to con- 
vey an impression of confidence. 

Investors' views seemed to be 
shared by most people in Hong 
Kong. "We've been expecting 
Dene to pass away for some 
time." Li Fu, a garage owner, 
said "We are well prepared for 
this." Nevertheless, newspaper 
sales soared by 50 per cent yes- 
terday and the teieviaon and ra- 
dio 'stations gave blanket 
coverage to Deng's death. Most 
schools held special ceremonies 


and explained to pupils the im- 
plications of the Chinese 
leader's demise. 

Deng's death even broke the 
ice between the Governor, 
Chris Patten, and Chinese offi- 
cials in the territory. Mr Fatten 
was admitted for the first time 
to the headquarters of Peking’s 
de facta embassy in the colony 
to pay his respects and make the 
customary three bows before 
Deng's portrait 

Most local politicians 
stressed that the paramount 
leader's death would do noth- 
ing to change China's policy nor 
to create instability as the result 
of a power struggle in Peking. 

However, Martin Lee, leader 
of the Democratic Party, speak- 
ing from London, said he feared 
there may be some changes for 
the worse as the new leadership 
opts for rigidly conservative 
policies because of their 
insecurity. 

An indication of the degree to 
which Hong Kong remains in the 
minds of the Chinese leadership 
was provided by the appointment 
of Mr Tung and two Hong Kong 
tycoons, TK Ann and Henry 
Fbk, to the 459-strong important 
funeral committee which will 
preside over arrangements for 
Deng's burial. 

Mr Tung was in the Chinese 
capital when Deng died He was 
seeking approval for his plans 
to reappoint all the principal of- 
ficials serving the current ad- 
ministration. Only two new 
appointments were made to 
replace retiring officials. 

The new attorney-general, 
now to be known as the secre- 
tary for justice, will be 57-year- 
old Elsie Leung, a well-known 
China-supporting solicitor and 
member of China’s National 
People’s Congress, the rubber- 
stamp parliament. Fears have 
been expressed that she might 
politicise the post- 



Hiatus: A cleaner sweeping a Hong Kong street yesterday as sales of newspapers 
announcing Deng's death soared by 50 per cent Photograph: Jason ReedReuters 


Death of chief protector 
leaves Hong Kong uneasy 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

It is hard to exaggerate the ex- 
tent to which Deng Xiaoping 
was pemonaily responsible both 
for sealing the fate of Hong 
Kong's political future and for 
creating the conditions under 
which the territory has enjoyed 
an extraordinary 1 period of 
economic prosperity. 

According to the official ver- 
sion of events, Deng turned his 
attention to die future of Hong 
Kong in 1978. The Communist 
Party's Central Committee was 
preparing its radical programme 
of economic reform, the scheme 
for so called “socialist mod- 
ernisation”, and was devising 
ways of “achieving the reunifi- 
cation of the motherland”. 

Deng Xiaoping knew that 
China would never achieve 
modernisation without help 
from overseas Chinese compa- 
triots, especially those in Hong 
Kong. It had long served 3S Chi- 
na's economic window on the 
world. Now Hong Kong was to 
become more than a mere en- 
trepot: it was to provide both the 
capital and know-how needed 
to breathe new life into the cle- 
ph an tine Chinese economy. 

Deng was also aware that 
China had the opportunity to re- 
alise its historic dream of re- 
covering sovereignty over Hong 
Kong. The humiliating treaty 
which ceded a part of the Chi- 
nese mainland for a period of 
99 years was due to expire in 
1997. Hong Kong island itself 
had been ceded in perpetuity 
back in 1842, but it was clear 
that the island could not survive 
without the mainland territory. 

Deeply conscious of Chinese 
history and his place in it, Deng 
Xiaoping made it a priority to 
expunge the disgrace of foreign 
occupation of Chinese soil. He 
was not going to be another Li 
Hongzhang. the Oing dynasty 
official who signed the treaty 
handing over Hong Kong to the 
British. As he told Margaret 


Stephen Vines 

reviews Deng’s 
crucial role in 
the colony’s 
economic boom 

Thatcher in 1982 “no Chinese 
leader or government would he 
able lo justify themselves” for 
failing to secure the return of 
the territory, ’it would mean 
the present Chinese govern- 
ment was just like the govern- 
ment of the late Qing Dynasty". 

However Deng knew’ it would 
not be enough to satisfy Chinese 
national pride: fears of the 
Hong Kong people also need- 
ed to be allayed. More impor- 
tant was to reassure the people 
of Taiwan, occupied by die anti- 
CommunLst Nationalist gov- 


& No Chinese 
leader would be 
able to justify 
themselves for 
foiling to secure 
the return of 
the colony 9 

emment. which he also wanted 
relumed to the Chinese fold. 

lb do so. he developed the 
“one country, two systems” con- 
cept under which, according to 
Deng, “the main part of China 
must maintain socialism, hut a 
capitalist system will be allowed 
to exist in certain areas, such as 
Hong Kong and Tuwan". Cap- 
italist influences would also he 
allowed in to “supplement the 
socialist economy". 

This was the genesis of both 
the idea that Hong Kong could 


remain capitalist, albeit under 
the sovereignty of a Communist 
state, and that other cities, 
notably in the south, would k- 
allowed to develop along 
capitalist lines, providing a spur 
to the rest of the eeononn 

The hrcatliiaking economic 
development of the southern 
parts of ll« eouniiy. aided by 
Hong Kong and laiivanese en- 
trepreneurs, succeeded beyond 

Deng's wildest dreams. Using 
freedoms carved out by Deng 
and expanding on them, the new 
entrepreneurs virtually junked 
lhe entire slate -eiwitroUed econ- 
omy. Hong Kong, no* - firmly 
connected to the powerhouse o! 
economic growth in China, 
leapt into an era of double dig- 
it economic growth and gener- 
al prosperity. Hong Kong 
businessmen were ready to de- 
ify the name of Deng Xiaoping. 

" Deng had previously indi- 
cated that he did not favour any 
form of full-scale democracy for 
Hong Kong and even spoke of 
the need (ot the Chinese gov- 
ernment to intervene in the 
colony if instability broke out. 

At Deng grew older and wor- 
rying reports about his health 
filled the pages of the local 
rvss. tlwn? was much talk ahoul 
ow Hong Kong would manage 
after the "great man died. The 
stock market gyrated in tunc 
with the optimistic and pes- 
simistic reports of hs health. But 
his end was a long time coming, 
and the jitters gave wav to what 
stockbrokers called a “dis- 
counting of the Deng factor”. 

Nevertheless, it remains hard 
to dispel fears aver the uncer- 
tainty produced by Deng’s 
death. Although Tiananmen se- 
verely dented his image, Deng 
retained the statu** of “Hong 
Kong's protector". No ope eKc 
has stepped in to fill this role. 
With just four munih*. until 
Deng's dream is realised :uid the 
colony reveres to China, the lack 
of a 'protector makes Hong 
Kong people uneasy. 

Leading article, page 15 
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The Independent and Independent On Sunday in 
association with Eurostar and Driveline Europe have 
arranged this special spring time in Paris offer. 

Travel in style and comfort on the Eurostar passenger 
train service and spend one night in a Paris hotel for 
as little as £79.00 per person, or two nights for £99.00 
per person. 

Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than with a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, nightclub, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. Now, because of our special Springtime in 
Paris offer, you can go for a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. All things considered, wouldn't 
you rather be in Paris? 
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The offer is valid for travel from the 28 February to 
30 April (excluding the Easter period 22-31 March *97) 



Travei and AceosKnscHlailon' 

Departing from either London Waterloo International 
or the new Ashford International station in Kent and 
arriving at Fans Gare du NortLYou have, a choice to . 
stay in one of three 2-star Campanile hotels. Each per 
person charge includes a return Standard Class 
Eurostar ticket from London Waterloo International 
or Ashford International to Paris and is based on 2 
people sharing a twin or double room. Breaks start at . 
£79.00 p.p. including one night, each extra night’s 
accommodation is just £20 p.p. You may also upgrade 
to a 3 star hotel at an added cost starting at £20, with 
extra nights only £40. 

Choose From Three 2 Star Campanils Note’s 

Campanile Louis Blanc is conveniently located less than ten minutes walk (or a short taxi drive) 
from the Gare du Nord. All rooms are comfortably furnished with private facilities, channel TV 
and a courtesy tray with tea, coffee and biscuits. There is a breakfast room and bar and the centre 
of Paris is approximately 15 minutes by metro. 

CampanUe BastiUe by Place de la Bastille is located in the centre of Paris, close to the historic 
Marais quarter and the Place des Vosges, with its arcades, antique shops and galleries. There are 
two metro lines close to the hotel, one which goes directly to Gare du Nord (tine 5, Brcguet-Sabin 
station V Hotel facilities include small garden, fully equipped bedrooms and breakfast room. 

Campanile Italie-Gobelins is on the left bank at ‘Place d’ltalie' and within walking distance of the 
Latin quarter with its lively restaurant and bars. The metro is close by and on the direct line from 
Gare du Nord. The hotel offers a warm and modem atmosphere with full private facilities in the 
rooms, cable TV and a buffet breakfast room. 



SJsgracfiTg your hotel 

To upgrade your hotel the three star Trianon Rive Gauche*** is also available at just £99 p.p. 
during March and £105 pp during April for one night on a B&B basis. Extra nights arc only £40 
p.p. This hotel offers a prime location next to the beautiful Jardin du Luxembourg and the famous 
Sorbonne. It is just 15 minutes from Notre Dame on foot. Direct RER from Gare du Nord. The 
price includes continental breakfast 

Weekend Travel 

For outward and/or Tctum travel on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday add £15 per person. 

Child prices on request. 


iiTiYssfr .e Streps 

Driveline is aa established direct sell tour operator, specialising in short break holidays to France. 
By specialising in this field they offer their clients excellent value for money and a wide and varied 
choice of destinations and hotels. Telephone 01707 660011 to book. 

In acmrtaoce with the Package Trawl, Package Holidays and Package Tbun regulation < W2V Driveline Europe Ltd opcnic J 

Whcreb ^ 311 paidio them by clients arc bdd in a separate hank account until lhe contract tas been 
cully performed. i.t. the return daw as continued by Drive Vine has 


( 



There is no need to collect tokens, simply telephone Driveline on 
01707 660011 quoting The Independent/Eurostar promotion. Please 
have ready your approximate departure/return times. There is 
approximately one train an hour during normal travelling times. 
Payment can be made by cheque. Switch, Delta, Connect. Access or Vis 






travel. Within this period a £10 late booking fee will apply. All bookings 
will be verified by confirmation invoice and tickets are normally issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your departure date is within seven days. 
Driveline Europe Ltd will contact you to make suitable arrangements. A 
binding contract between you and Driveline Europe Ltd will come into 
existence when Driveline Europe Ltd despatch a confirmation invoice. 
Tsrrr , s and Ssnsn&ns 

Ail bookings are subject to availability. All travel must be completed bv 30 
April 1997. The offer is available to readers aged 18 years or over. You 


will require a valid EC passport and any necessary visas. Tickets for 
Eurostar train services are issued subject to the conditions set out in EPS’s 
Conditions of Carriage, copies of which are available on request. Readers 
should be aware that no changes or amendments are permitted with This 
offer. Lost or stolen tickets are non-refundable. Eurostar check in doses 
20 minutes prior to departure - please allow plenty of time. This offer 
cannot be combined with any other offer. The offer is valid for minimum 
of two adults sharing a room. Paris tourist rax is approximately FF6 p.p. 
per day. At ail times check your tickets carefully. 
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China fact-file 


ufetfen. of ^202^00.000 
CL2 bfflsonJ^the.h^iesUn the 
wwitfj ahi^mihteeijfe 


■ China's annual economic 
outefflt (gross national .prod- 
uct, brGNP) feabdot$630bh 
(£3®dUw}^‘ .Hat jrates-ite 
«^3ndmHick3a^imn& worth 


less than thatafl3rita#t 1 v .- 
■ O^abocrtaff^^thepop- 
utatfdii ^Vt£iri oties. fecund' 


arerpeasante.. 

M raplfe;<^: ; fe-iiv 
xrKtsedffpm 4360 ki-^980 
Jc$S30 inl094:7he.nch- 


titejfon earns 60 times what 
the poorest aam£-- *'. ; / 

WTberie *ere about 650i000 
f»Hwa*b em- 

ptying S^.t^wpec^-, 
at -ttwr oncH of ;_£995g.;By' 
2000- private business-is 
®pecte(ttoaoco^ 


M?ua under a quarter Of th6 
vyortd’s tetetfsions .are made 
In China, ;• .v . 
■There a® about 3. mOHort 
people ihthe Chinese armed 
forces.- sfl^fiiy less fhpnffia 
population of Ireland^ " . ' 

■ Otina'Txtfaere 16 other, 
countries; jJte longer isj 
13,759 miles toe®* a * ' 

■ Chfo^ has • at area : of 
3,705,408 . square : miles; 
314 times the sceoTBetgjum. 
■The ofBdar ^h&iage of 
Cfnftafe Mandarin, Spoken by 
70pef^ahtdftfepepUlatfon: 



Low-key funeral 
planned without 
foreign leaders 


Ted Plafker 

Peking 


The funeral committee charged 
with arranging the funeral of 
Deng Xiaoping declared a six- 
day period of mourning yes- 
terday. It said a memorial 
meeting, attended by 10,000 
people, would be held on Tbes- 
day at the Great Hall of the 
People. Deng's ashes will be 
scattered rather than saved, 
and foreign leaders will not at- 
tend his funeral. 

The committee released a let- 
ter which Deng's widow, Zhuo 
Lin, and his five children sent 
to Jiang Zemin. “The last thing 
that we do for Comrade Xi- 
aoping should embody his spir- 
it and character, and our grief 
should be expressed in the sim- 
plest, solemn est way,” the let- 
ter said. The family noted 
Deng's request that his organs 


Paying respect: A soldter of the people's Liberation Army saluting towards a flag flying at half-mast yesterday in Tiananmen Square, Peking, in 
honour of the death on Wednesday of China's leader Deng Xiaoping, aged 92 Photograph: AP 


for transplant. 

What strikes many Peking 
residents today as unimaginable 
is the notion that Deng’s pass- 
ing will lead to turmoil, demon- 
strations, or any sort of open 
power struggle. 


“Deng’s death will not have 
the slightest impact. Jiang 
Zemin already has everything 
arranged, and nobody is about 
to start a protest. What would 
they protest about? Just to 
make a fuss? Nothing will hap- 
pen,” predicted a Peking resi- 
dent in his 40s. 

Indeed, by the end of the day. 
there was hide to suggest that 
Jiang Zemin's careful arrange- 
ments were in immediate dan- 
ger of unravelling. In what 
China's paranoid security forces 
mist consider fortuitous liming, 
students at Peking's historical- 
ly volatile universities are on 
holiday until Monday. 

Still, police are taking noth- 
ing for granted. One student 
who has spent the holiday on 
campus at Peking University 
said a police acquaintance 
sought to question him yester- 
day about any actions being 
planned by students for next 
week when school resumes. 

• On the Avenue of Eternal 
Peace, technicians could be 
seen tending to a surveillance 
camera, perhaps hoping to en- 
sure that the thoroughfare lives 
up to its name. 
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Journey for peace that began with a secret mission to Peking 
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Washington — For a young 
East Asia specialist at the Na- 
tional Security Council, it was 
the journey of a lifetime. In the 
22 years since the Communist 
revolution of 1949, no Ameri- 
can bad officially visited China. 

No diplomatic ties existed be- 
tween the countries, just inter- 
mittent embassy-level contacts 
in places like Warsaw and 
Geneva - until Winston Lord 
found himself on a Pakistani air- 
craft in July 1971, accompany- 
s;rsv. mg he boss, Henry Kisingex, on 
a super-secret trip to Peking. 

The China visit everyone re- 
members today js. foqsiri eat 
Nixon’s “Jour^'foT Trace* 
that began 25 years ago today. 
But that truly historic encounter 


Rupert Cornwall hears of the softly softly approach that brought China out of diplomatic isolation 


would have been impossible 
without theTGssinger mission, 
bom. of the interest of Wash- 


ington and Peking in thwarting 
the ambitions of their com- 


mon rival, the Soviet Union. 
The tectonic plates of global 
diplomacy moved as a result. 

“It was very dramatic, flying 
past the Himalayas and K-2, 
then arriving in Peking in the 
middle of the night," Mr Lord 
said. “As we approached Chi- 
oese ahspace I wert to the front 
qf tlje plane so I could,cIaim to 
*Je : ffiif J firiT : iAmcric^-official 
into Chinese territory ance the 
revolution.' Henry, of course. 


was first off the plane when we 
landed. For some reason, he 
hadn’t taken enough shirts, and 
was ranting and raving about it- 
Eventually he borrowed one, 
but it was too big and had the 
label ‘made in Thiwan'. I re- 
member making a joke to Hen- 
ry about it, ‘You’ve lost your 
shirt to the Chinese already*." 

The summit six months lat- 
er needed little such improvi- 
sation. Its rationale was obvious. 
“C3eaily the Communist world 
. was no longer to be seen as a 
- ^single bioe. Relations with Chi- 
na, we reckoned, would give us 
leverage with the Soviet Union 


-and they did. Within mouths, 
even- weeks, relations with 
Moscow improved greatly. We 
also hoped to use Russian and 
Chinese influence to end the 
warm Vietnam,” Mr Lord said. 

/tod even deeper considera- 
tions weighed too. “We knew 
. that at some point a country 
with a quarter of the world’s 
population was going to matter. 
There were things in it for both 
sides- China was vulnerable 
then ... Ties with us would 
.wouidhefothembreaktheiriso- 
^ laden, bund contacts with Japan 
and get them into the UN.” . 

Even though China and the 


US did not exchange ambas- 
sadors until 1979, the summit in 
effect codified Sino-American 
relations. Its main fruit was 
the document known as the 
1 “Shanghai Communique”. 

It began with a long section 
setting out the countries' dif- 
fering views on major issues. 
“The Chinese wanted this," Mr 
Lord said. “They argued that if 
we made dear our disagree- 
ments, it would make the rest of - 
the communique more credible. 
And 25 years later, it is still con- 
stantly referred to, as the 
bedrock document between us.” 

Fbc Richard Nrron, it was the 


crowning moment of a presi- 
dency that 30 months later 
would end in disgrace. 

Much has changed in the 
quarter century since, during 
which Mr Lord served as US 
Ambassador to Peking from 
1985 to 1989. and as Assistant 
Secretary of State for East 
Asian affairs during President 
Clinton's first term. “For one 
thing the Chinese are much 
stronger. The economy is surg- 
ing, they are a growing military 
power. The leadership context 
is different too ... Today it's 
more of a collective leadership. 
Jiang Zemin is in charge, but 


clearly there’s less flexibility. 
They have to work out a con- 
sensus which makes things 
more difficult, and after Dengs 
death there’s bound to be jotk- 
eying 

But Mr Lord argues that in 
their different ways, both sides 
need each other. “We account 
for one-third of Chinese 
exports, they have a $40bn 
trade surplus with us and they 
want access to US technology. 
Also despite Ihiwan, Hong 
Kong, human rights, aims and 
audear sales, and all the rest, 
the American presence in East 
Asia not entirety unwelcome to 
them, if only as abalantingfaree 
against any resurgence in 
Japanese militarism." 



Henry Kissinger: Went on 
secret mission to Peking 
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Free from charges 


Why pay 
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bank charges 


We are the UK's leading 24 hour personal telephone 
bank, a member of the HSBC Group which is one 
of the largest banking and financial services 
organisations in the world. We never charge Cheque 
Account customers for everyday transactions, even if 
they’re overdrawn. So banking with us costs much less. 


Open all hours 


when First 


We’re always open, so you can do aJI your banking 
when and where ft suits you. All calls are personalty 
answered by our Banking Representatives and all 
UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Free banking and much more 


Direct is 


You also get a fee free £250 overdraft, the First Direct 
Card - guaranteeing cheques for £100 and allowing 

cash withdrawals of up to £500 from over 11 ^00 cash 

machines in the UK, including those of MkJand 
- and a hassle free automated foil payment service. 


Why pay more for other services? 
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We can satisfy your other banking needs - saving, borrowing, 
travel and insurance - by telephone too. As 
— ..I"- we ^ as saving you money we 
provide better, more easily 
arranged services, so giving you 
real convenience and flexibility. 
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It's easy to join 
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We make changing your financial arrangements easy too. 
Easy to open a First Direct Cheque Account, easy to arrange 
for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing 
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And 
it's easy to find out more tight now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


Now ask yourself are you with the right bank? 


Q 0800 24 24 24 
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Leo Rosten I 
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Leo Rosten wrote a torrent of 
books of which two have re- 
mained classics, The Education 
of Hyman Kaplan (1937), and 
The Jays of Yiddish (1968). 

Hie first was the product of 
an unhappy phase in his life dur- 
ing the Depression when, al- 
though he had two degrees, one 
from the University of Chicago 
and the other from* the London 
School of Economics, he was 
out of work and he taught Eng- 
lish to immigrants at night 
school. It was there that he met 
Kaplan, lately from Poland, 
who thought he knew English 
- as he thought he knew every- 
thing - but hoped to perfect it, 
and who tortured the language 
as readily as he tortured his 
teachers. 

Rosten captured his experi- 
ence in a succession of short sto- 
ries which he wrote for the New 
Yorker under the name Leonard 
Q. Ross. They reappeared in 
book form in 1937 as The Ed- 
ucation of Hyman Kaplan and 
were an instant success. 

A typical missive from 
Kaplan read: 

Dear Mr Mandelbaum, 

Sarah and me want to buy refrigi- 
mator: Sarah warns bad. She is say- 
ing “Hymie, the eyes-box is terrible. 
Lee king. Is true. So 1 answ er Sarah 
by me is OK refrigimator. 

Because you arc in fomimresorm 
writing about. Haw much will cost re- 
frigimator? Is expensif, mybe by you 
is more cheap a little. Bur it must not 
have short circuit. If your eye falls on 
a bargain please pick it up. 

The book was enjoyed even 
by the most English of English 
literati such as P.G. Wodebouse 
and Evelyn Waugh. The Nurs- 
es Association" of America 
asked for a warning wrapper to 
be put round it because patients 
who read it were in danger of 
bursting their stitches. Hyman 
Kaplan became to America 
whal The Good Soldier Svejk 
(by Jaroslav Hasek) was to 
Czechoslovakia. 

Some Jews, however, were 
not amused, and one of them, 
Nathan AusbeL an authority on 
Jewish folklore and Jewish hu- 
mour, wrote: “Jewish dialect 
jokes are not Jewish at alt but 
the confections of anti-Semites 
who delight in ridiculing and 
slandering Jews.*' 

The book was in fact an af- 
fectionate portrait both of the 
immigrants and their teachers. 
Rosten tried to recapture his 
success in two later volumes. 
The Return of Hyman Kaplan 
(1959) and O Kaplan! My Ka- 
plan! (1976), but they did not 
have the same impact Most 
newcomers were by then His- 
panic and the joke was lost on 
them. 

Rosten did rather better with 
The Joys of Yiddish 1 1968), 
which was inspired not only by 
the intrusions of Yiddish words 
such as "chutzpah'’ into the 
American and English lan- 
guage. but by what he called 
Yinglish. by which he meant 
English forms of Yiddish ex- 
pressions such as: “Clever he 
isn't" or "It’s all right by me". 

It illustrated, he said, “how 
beautifully a language reflects 
the vitality and variety oflife it- 


self: and how the special culture 
of the Jews, their distinctive style 
of thought their subtledes'of 
feeling, are reflected in Yiddish, 
and how this in turn has en- 
riched the English we use to- 
day". It too was an instant 
success. 

Rosten was by then estab- ! 
lished as something of a popu- 
lar philosopher, with fairly 
conventional views and a regu- 
lar column in the now-dcfunct 
magazine Look. He also made 
frequent appearances in the 
leading American newspapers 
and on television. In 1971 he 
wrote an angry polemic. A 
Trumpet for Reason, against stu- 
dent unrest, and expected a 
fierce backlash, but didn't re- 
ceive one, possibly because die 
unrest was over by the time the 
book appeared and partly be- 
cause he had treated a passing 
phenomenon as a lasting trend. 

Rosten was bom in L6dz in 
Poland, and came with his fam- 
ily to the United States in 191 1; 
he grew up in Chicago. 

He produced a spate of nov- 
els (many of them turned into 
films, such as Sleep, My Love 
1948, and The Dark Comer, 
1946), thrillers, screenplays (for 
films such as The Velvet Touch . 
1948) and essays. One book. 
Hollywood: the mo\ ie colony, die 
movie makers (1941), a socio- 
logical examination of the film 
industry, was all set to become 
a best-seller, but it was upstaged 
by Pearl Harbor. 

Although Rosten relished 
popular acclaim he was basically 
a scholar and taught political sci- 
ence and sociology at Chicago, 
Columbia, Yale and the New 
School for Social Research in 
New York. During the Second 
World War he was Deputy Di- 
rector of the Office of Wir In- 
formation in Washington, and 
in 1945 be became a special con- 
sultant to the Secretary of War 
and was sent on missions to 
France, Germany and England. 

Rosten was an inveterate 
Anglophile. He had enjoyed his 
years at the LSE. was amazed 
bv the enthusiastic reception 
Kaplan had received in the 
English press, and returned to 
London whenever opportunity 
dictated and even when it 
didn’t He lived in considerable 
luxury in a penthouse flat in Sut- 
ton Place, one of the most ex- 
clusive areas of New York, and 
rented a mews flat in Mayfair. 
England represented the tran- 
quillity be could not find in 
America. He loved to rum- 
mage in English bookshops and 
wear English clothes - he con- 
trived to display a subdued el- 
egance - to go to the London 
theatres and entertain and be 
entertained in London dubs. 
He himself was a member of the 
Savile, the Reform and the 
Garrick. 

Chaim Bennant 

Leo Cabin Rosten, author and 
social scientist: bom Lddz, 
Poland 1J April 1908; married 
1935 Priscilla Mead {deceased; 
one son, two daughters), 1960 
Gertrude Zimmerman: died 19 
February 1997. 



The end of an Intafiectual tradition In Nigeria: Athaji Junakfu, on horseback, a master of grammar and meaning 


The Vizier of Sokoto 


Alhaji Junaidu was Nigeria's 
foremost poet, historian and 
Islamic scholar. The Vizier to the 
Sultan of Sokoto, in north Nige- 
ria, he was the son of Muhammad 
Buhari, the almost blind vizier 
who had negotiated with the 
British officers after the battle 
of Sokoto in 1903 which marked 
the beginning of colonial rule. 

The family have held the ti- 
tle of Vizier since circa 1818: col- 
lectors of manuscript books, 
recorders of the history of the 
Sokoto caliphate, authors of po- 
ems and literary prose-works, 
the viziers have sustained for 
nearly two centuries the tradi- 
tion of high scholarship in clas- 
sical Arabic. 

It is for his works of histori- 
cal scholarship that the wider 
world will remember AJhaji Ju- 
naidu. His subject was the Soko- 
to caliphate, a 19th-century 
Islamic reformist slate which 
was the largest in pre-colonial 
Africa. He wrote m Arabic and 
Hausa, but he put so many of 
his ideas and so much of his ma- 
terial into my book The Soko- 
to Caliphate (1967), that it too 
can be counted as “his" book - 
though in English. 

He became Vizier in 1948. on 
the death of his brother (his fa- 
ther had died in 1910). As Vizier 
in the critical 1950s and 1960s Al- 
haji Junaidu played an important 
political role in northern Nige- 
ria. He was one of the key in- 
termediaries between the Sultan 
of Sokoto, who as the Amir of 
Nigeria’s Muslims was a spiritu- 


al leader of great restraint, and 
the forceful Sardauna of Soko- 
to - a flamboyant politician, 
premier of the newly self-gov- 
erning Northern Region and 
would-be architect of a revived 
“Sokoto caliphate". As a friend 
of the Sardauna’s, Alhaji Junaidu 
accompanied him on many jour- 
neys to places where his wit and 
diplomatic skills were an asset 
and a pleasant relief. But. as 
scholar and representative of 
the Sultan, Alhaji Junaidu car- 
ried within him that moral au- 
thority which gave “Sokoto" a 
particular resonance far beyond 
die city or the province. 

He was impressive to watch, 
particularly in the trivial inci- 
dents that showed bow country 
people set him apart from the 
more rich and the more pow- 
erful. His big POntiac might get 
bogged down in the long deep 
pools of mud that replaced ■ 
stretches of the road through 
the forests. Farmers would ap- 
pear and bodily lift the car 
(with the Warm - Vizier- in it) 
the 30 yards or more to the oth- 
er side. Other “big men" would 
have to get out and negotiate a 
heavy price to passthrough the 
slough. Not the Waziri. 

Politics and the throng of 
courtiers tired him. That dark- 
green Pontiac always betrayed 
his whereabouts if he left his 
house, lb escape, he would 
climb into the back of “the tor- 
toise" (fkunkuru”, a Gtroen 
2CV). his turban scraping the 
canvas roof, and be driven to his 


garden, with its pomegranates 
and other fruit, on the escarp- 
ment beyond the city* wall. 

Alhaji Junaidu. blind like his 
father for the last years of his 
life, continued to teach each af- 
ternoon. His son Dr Sambo Ju- 
naidu would read aloud the text 
and his father interpreted and 
commented on h. He was a mas- 
ter of grammar and meaning, 
with a formidable memory, who 
could quote poetry and "prose 
seemingly without end. 

On the’ long, eight-hour jour- 
neys by car on the back roads 
to Lagos (where he would at- 
tend political meetings as a 
member of the Northern Re- 
gion House of Assembly) Alhaji 
Junaidu used to compose or re- 
cite poetry. Once, to pass the 
time while hearing the Western 
Regional Premier, Chief S-L. 
Akintola, speak at length in Yo- 
ruba, be composed a poem 
c ompa ring him to a dove ami 


imitatin g in Arabic the bard^ike — lion and respect from so many. 


rhythms and tones. In all, he 
wrote some 50 works and over 
50 poems, mostly in manuscript 
He was not rich. His family 
had no big estates: on emanci- 
pating their slaves, they had giv- 
en them the land they farmed. 
People brought them gifts in- 
stead. He did, though, keep a 
stallion, Dan da, for ceremoni- 
al occasions in the courtyard, by 
the library; but otherwise there 
was no ostentation, in dress or 
furnishings. The library had a 
cushion, the manuscripts were 
in their traditional leather bags. 


His eldest son, Alhaji Usman 
Junaidu, was turbanned Vizier 
in succession to his father on 22 
January. 

Murray Last 

Junaidu dan Muhammadu 
Buhari. poet and Arabic schol- 
ar bom Sokoto, Nigeria 1906; 
Principal, Kadi School 1943-48$ 
Sultan 's Legal Adviser on Reli- 
gious Affairs 1946-97; Verier of 
Sokoto 1948-97; Member and 
Legal Adviser in the Northern Re- 
gan House afAssanbfy 1951-66; 
died Sokoto 9 January 1997. 


Stan Pearson 


Leafing through the texts he 
would recall hearing as a small 
child the flap-flap of the sandals 
as the long-distance messengers 
ran in to see his father, he would 
discuss how horses had to be 
trained to face camels (whose 
smeD they hated), aware that an- 
cient Lydian cavalry had once 
had that problem too, or he 
would comment on passages of 
Galen. Hippocrates and Plato 
whose work he knew only j 
through classic Arabic texts. 

Though his death may seem 
to mark the end of a certain in- j 
teDectual tradition within Nige- j 
ria, there still are men and 1 
women, influenced by him and 
by others in that dose circle, for 
whom deep scholarship and j 
personal asceticism remain a vo- i 
cation. But it will be difficult for 
anyone to be quite so lacking in 
pomposity or self-regard, so , 
reluctant to voice complaint or | 
to earn so much simple affec- 


Stan Ptarson was a lovely foot- 
baller. a beguiling mixture of 
subtle visionary and un flashy 
technician, and he was one of 
the most satisfyingh' complete 
inside forwards of his day. 

He provided the attacking 
brains, and a lot of the goals, for 
the swashbuckling!}- attractive 
Manchester Unile'd side ^as- 
sembled by Matt Busby after the 
Second Wbrid Vfar, and, but for 
the fact that he numbered Wilf 
Mannion and the incomparable 
Raich Carter among his con- 
temporaries. he might have 
added significantly to his inap- 
propriately meagre total of 
eight Englan d caps. 

A supporter of his local club 
since the age of seven, the 
Salford-bom Pearson rose ir- 
resistibly through the ranks of 
junior football before achieving 
his boyhood ambition by join- 
I ing the Red Devils, signing am- 
ateur forms as a 16-year-old in 
1935 and turning professional 
IS months later. There fol- 
lowed a sensational senior 
debut in November 1937. when 
he set up four goals in a 7-1 vic- 
tory at Chesterfield, and by 
seasons end he was a powerfully 
emerging force in the team 
that secured promotion to the 
old Fust Division. 

Then, with the gifted rookie 
on the threshold of what 
promised to he a majestic ca- 
reer, the war intervened to con- 
sign a whole generation of 
emerging talent to footballing 
limbo. However, though army 
service took him to India ami 
Burma, there was time to guest 
for Newcastle. Brighton and 
Queen's Park Rangers as well 
as to represent his own dub in 
wartime competitions, and 
when the conflict ended the un- 
scathed 26-year-old was eager 
for the game and approaching 
his prime. And hciw he blos- 
somed. Slotting stylishly into 
one of the most exhilarating of 
all forward lines - Jimmy De- 
laney, Johnny Morris, Jack 
Rowley, Pearson himself and 
Charlie Mitten - he became a 
key factor as Busty's bucca- 
neering side enchanted the mas- 
sive post-war crowds, hungry for 
entertainment after six years of 
being denied top-level soccer. 

Pearson scored heavily. 149 
times in 345 outings for United, 
but his greatest worth was in 
creating opportunities for team- 
mates through an instinctive 
awareness of where they would 
run and a knack of reaching 
them with adroit first-time dis- 
tribution. His hallmark was 
accuracy, whether delivering 



raking eiusrffckl passes nr de- 
lightful ckwe-rungc flicks and 
glides, and, though there wa* 
nothing flamboyant about him. 
the supporters loved him lor his 
craftsmanship. 

He was never the fastest man 
afield and his shot was nut the 
most powerful - the majority of 
his strikes coming from inside 
the penalty box - but he made 
up for tirni through his sharp in- 
icffgunct*. masterful IxiH control 
mid enormous .stamina which en- 
abled him to forage ceaselessly 
for possession. Yet, even though 
Pearson and his attacking part- 
ners could take the breath aw-.w. 
the United side they graced so 
ihrillingly was to endure a 

nightmare of champiuaship 

frustration. They finished a\ ti- 
tle runners-up in four out of the 
five seasons immediately after 
the war and did not claim the 
coveted crown until 1952. 

. In 1948. however, they beat 
Blackpool to win the FA Cup in 
whai was recognised as the must 
captivating final to date; there 
are those who maintain, even 
now, that Wembley h:is yet to 
host its equal. The Seaside rs, 
who included Stanley Matthews, 
led 2-1 at balf-time’hut United 
fought bade to win 4-2. with ftr.ir- 
son supplying the crucial third 
goal 10 minutes from the end 

That year, at the age of 29. 
The Old Thdfordsluhvnrt was re- 
warded for his striding form 
with an overdue international 
call-up. and he continued to rep- 
resent his country on an occa- 
sional basis, for the next four 
years, his most memorable con- 
tribution being the two goals 
which beat Scotland nt Hamp- 
den Park in 1952. Op the c!nh 
front. Pearson’s consistency be- 
came a byword m Manchester 
and be missed only a handful of 
games through injury before a 
combination of age. and the new 
wave of precocious youngsters 
known as the Bushy Babes, 
overtook him in 1953/54. 

That February he was sold to 
Second Division Bury for 1:431)0 
and he served the Shakers roy- 
ally for three years, netting 56 
times in 122 League starts, 
before moving to Chester in 
the Third Division (North } as 
player-boss in 1957. Still in 
splendid pfovtcal fettle as he ap- 
proached his 4Qib birthday. . 
Pearson helped his new club 


Pearson: ma s te rful bad control 


reach the Welsh Cup Final in 
1958 before retiring as a play- 
er in 1959. He remained at 
Sealand Road as manager but 
his team struggled in the 
League's lower reaches and 
this charming hut quiet fellow 
did not relish the pressure, so 
he resigned in November 1%1. 

Thereafter Pearson, who was 
twice widowed, ran a news- 
agent's shop and post office in 
Prestbuiy. Cheshire, until the 
1980& Hecontinued lobe an mid 
fan of his beloved Red Devils. 

Ivan Pouting 

Stanley doe ftarson. footballer 
bom Salford. Lancashire 11 Jan- 
uary 1919: player for Manchester 
United 1935-54, Bury 1954-57, 
Chester 1957-59; capped a^it rimes 
for Errand 1948-52: manager for 
Chester 1957-61; died AJderiey 
Edge, Cheshire 17 February 1997. 
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Iris Freeman 


Many thought management 
and unions behaved like squab- 
bling children during Fleet 
Street's industrial relations wans 
of the 1970s. Only Iris Freeman 
carried the insight into the 
practice of employment law. 

When one particularly diffi- 
cult confrontation between the 
formidable Jocelyn Stevens, 
then managing director of the 
Daily Express, and the equally 
determined union representa- 
tives looked like ending in a 
strike, she told them she was go- 
ing to leave them until they 
stopped acting like naughty in- 
fants. And she walked out, 
lucking rhe door behind her. 
Three hours later, she unlocked 
the door and they emerged 
with a deal and an enduring af- 
fection for a lawver who treat- 


ed them as she treated everyone 
- with the respect they de- 
served and an unwavering be- 
lief that everything was possible. 

It was a belief that she car- 
ried with her through her own 
three outstandingly successful 
careers - as wife and mother, as 
a lawyer and as an author. 

Sbe had been brought up to 
believe that a woman's first 
duty was to raise a family and. 
among all her more worldly suc- 
cesses. she was always proudest 
of her role as a wife and moth- 
er. Her marriage to David Free- 
man. the founder of the City law- 
firm D J. Freeman, was mar- 
vellously happy. They had fall- 
en in love at first sight and 
stayed that way until the day she 
died. They married in 1950, 
three years after she graduated 



Fteeman: anything is possible 

from University College Lon- 
don in Psychology with Sociol- 
ogy and Philosophy. While he 
was building bis practice, she 
raised three children, all of 


whom went on to successful ca- 
reers in business and the media. 

But her devotion to her fam- 
ily never led her to believe that 
was all there was to her life. At 
the age of 40 she qualified as a 
lawyer and joined DJ. Freeman 
to create its specialist employ- 
meat group. Sbe and David 
{freeman had spotted the open- 
ing created by the new em- 
ployment legislation of the 
1970s and over the following 
years Iris Freeman built one of 
Britain's leading employment 
practices which has handled 
many high-profile cases. When 
George Davies was sacked from 
Next, he turned to D J. Free- 
man, as did Peter Robinson of 
Woolwich Building Society and 
many other senior executives. 
Many leading QCs today like 


Lord Irvine of Lairg received 
some of their first briefs from 
Iris Freeman. 

Sbe was a pioneer not only in 
employment law but also for the 
position of women in City l?w 
firms. One of her numerous 
legacies is the fact that today 
DJ. Freeman has a higher pro- 
portion of women partners than 
any other City law firm. Unlike 
many of his generation, David 
Freeman never felt threatened 
by clever women and his pride 
in his wife's achievements gave 
him the confidence to make the 
firm more open and merito- 
cratic than many of its older and 
stuffier competitors. Her en- 
thusiasm for every case, her 
commitment to her clients and 
her encouragement of young 
lawyers helped create a family 


atmosphere, which stiD charac- 
terises the firm and is rarely 
found in large City practices. 

Iris Freeman had an irre- 
pressible optimism about life. 
For her, no door was .ever 
closed - solutions could always 
be found to die bloodiest labour 
disputes, the most recalcitrant 
child could always be helped to 
pass an exam. And, when she 
felt that it was time to retire 
from practising law, she re- 
solved to realise her childhood 
dream of becoming an author. 
At the age of 63, she decided 
that no one had properly told 
the extraordinary story of Lord 
Denning and that she now 
would. And within three years 
she produced a critically ac- 
claimed biography. Lord Den- 
ning : a life (1993). that, for the 


first time, pioperiyduanided the 
life and times of one of Britain's 
most remarkable lawyers. 

Like so many before him, 
Denning fell under her spell and 
author and subject developed a 
strong friendship. Halfway 
through the book, this caused 
her a period of deep anguish. 
She profoundly disagreed with 
his belief that successive waves 
of immigration had undermined 
the England he loved. For 
someone so proud of her Jew- 
ish heritage, this was intensely 
troubling. Yet she had also be- 
come fond of Denning and did 
not want to do anything to hurt 
him. In the end, she found a way 
of assessing his views which was 
accurate and helped too the 
reader to understand their ori- 
gins. It is a tribute to her fair- 


ness that in doing so she re- 
tained both her fidelity to the 
historical record and Denning's 
friendship. At the time of her 
death she was working on a new 
biography of Lord Goodman. 

Her final illness came on 
suddenly and was borne with 
characteristic fortitude. Her, 
life remains a testament to : 
her beliefs - in the importance 
of family and that, if you treat 
others fairly and with respect, 
anything is possible. 

Michael Sherrard 

Iris Margaret Alberge. writer and 

lawyer bom London 7 July 1927; 
partner DJ. Freeman 1970-86, 
consultant 1 986-94; married 
1950 David Freeman (two sons, 
erne daug h ter); died London 1 7 
February 1997. 



Birllis, 

Marriages 

&Deaths 


BIRTHS 

KIN sift. On 7 fchruaiv 10 Stephen and 
JancL at John Radciiffc Hospital a 
son, Rufus Gcorjjc Christopher, a 
brother for Edward and Peter. Aiwavs 
u: mm 6c ring Rose. 

AnaowKcnienb for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to the Gazette Editor, 
The Independent. 1 Canada Square. Ca- 
nary Wharf. London E14 SDL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 or to 
0171-293 2010. and a re char ged nt £&50 
a line l VAT extrai, OTHER Gazette an- 
nouamociilx [notices, functions, Fbrtb- 
coming marriages. Marriages I Bust be 
submitted in writing lor Gnrdl and are 
charged at £10 a line. VAT extra. Please 
Include a daytime telephone numbed 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

^qta^IkDobearEdlnbBeh^iilM 
C "“*^ 11 H** CtidfanL Suoor 

» <h«ln veil Ka*rnh. 

Hibran nl Qaur 
Changing or the Guard 

Th * r Hnii^biill Ca>3ln MnuoiPl HupowM 



Birthdays 

King Harold V of Norway, 60, Sir 
John Bourn, Comptroller and Au- 
ditor General 63; Professor Ruth 
Bowden, anatomist 82: Mr Simon 
Coombs MP, 50; Miss Jilly Cooper, 
author and journalist, 60; "M Hubert 
do Givenchy, fashion designer, 70: 
Mr Michael Dcakin. documentary 
Gim maker. 58: Mr Leslie Durbin, sil- 
versmith, 84; Dame Janet Fookes MP. 
61; Sir John Gouhten. UK Permanent 
Representative. North Atlantic 
Council, 56: Mr Canon Greig, com- 
pany chairman. 72: Sir Michael 
Gtyils MP 63; Sir Conrad Hearn, for- 
mer .senior civil servant. 81 ; Sir Regi- 
nald Hibbert. former ambassador io 
F rance, 75; Sir John McGregor HEI, 
former chairman. British Nuclear Fu- 
els, 76: Lord Hunter, a fanner Sen- 
ator of (he College of Justice in 
Scotland. 84: Mr Peter McEneiy, ac- 
tor, 57; Mr Robert Mugahc. President 
of Zimbabwe, 73; Professor Sir Ru- 
pert Myers, scientist. 7b; General Sir 
Robert Pascoc. former Adjutant- 
General. 65: Sir Ashley Ponsonby. 
former Lord- Lieutenant of Oxford- 
shire, 76; Professor John Prescott, 
principaL Wye College. 60*. Ll-Gen 
Sir John Richards, fanner Marshal 
of the Diplomatic Corps, 7ft Mr Alan 
Rickman, actor. 51 : Professor Fred- 
erick Rimmcr. Emeritus Professor of. 
Music, Glasgow Uoiversiiv. S3; Miss 
Nina Simone, singer, 63: Mr Richard 


Turner-Warwick, surgeon and urol- 
ogist. 72; Professor Leslie Wagner. 
Principal and Chief Executive, Leeds 
Metropolitan University. 54; Mr 
David Wood, actor and playwright. 53. 

Anniversaries 

Births: John Henry Newman, Car- 
dinal, 1801; Wystan Hugh Auden, 
poet. 1907: Douglas Bader, fighter pi- 
lot. 1910. Deaths*. Baruch Spinoza, 
philosopher, 1677; Jethro Tull, agri- 
cultural writer. 1741; Howard Wal- 
ler Florey, Baron Florey, pathologist, 
196S. On this day: the New Statesman 
was founded. 1931; identity cards 
were abolished in Britain, 1952 To- 
day Is i he Feast Day of Si George of 
Amastris, St German us of Gianfel, 
St Peter Damian. St Robert South- 
well and St Scverian of Scythopolis. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.1 1pm. 

L'nited Synagogues: 0181-343 8989. 
Federation of Synagogues 0181-202 
2263. Union of Utiera] and Progre ssive 
Synagogues 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181049 
4731. Spanish and Portuguese j m 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573. New 
London Snugopn- (Masortl): 0171*328 
1024. 


Strike-out provision did. not apply to stored proceedings 


Whitehead ▼ Aron District Coun- 
cil; Court of Appeal (Lord Woolf, 
Master of the Rolls, Lord Justice 
Thorpe, Lord Justice Waller) 

10 February 1997 

Where proceedings were stayed 
by order of the court, the pro- 
visions of Order 1 7, rule 1 1 (9), 
automatically striking out the 
action if no request for a bear- 
ing date were made within 15 
months of the close of plead- 
ings, ceased to apply unless ex- 
pressly preserved tty the order. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by (he defen- 
dant, Avon County Council 
against the decision of Judge 
Baueitauty, sitting in Bath Coun- 
ty Gourt on 34 March 1995, that 
an action by the plaintiff, Cyn- 
thia Whitehead, had not been 
struck out. automatically under 
rule Order 17, rule 11(9). 

The plaintiffs action was for 
damages for injuries to her 
back. Pleadings dosed on 22 
April 1992 and the 15-month 


period under Order 17, rule 
1 1(9), was to have expired on 
22 July 1993. But the time for 
requesting a hearing date was 
extended by the court until 30 
September 1993, thus post- 
poning the “guillotine date" to 
30 June 1994. Then in Sep- 
tember 1993 the proceedings 
were stayed pending examina- 
tion of the plaintiff tty the de- 
fendant's psychiatrist. The 
plaintiff appealed against the 
order because she wished to 
have a companion present 
when examined. The judge re- 
jected her appeal and she ap- 
pealed to the Court of Appeal 
but no appeal had been heard 
before 30 June 1994. 

In January 1995 the defen- 
dant sought a declaration that 
the action had been automat- 
ically struck out. It contended 
that although a stay imposed a 


£> USjD 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

21 February 1997 

procedural bar on the taking of 
further steps in the action, the 
action still subsisted and rule 
.11(9) bad the effect of auto- 
matically striking our the pro- 
ceedings when the guillotine 
period expired. Alternatively, 
if the plaintiff was prevented 
from requesting a hearing dale 
while the action was stayed, she 
could still apply for an exten- 
sion of time for making such a 
request in order to keep the ac- 
tion alive, and since she failed 
to do so, it was automatically 
struck out under the rule. 
Andrew Calender QC and Christo- 
pher Russdl tCoUycr-BristOK for 
Bennett Metcalfe, Bristol ) for the de- 
fendant; Edwin GlasgffwQC and Pe- 
ter Langlois (Campbell Hooper, for 
Faulkners, Frome) for the plaintiff 

Lord Justice Waller said the 
question was one of construc- 


tion of the particular order, in 
the context of the facts cif the 
case, and of the rules. The phi- 
losophy of the rules appeared 
from Order 17, rule ll(2)(b) to 
be that the automatic directions 
were to have effect “subject to 
arty directions by the court". 

In construing the rules, the 
court would bear in mind that 
their aim was to take matters 
out of the parties 1 hands so far 
as time-keeping was con- 
cerned. because, as the Master 
of the Rolls said in Downer & 
Downer Ltd v Brough [1996] 1 
WLR 575 at 582. they “cannot 
be relied to act with expedi- 
tion". But as Downer showed, 
(a) if orders were inconsistent 
with the automatic directions, 
those directions might well 
cease to have effect, and (b) the 
aim of die rales could also be 
achieved by the court itself 


making appropriate orders. 

With a draconian provision 
such as Order 17. rule 1 1(9) in ' 
the background it was critical- 
ly important where the court 
made an order outride the au- 
tomatic directions, that the par- 
ties be dear as to whether the 
draconian rule applied or not. 

If the curiCT specified a time - 
for the operation of the rule, 
the imposition of a stay could 
not prevent an application to 
extend such time. 

Where the court made an or- 
der aajfingprocwdiQgJwiUuHii 
words in the order preserving 
the date tty which the plaintiff 
was obliged and able to request . 
afafaring,anotderforastaywus 
inconsistent with the automat- 
ic directions. It followed that on 
the proper construction of the 
rules and on the authority of ' 
Downer die automatic diraxkra' 
ceased rb apply: therefore rule •; 
11(9) must also cease to apply, j 

fail Magrath, Banister 
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the leader page 



S o Deng is dead. For many, the 
more newsworthy headline yes- 
terday might have been: "Deng 
; ■ has been alive for the past sixyeais”. 
' - v It seems the Chinese government had 
made contingency plans and that 
- ' the death of their 92-year-old para- 
* mount reader failed to take them by 
v. ■ surprise. So it is safe to assume that 
"• ' little will change as a result. 

Nevertheless, this is a moment for 
us to pause and consider the future for 
the most populous nation on earth. 
For there is an important item of 
' • • V.; ■ un fihished buaness that we have with 
• - ■> China -the hand-over of Hong Kong, 

. ' ' w'sich is to be concluded in three 
. : months’ time; and much about the 

- future of the colony is stfll unknown.' 
Of Course we do not presume to 
tell the Chinese government what to 
' do. We hold back from declaring 
- - r - democratic capitalism to be a global 
7. ' value system, and urging the conver- 

« ‘ sion of a quarter of the world’s pop- 
* ,- ; V : ulation to the virtues of Coca-Cola 
” ■ :.-V- and high energy consumption. 

: ■ ■ ■ Human rights, on the other hand, are 
, 7 v.- global values and we will continue to 
lecture the Chinese authorities about 
.,v„: them. But on Hong Kong our appeal 
• is primarily to their self-interest 
- - Deng was the intellectual andpoht- 

r ical father of the arrangement for 


uncertainty lives on 


transferring Hong Kong back to 
China. “One country, two systems”, 
which roll preserve Hong Kong’s 
capitalist system and a degree of 
autonomy for SO years, was his inge- 
nious fix to assure the residents of the 
colony that their future was not in 
doubt. Deng was always described as 
a pragmatist. 

But Deng will also be remem- 
bered ua Hong Kong as the man who 
sent the tanks into Tiananm en ~ 
Square, ending any hope that China 
could in the shortterm have a peace- 
ful transition to democracy. Neither 
Hong Kong nor China itself have yet 
been, reconciled to ..these events. 
Deng’s death may begin the process, 
but as yet everyone is stfll tip-toeing 
around the- issue. This week, the best 
that the normally outspoken 
Madeleine Albright could manage 
was to talk of the Tiananmen Square 
“actions” as “troublesome”. 

There were, hopeful signs from 
Hong Kong yesterday that the spirit 
of pragmatism wiD be what survives 
Drag. Governor Chris Patten went to 
the de facto embassy of China in the 
colony to pay his respects. If is the 
first time that Mr Patten, regarded by 
the Chinese leadership as the whore 
of the East, has been permitted to 
enter this inner sanctum. Hie first 
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aircraft (a test flight) landed at Hong 
Kong's new airport, which was once 
the most concrete sign of the violent 
disagreements between London and 
Peking. And Ihng Chee-hwa, who 
wiD take over from Mr Patten as chief 
executive of Hong Kong, announced 
that the civil service heads of depart- 
ment will all be staying on, guaran- 
teeing continuity. 

So far, sb good. 

' But there are several months to go 
before the transfer of power; and the 
party congress to decide on the new 
Chinese leadership win not be before 


October. Between now and then, a 
great deal will happen in both Hong 
Kong and China that could be for 
more destabilising than the widely 
predicted death of Drag. 

It may be that now that Deng is 
dead, the new leadership - perhaps 
more coherent more sure of itself - 
can consolidate reform, and m the 
process take a more emollient view 
of Hong Kong. But there is just as big 
a possibility that Hong Kong will 
become a political football in file suc- 
cession struggle. Though the para- 
mountcy of Hang Zemin is assured. 


there could still be much jostling 
lower down the chain of command. 

There is a debate about China’s 
own future that could be played out 
overHongKong. Hie idea of “social- 
ism with Chinese characteristics’* - 
China’s unique fusion of capitalism 
and yt ciah'snn —is still an u ns table mnr 
that could be explosive* 

Hong Kong needs to know that it 
will remain a place where the rule of 
law operates. That means that gov- 
ernment as well as citizens are sub- 
ject to law, and that the civil rights 
won under British rule will not be 
undermined. 

Hong Kong is important to China’s 
self-interest as the main junction 
box between mainland China and the 
world. The rest of the world is watch- 
ing : the United States, in particular, 
has made a point of saying that it wfll 
regard human rights in Hong Kong 
as a bench-mark for relations 
between Washington and Peking. Ms 
Albright will not always be as tactful. 

Then there is Taiwan to consider, 
another appeal to China’s perception 
of its own Interests: if Hong Kong can 
be shown to operate successfully 
under the “one country, two systems” 
label, then the same principle may 
eventually be transferable across the 
Thiwan strait. 


When Deng saw Lord MacLehose 
back in 1978 to discuss the hand- 
over of power, he told the then- 
governor to return to the people of 
Hong Kong and “put their hearts at 
ease”. Jiang Zemin and the others 
who will supervise the transfer of 
power in Hong Kong should take 
heed of this injunction. 


Savaging the 
Euro-sceptics 

ome on in. Sir Geoffrey's on 
V^sparkling form tonight,” was 
the famous entry for a iVeu- Statesman 
competition which asked for words to 
chill the heart on arrival at a party. 
But Sir Geoffrey, now Lord Howe, 
was indeed on sparkling form yes- 
terday, suggesting that he might not 
vote Tory if there was much more of 
this Euro-sceptic nonsense. 

Leave aside the fact that, as a peer, 
he doesn’t have a vote. Once the 
architect of monetarism, then a dead 
sheep. Lord Howe has completed 
another metamorphosis into the sort 
of principled pro-European we want 
to support. A welcome guest indeed. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Ms S: the 
need for help 
and sympathy 

Sir In November 1982, 1 was 
threatened with the same 
treatment as Ms S (leading article, 
19 February), because my child was 
in the breech position.1 was so * 
frightened 1 left the country in 
order to give birth naturally, 
without any drugs and without 
being cut open. I bad a wonderful, 
relatively pain-free birth and my 
daughter is now 14 years old and 
doingweU. 

Asa mental health social 
worker, approved by the local . 
authority, 1 knew exactly what . 

doctors could do. Hence my flight. 

Ms S has my fullest sympathy. 
Before her ordeall am sure she 
was “in full possession of her 
senses” -by the time this saga is 
settled and over she may well be in 
need of the mental health services. 
Giving birth is stressful enough* but 
to have to contend with the full 
weight and wxatb of the medical 
profession as well Is enough to 
make any sane woman become flL 
Ms Swill need all the help and 
support we con give her. 

MARY JEAN BOWLES 
London SES 

Sin The purpose of the Mental 
Health Act is the compulsory 
treatment of mental disorder. 

lb what extent can a Caesarean 
section be considered treatment 
for a mental disorder? In the case 
of Tameside and GIossop Acute 
Services Trust vs CH. 22 January 
1996, Mr Justice Will confirmed 
that, on the particular facts, a 
Caesarean section was treatment 
for the mental disorder suffered 
and could, therefore, be carried out 
without the consent of the patient, 
under the statutory authority of 
section 63. 

This approach can be 
contrasted with the case of C, who 
was detained under the Mental 
Health Act suffering from 
schizophrenia, but who was 
entitled to withhold consent to an 
operation to amputate his 
gangrenous leg. in that case there 
was deemed to be no connection 

between the mental disorder 

suffered and the physical disorder 
of gangrene and the court upheld 
the patient’s right to make a 
decision which might lead to his 
death. . . 

Your article is right to question 
whether refusing treatment m 
these circumstances is evidence of 
mental disorder, equally worrying 
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, i’!. from a civil rights perspective is 
. , . . Vi «*’ whether the treatment authorised 

i ^ ** bt- section 63 of the Mental Health 

Act can consist of intervention of . 
what appears to be a purely 
physical nature. 

. STEPHEN JONES 
Senior Lecturer 

•; Lhttpaol John Moons Unnvsuy 

Sin It is well established that a 
' person cannot be forced to 

-- - undergo mct&al treatment for the 

benefit of another. So. for 

example, a father cannot be 

compelled to donate biswne- 
' .. mamw u> benefit his chfld, even if 
without it the child will almost 

wines to consider the 
case of a pregnant won^raisng 
' • medical treatment, which refusal 

wfll result in the death of her 

• unborn child as well as her own- 

Putting aside the rather vexed 

question of whether (he rights of 
men to refuse medical ucatment 

are greater than the rights 

. aoordcdW women in these 
■ circumstances, and the dear but 

difficult conffict between the rights 



of a woman and her unborn child, 
can itreafly be-suggested that the 
rights of a foetus are greater than 
those of a _ child wiifra life- 
threatening but curaUe medical 
complaint? 

HEATHER LAWRENCE 

Gray’s bm ■ - - - 4 .. 

London WC1 


Reform that is 
long overdue 

Sin Amfrew Mare (“The voices that 
may dash all hopes of reform”, 19 
February) illustrates why the 
debate about how we govern 
ourselves must not be left to 
politicians. They are - 
understandably, under our . - 

electoral system - preoccupied 
durmg the pre-election period with , 
the need to impress focus groups, 
win over floating voters, and court 
the media. 

Yet surveys such as the State of 
the Naiinn poil, carried out by 
I CM for the Joseph Rowntree 
Reform Trust, show that public 

support for democratic reform is. 
strong. 

People’s confidence m 

politicians has plummeted. They 
want to have more of a say izt 
decisions which affect their fives - 
to feel that their opinions matter 

more often than every five years. 

T his means a more open and 
accountable government, power 
decentralised from Westminster, 
and protection for our rights jn law, 

as wefi as a proportional voting 

system. 

It is vital that there is an 
opportunity for the public to 
debate these fcsues with their 
fltidans, and we hope that 
iter 88*s Democracy Day 


meetings, held just before \ 
day,wiuprovkfe this. Theycoulc 
also demonstrate to the Labour 
Party -which can seem! 
unentbusiastic about reform -1 
in the .voters’ eyes their proposals 
aie^na^ than just welcome. They 
areionffoverdue. 


ANDREW PUDDEPHATT 
Director; Charter 88 
London EC 1 


Give patients a 
choice of hospital 

Sin Doctors Mark Monaghan and 
David Jewitt (letter, 18 February) 
suggest that patients on waiting 
fists at one hospital should be 
referred to another where the 
waiting list is shorter. 

There arc many reasons why 
some hospitals have shorter waiting 
lists than others, the most common 
of which is that patients do not 
want to be treated there. 

Therefore, the suggestion made 
cannot be good for patient care as 
it removes the right of the patient 
and their GP to choose which 
hospital to go to for treatment 

Surety it is mare logical to 
provide funds for the patients to 
be treated at their chosen 
hospital? 

DrCBUCKNALL 

Consultant Can£obgist& CEnical 

Director 

MrRSMITH. 

Directorate Manager 
Qtrdio-Thcradc Centre 
Guy’s &$t Thomas' Hospital 
London SE1 


Politics of social 
worker bashing 

Sin It is botb.onfair and misleading 
of the Government to play politics 
with the professional reputation of 
social work (“Major must be in a fix 
if it’s political correctness again”, 

18 February). John Major's recent 
comments about “politically 
correct social workers” only show 
that the Government is so 
desperate to find a scapegoat that it 
will happily resort to meaningless 
cliches. 

Social work must be open to 
rigorous scrutiny, a fact nobody in 
the profession would dispute. 
Indeed the concept of a regulation 
and registration council for social 
work has widespread support 
within the profession but the 
Government is not prepared to 
take tins obvious step to protect the 
public. 

The changes to adoption 
introduced by the Health 
Secretary, Stephen Dorr ell, have 
found much support within social 
services and are nothing radical - 
so wbv cloak them in rhetoric which 
only drives a wedge between social 
workers and the families who need 
thrirhelp? 

A recent public opinion poll 
conducted by NOP lor 
Community Care, found that more 
than half of the public disagreed 
with the notion that social 
workers are an “unnecessary 
interference" in people’s lives. 

The pon also found that three- 
quarters were opposed to social • 
services being ran by private 


companies and charities, rather 
than by local government. 

So perhaps ministers are wrong m 
thinking that there are votes in tired 
social worker bashing and extending 
privatisation to services for society’s 
most vulnerable and marginalised 
people, where exmsumer choice wifi 
never be a reality. 

TERKYPHILPOT 

Editor 

Community Care 
Sutton, Surrey 


The myth behind 
British invention 

Sir. Peter Popham’s article (“It’s all 
make-believe”, 18 February) raises 
important questions. British 
engineering, design and 
manufacture has bees in relative 
decline for a century and a half and 
for much of that time we have 

tided invention. We associate 
great engineers with invention: 
Watt with the separate condenser, 
Stephenson with the steam 
locomotive. Parsons with the 
turbine. Whittle with the gas 
turbine. Somehow the myth has 
been generated that the British are 
especially inventive; then it is 
believed that the British engineer 
invents world-beating products but 
only foreign companies profit by 
them. . 

This self-delusion would be no 
more than a charming example of 
chauvinism, were it not associated 
with a complete misunderstanding 
ofwhat design is 80 about. Design 
is not merely invention, it is getting 
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a useful product right More 
important than invention is the 
disciplined derision-malting 
needed to solve the thousands of 
problems that arise between the 
conception of the design brief and 
the driivezy to the customer of a 
product which is profitable to own 
and profitable to make. 

DJ LEECH 
Swansea 


Arachnophobia 
and the dinosaurs 

Sin lb your seven theories about 
extinction of the dinosaurs (“The 
day the dinosaurs died”, IS 
February), may I add an eighth? 

The later dinosaurs had to share 
the world with the early ancestors 
of today’s mammals — small and 
agile creatures- scurrying round 
their feet. Bearing in mind the 
attitude of many people to our 
present domestic livestock, mice 
and spiders (small and agile), I 
think the poor old reptiles simply 
died of fright. 

The Rev EDDIE TAYLOR 
Haworth, West Yorkshire 


Car-free Camden? 

Sin What a trendy, innovative idea 
of Camden's to create car-free 
estates (“So you want to live here? 
Then we won’t let you buy your 
own car”, 15 February). Does this 
mean that Camden councillors 
and employees will be selling their 
cars and closing their own car 
parks, or is it one law for the 
Camden commissars and one for 
the rest of us? 

AKERSTEIN 
Ilford, Essex 


Democracy the 
Swampy way 

Sin Swampy is not, as Norman 
Webb argues (Letters, 19 
February), against democracy. He 
has simply noticed that in one 
important field, road-building, it 
does not operate. 

Any consultation about new 
roads begins only after the decision 
to build has been made. The dice 
are loaded from the start. The 
whole apparatus of spin doctors, 
PR consultants and glossy 
brochures is wheeled in to comfort 
a local population whose chief 
interest is to take the horrible noise 
and pollution into somebody rise’s 
backyard. 

Objectors cannot maich the 
resources that the Department of 
Transport can deploy, not least 
because the latter charges for 
access to its documents. Expensive 
QCs are on hand to clobber into 
the ground any witnesses on the 
side of doubt The Highways 
Agency which steers the scheme is 
a quango. The inquiry which 
follows is a piece of theatre which 
the public can witness but not 
influence. 

Our son lived for more than two 
in the magnificent old oak at 
tie, which was demolished so 
casually in the view of millions of 
televirion viewers earlier this 
month. He would like the “strong 
institutions which thwart 
corruption” that Mi Webb finds 
praiseworthy. What he gets are 
political leaders focused on the 
voters of about 100 marginal 
constituencies, who will determine 
the outcome of the next general 
election. He sees greed, selfishness, 
narrow-mindedness, blinkered 
virion and political cowardice, and 
has turned away. He takes no 
financial benefits from this society, 
other than what his parents earn. 
The meagre benefits we provide as 
taxpayers to his colleagues are a 
good deal less Lhan those taken 
from us by the DoTs lawyers. His 
and Swampy's moral base, it seems 
to us, is secure, and their 
judgement understandable. 
RICHARD and ELIZABETH COOK 
Cambridge 


Hamlet blows 
hot and cold 

Sin With reference to the time of 
year in Hamlet (letters, IS and 19 
February): yes, the ghost scenes 
suggest that it is cold, but the 
Queen, describing Ophelia's death, 
says her garland has “crow-fiowera, 
nettles, dairies, long purples”, and 
the willow “shows his hoar leaves in 
the glassy stream”. It is not so cold 
that the gravediggers can’t dig 
graves, or too stormy for Laertes to 
sail to Paris and back, and Hamlet 
to set sail for England. 

The point is that no particular 
season is indicated in the play. The 
chill of the ghost scenes and the 
floweriness of Ophelia are mental 
states and complement each other. 
EMMA TRISTRAM 
Binsted, West Sussex 


Bracing verse 

Sin Noting the further commentary 
over the obituary about Nora Beioff 
(18 February), 1 must remind Jack 
Pole that although I had enormous 
respect for her, the poem about the 
maths master’s fauces was not 
written by her, but by me. She was 
unlikely to have seen Mr Morris’s 
braces because they would normally 
only be revealed in the boys’ 
changing room. 

MICHAEL SELSON 
Rotherham, South Ybrkshire 
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//FT^ he emperor is 
I \ dead, long live 

1 the emperor.'' 

If As China 

A. awoke yester- 

day to the news that' Deng 
Xiaoping had passed away, the 
only thing missing was a senior 
figure with enough stature to 
fill Mr Deng’s shoes. For the 
first time since its founding in 
1949. the People's Republic of 
China is without a credible 
“paramount leader", and it is 
with no little unease that the 
world waits to see if China's 
political system really has 
matured into some sort of col- 
lective leadership. 

President Jiang Zemin, the 
man who has ostensibly been in 
charge since Mr Deng was last 
seen in public three years ago, 
must be thinkin g that his men- 
tor might have timed his death 
with a little more care. China is 
only two weeks into the new 
Year of the Ox. and for the 
superstitious any unfortunate 
event before tonight's full 
moon represents a bad omen 
for the year. More practically 
for Mr Jiang, whose priority for 
the immediate future is main- 
taining social stability, is the 
fact that during the Chinese 
New Year period, up to 90 mil- 
lion floating workers are on the 
move as they travel back to 
work after the country's most 
important public holiday. Secu- 
rity will be extra tight over the 
next few weeks. 

Mr Jiang and his colleagues 
had been gearing up for world 
attention to focus on China in 
1997, but for rather different 
reasons. The annual gathering 
of China’s parliament, the 
National People's Congress, will 
convene in Peking a week on 
Saturday; and this year's meet- 
ing of the rubber-stamp body 
was supposed to be a celebra- 
tion of the final countdown to 
Hong Kong's return to the 
motherland. Instead, itwill now 
be dominated by public tributes 
to Mr Deng, and a private 
scramble by top leaders to estab- 
lish their leadership positions. 

China's nationalistic run-up 
to the July 1 Hong Kong tran- 
sition will be overshadowed by 
the uncertainty felt by the rest 
of the world over China's polit- 
ical stability in the post-Deng 
era. It probably will not be 
until this autumn's full Chinese 
Communist Party Congress, 
held only once every five years, 
that the shape of the new top 
leadership grouping starts to 
fall into place. Even before 
Mr Deng's departure, this was 
the congress that Mr Jiang 
hoped would put the seal on his 
status as Mr Deng's official 
heir. Mr Jiang - who is also 
party chief and head of the 
army - will have to do some 



The uncharismatic seventy-year-old Jiang Zemin, thrust to power as a compromise figure after the Tiananmen massacre, is never gong to be a patriarch in the mould of Mao or Derg 
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The long march to a new order 


deft political manoeuvring as 
he seeks to keep the support of 
key personalities and the mili- 
tary. The Congress must estab- 
lish, for instance, who mil take 
over as prime minister when Li 
Peng finishes his second term in 
March 1998. 

If Mr Jiang emerges secure 
after the Congress, as most 
analysts at the moment believe 
he can, he will claim his diplo- 
matic prize of the year - a sum- 
mit meeting with President 
Clinton, probably in Washing- 
ton. And if all goes according 
to plan, China’s year will wind 
up with the last of the already 
officially-designated “impor- 
tant events" of 1997, the diver- 
sion of the Yangtze River for 
the Three Gorges Dam project. 

China may be able to change 
the course of one of the world's 
great waterways, but will it for 
the first time be able to secure 
a smooth succession of political 
power? When Chairman Mao 
died at the end of the Cultural 
Revolution's 10-year devasta- 
tion, it needed the army to 
propel Mr Deng to paramount 
leader status. “1 think the situ- 
ation now is totally different," 


Deng Xiaoping may have left a legacy of economic modernisation 
and political stability to his chosen successor Jiang Zemin, but 
democracy is still only a distant prospect, says Teresa Poole 


says a senior Western diplomat 
in Peking. “When Mao died we 
were at the end of an unprece- 
dentedly negative decade, one 
of enormous chaos, huge suf- 
fering, political exhaustion. It's 
different now. There are huge 
numbers of problems in China 
but we are not in that kind of 
situation at all. There is a con- 
sensus, with qualifications, on 
which way China is headed. 
There is a consensus that eco- 
nomic reform has been right 
And that there isn’t really a 
proper alternative to that." Nor 
is there any obvious alternative 
as “core" leader to the 
uncharismatic Mr Jiang. At the 
moment there are no evident 
rivals for the top job. 

Whatever the efforts of the 
propaganda machine, 70-year- 
old Mr Jiang was never going 
to be a patriarch in the same 
mould as Mao and Deng. Bom 
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in Jiangsu province and trained 
in the Soviet Union, he rose 
steadily through the party r anks 
in the Shanghai municipality 
before he was unexpectedly 
elevated to Communist Party' 
chief in the wake of the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 
He was a compromise figure 
whose main claim to promotion 
was that no one objected 
strongly enough to him. 

F rom this unpromising 
start, Mr Deng’s pro- 
tracted decline has 
allowed the president time to 
establish some sort of power 
base. He has also over the past 
year sought to put his own 
marie on Chinese politics with 
a much-vaunted campaign to 
create a “spiritual civilisation", 
an elusive concept in China's 
get-rich-quick society. 

Mr Jiang’s political flair may 
be limited, but he has one 
strong card in his hand. China's 
senior leaders know that a 
destabilising power struggle 
would only weaken the hold of 
the Communist Party. To bor- 
row from Benjamin Franklin, 
albeit talking of a very different 
matter. Mr Jiang and his col- 
leagues might observe the dic- 
tum: “We must indeed all hang 
together, or, most assuredly, we 
shall all hang separately." 

If China is to have a “core" 
leader rather than an emperor, 
the most pressing question is 
whether the lacklustre Mr Jiang 
can steer the country through 
the next stage of reform and 


deal with the inherent contra- 
dictions of the “socialist market 
economy" bequeathed by 
Mr Deng. China's economy 
may have been transformed, 
but its politics are as strange as 
ever. What other major coun- 
try in the world these days 
would have a question mark 
hanging over it because of the 
death of a 92-year-old man 
who had not been seen in pub- 
lic since 1994, and who had 
been too frail for months pos- 
sibly years, to wield any direct 
influence? 

It is symptomatic of todays 
China that while Chinese offi- 
cials were maintaining until the 
end that Mr Deng's health had 
seen “no great change", with 
hindsight the first official indi- 
cation that his condition was 
severe was a front-page report 
in the country's main stock- 
market newspaper saying that 
a meeting of top leaders had 
been held on Tuesday in Mdng 
“to study Deng’s economic 
theories". The message was: we 
are not telling anyone about 
Mr Deng's condition, but 
share-trading is OK. 

The first public announce- 
ment following confirmation of 
Mr Deng’s death illustrated the 
enduring Communist approach 
to collective deciskm-maldng. A 
total of 459 officials were 
appointed to the funeral com- 
mittee, with Mr Jiang as chair- 
man. The committee's first 
decree was that no foreign 
dignitaries and no foreign 
media will attend the funeral 


and mourning ceremonies. 

In such a secret and opaque 
political system, an individual's 
political dout has more to do 
with personal prestige than any 
job title. In early 1992, for 
instance, two years after his for- 
mal retirement, Mr Deng 
quietly thwarted hardliner 
attempts to stifle his economic 
reforms by embarking on his 
“southern tour", thus kick- 
starting a new economic boom. 
An unpublicised trip by an old 
man without any formal posi- 
tion was what defined China's 
subsequent policy direction. 

It is personal prestige which 
Mr Jiang so sorely lacks, 
despite hjs tendency to break 
into song when meeting other 
heads of state. Yet it is his gov- 
ernment which must now 
grapple with China’s main 
problems, such as rising unem- 
ployment, venal corruption, a 
state sector where nearly half 
the enterprises are losing 
money, and an increasing 
inability to impose central con- 
trol on China’s provinces. 

To date, there nas been much 
more talk than action on all 
these fronts because of the 
policy-making paralysis during 
Mr Deng’s protracted decline. 
Now that the post-Deng era has 
arrived, will this hiatus be 
resolved so that China can move 
definitively into the second 
stage of economic reform, a 
transition which will prove much 
more painful than the para- 
digm shift engineered by Mr 
Deng? Perhaps the most wor- 


rying prospect for this year b> not 
so much an overt power strug- 
gle, but that political jockeying 
for position behind the scenes 
means that serious policy- 
making is again put on hold. 
Urgent decisions, for example 
on bankrupt stale enterprises, 
will he left on the back-burner 
because the political risk of 
tackling them is too high. 


A t the moment, Mr Jiang 
hasmacro-cconomkson 
his side: this year 
China's economic growth is 
forecast at 10.5 per cent, while 
inflation remains around 6 per 
eent. statistics which help cush- 
ion the blow of massive state 
enterprise redundancies. The 
real challenge to Communist 
Party rule may come when 
political repression is accom- 
panied by Chinn's next cyclical 
economic downturn. 

With all China's dissidents 
and pro-democracy activists 
firmly behind bars, the chances 
in the short term of protest 
from below achieving real polit- 
ical change seem remote. The 
brutal truth is that persecuted 
mainland dissidents count for 
much more abroad than they 
do with the bulk of the popu- 
lation, who tend to view them 
as fighting a hopeless cause. 
Given the controlled official 
media and education system, 
Chinese who are angry about 
corruption and wilful officials 
rarely make the connection 
with the need for public 
accountability. China's pro- 
gression to a more open polit- 
ical system probably depends 
on the new cohort of younger 
bureaucrats, many with West- 
ern training, who are making 
their way up the ministries. 
But even they talk more about 
improving the rule of law than 


the prospect of Western -style 
democracy, ignoring any possi- 
ble link. 

In terms of personal free- 
dom. the Deng reform pro- 
gramme did a great deal to 
. reduce the party s control over 
people's lives. But next week- 
end s National People's Con- 
gress, when hundred*; of hand- 
picked trusties descend on the 
capital to vote through the 
party's legislative agenda, is u 
sharp reminder of just how 
Peking still, views the idea of 
representative government. 

'Despite this control - or 
should that be because of it? - 
the Communist Party is left 
with the. problem of securing a 
smooth political transition 
within the closed political sys- 
tem. Mr Jiang's own surprise 
promotion in 1989 illustrates 
the point. Plucked from relative 
political mediocrity, he was cat- 
apulted to high leadership pre- 
cisely because he lacked a 
defining political vision.- L 

In Chinese official jargon, 
Mao was the “first generation" 
leader, Deng led the “second 
generation", and Mr Jiang is at 
the core of the “third genera- 
tion”. So who then are the 
“fourth generation" leadership 
candidates, given that Mr Jiang 
is already 70 years old? There 
are none, and such inquiries arc 
off-limits while so much 
emphasis is being placed on 
bolstering the present leader- 
ship. But this is China's real 
succession question, and one 
which will .deieimine how the 
world's largest country devel- 
ops in the 21st century. On past 
performance, it could be well 
into the next century before 
that tricky personnel problem 
is resolved. The odds are that 
it will not be decided by nni- . 
veisal suffrage. 
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The long innings of Deng the cricket-lover 


F rom M Jean-Pieme 
Lacbaise. Sir, Many of 
the tributes to the late 
Deng Xiaoping have 
concentrated on his political 
career to the exclusion of his 
personal qualities, but as one 
of the few people left alive 
who remembers Deng 
Xiaoping from his student 
days m France. I can testify 
to his perhaps unexpected 
love oF cricket. 

“Chean-Bierre.” he would 
say to me - he had some 
difficulty with French 
consonants to begin with - 
“Chean-Bierre. as vou know, 

I shall devote my life to a 
world revolution. The people 
will take over. The masses 
will take power. But there are 
some things in the old order I 
shall regret having; to abolish, 
and one of them is crickeL" 
Where he had seen cricket 
being played 1 have no idea, 
but be always stuck to the old 
adage of “Know thine 
enemy", and he considered 
cricket to be the most 
quintessential hr aristocratic 
and Elitist of all sports. 

“You know," he once said 
lo me, “cricket is a para- 
doxical game. Everyone looks 
equaL Everyone seems to gel 
a fair whaclc. Everyone is 


dressed the same. Yet behind 
the empty rituals you will find 
power concentrated 
ruthlessly in the hands of one 
man, the captain. Cricket is 
autocracy dressed up as 
democracy. From this point 
of view it is indistinguishable 
from Marxism-Leninism." 

Incidentally, he pronounced 
his name not Deng but Dom, 
as in Dom Perigoon. 

From Dr Albert Anstrntber 
GPretd 

Sir, I am probably one of the 
few English people who took 

C m the Long March, the 
dus Chinese Communist 
trek to achieve liberation, and 
Deng Xiaoping soon learnt 
that I was English and sought 
me out to talk about crickeL 
Many was the time wc would 
seek out some flat piece of 
grass and bow] to each other 
with improvised bat and ball 
“Mao does not approve of 
my taste in sports," said 
Deng. “He thinks cricket is 
decadent and bourgeois." 

Tinm," I said. “Tricky, 
What do you say to that?" 

“I say to him that we have 
much to learn from cricket I 
tell him that without the 
wicket-keeper the bail would 
fly to the boundary, that if 
four men stand in a circle one 



■Miles 

Kington 

wifi surely catch the ball that 
11 men can cry “How is that?" 
but only one can decide on 
the truth. And he always nods 
and then writes all these 
things down in the little red 
book he is com piling. " 

Great days! Incidentally, 
he always pronounced his 
name not Deng but Don, as 
in Don Bradman. 

From Mr Herbert Sangster 
Sir, During the Forties I 
found myself in China as an 
agricultural adviser to 
Chiang Kai-Shek, but was 
captured by the Communists 
in the civil war. Things might 
have gone fll had Deng 


Xiaoping not discovered that 
I was a keen cricketer, and 
reinstated me as a Commun- 
ist agricultural adviser. 

It was always a great 
source of sadness to him that 
there were not enough 
Chinamen interested in 
cricket to form a team in the 
whole of China, so he 
depended upon foreigners 
for his playing companions, 
and was ready to capture 
them in battle if necessary. 
Nobody was more surprised 
than me when a Chinese 
army officer came round the 
prisoners of war shouting, 
“Anyone here play clicket?" 

Deng always had a sense of 
humour, and forbade us to 
refer to the ball called a 
Chinaman as a Chinaman. 

He used to loss me the ball 
and say, “Tly to get this man 
out with an Occidental!” 

His name, as far as 1 could 
make out, was pronounced 
“Dung". I once asked him 
which was the proper way to 
say it, but all he replied was, 
“Ah ha! As I suspected - vou 
cannot read the Chinaman!" 
Howwc laughed 
From Sir Norbert Winter 
Sic, One of my last acts as a 
diplomat before I retired was 
to accompany a trade 


delegation to Beijing, and 
there I was surprised to be 
interrogated fiercely by Deng 
about the stale of modem 
cricket Why was five-day Tfest 

cricket being degraded by 

one-day internationals? Why 
were cricketers dressing up m 
pyjamas? And what was all 
this about crash helmets? 

I told him that, as 1 
understood the situation, it 
was all to satisfy the 
requirements of Australian 
television. "Then by the . . 
shade of CB Fly it shall not 
happen here!" he shouted. 

It may be a coincidence, 
but 1 have noticed that Rupert 
Murdoch has found it much 
harder to penetrate China 
than anywhere else. 

The last time I spoke in 
Deng Xiaoping, 1 dared to * 
bring up the subject of 
Tiananmen Square and 
challenged him to justify it. 
He sighed and said. “One 

thing I will not stand Is crowd 

invasion of pitch," then 
changed the subject. 

Incidentally. I got the 
impression that he pro* 
nouncud his name more like 
Dong. When 1 confessed to 
having trouble with the 
pronunciation, he whispered, 
“Just think of lu mino us nose." 
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the commentators 




over Europe 


L ord Howe was one of 
the first politicians to 
see, some months ago, 
that the danger posed to his 
party in the 1997 election by its 

irreconcilable differences on 
Ewope was an almost exact 
echo of that which Labour 
Taped over 'defence in 1983. So 
■when he. says, ;as he did yes- 
terday, that his cwn support 
for the Tbrics would “dimm- 
ish" if Malcolm Rifkmd's 
“hostility” to the single cur- 
rency were to become official 
party policy, he knows very 
well into what, dangerous 
waters he is treading. 

. James Callaghan de- 
nounced Labour's unilateral- 
ist defence policy in terms 
which blew apart the fragile 
truce that had been con- 
structed between the right and 
left of the party. Whatever 



Donald 

McIntyre 


Tbe anti- 
Ehoropeans 


are 


other faults he may have bad, - rwcmnitA/J f/\ 
Lord c«n»£»ha^ <fidn’t enter IAJ 

take any 


the debate for reasons of per- 
sonal vanity; apart from that 
one deadly intervention, he 
has- never been a “back-seat 
driver”. He did it because, 
finally, he thought the defence 
issue was bigger than party. 


He rightly thought that'ideo- 
les of the left might keep 


logues 1 
the party out of office for a 
decade or more. And he did- 
n’t TeaDy mind who knew it 
Lord Howe bad the busi- 
ness classes as much as himself 
mind. But his remarks 


in 


demonstrate how at least 


some of the Tbry pro-Euro- 
jleofmak- 


peans are now capab: 
mg the same kind of decision 
that Callaghan took in 1983. 

The world discovered the 
inappropriateness of Denis Healey’s famous 


risk in 
defence of 

little 

Britain. But 
the pro- 
Europeans 
mean 

business too 


whether press- or pofititian-dri- 
ven, is making an. impact on the 
doorsteps. Polling focus groups 
and canvassing is throwing up 
a dear finding that the salience 
of Europe as an issue has 
Started to rise. 

Some estimates now put 
Europe at around third place in 
voters’ lists of issues causing 
concern where it was at eighth 
or ninth in the middle of last 
year. This doesn't mean that the 

country has suddenly swung 
over to rampant nationalism. 
But at the very least it does 
mean that voters who are 
deeptysuspidcros &f the EU are 
more enthusiastically citing it as 
an issue which could decide 
their vote. This is partly why 
Labour has been shoring up its 
defences against the wilder 
charges that it is ready to sell 
out British, interests. 

Now this doesn't happen by 
accident: if you have fiye 
national daity newspapers -- 
including all th« mass-circula- 
tion newspapers except The 
Minor - committed to a com- 
mon Europbobic ideology; if 
themass-drculatian Sun runs 
as it has been doing this week 
a series, of reports from Euro- 
pean cities which draw an 
unremittingly bleak picture of 
late-20tb-centmy economic and 
social decay and lays the blame 
for it almost exclusively on EU 
and domestic social legislation, 
then it makes an impact Espe~ 
dally if you have a political 
party stanng defeat in the face, 
in addition, all the aspiring 
Tbry leadership candidates 
know thailhexe toII be amajor- 
. . hy of their party’s MBs after the 

election who will be identifiably on tbe Eoro- 


gibe about Lord Howe during die regicide of scepticright of the party- ranging from those 
1990. And yesterday the dead sheep became who simply oppose the single currency oatright 
Ken Clarice’s Rottweiler. 

We are not yet at the Callaghan stage for 
the very good reason that tHanine to Kenneth 
Clarke, and quite a lot less visibly Michael 
Heseltine, the Cabinet stiH -just - has a pol- 


icy which takes into account the country’s 
rather than meretywhat its manageis conceive 
to be the parly’s interest. By any logic other 
than of the Mad Hatter's Tfea Party, this is what 
keeping open the options For EMU, if by any ; 
chance it proves to be asoccess and theBritish 
people detide in favour of it, must be. ’ 
Nevermind that Malcolm Rifldhd,- whether 
in single-minded pursuit of his leadership 
ambitions or of what The Sun dictates feould 


be his party’s electoral strategy, tries to 
rewrite it in a radio interview. (His wards sim- 


ply could not be squared with a formal Cab- 
inet text which, beside saying that a 1 Janu-- 
aiy 1999 starting date was “very iinlitely”, also 
says that “if a smgle currency was delayed we 


to those who are now serious about with- 
drawal (So serious that there is even fresh talk 
of Norman Lament staging a surprise lead- 
ership challenge on a ticket of straight with- 
drawal) Wbairs. more, ft Labour's poll lead 
starts to narrow- and it hasn’t shown much 
sqpi of doing so thus far- then the Euro-scep- 
tics wifi shout triumphantly that an all-out 
nationalistic campaign offers the best hope of 
victory, even if it’s the economic' recovery 
rather than Europe which is rcally making the 
difference. 

1 But there’s a big catch. And Lord Howe 
illustrated it in his quiet way yesterday. As it 
happens Clarke, Howe mid others behove that 
the i m proving economy offers them a better 
jplatfonn on which to win the election- The 
Chancellor at his meeting with backbenchers 
car 'ttfednesday night was trying to remind them 
precisely of the importance of an improving 


would of course retain the option tojom at a 
later date” whether that was in the first wave 


or not) Or that the Chancellor has to visit the 
Foreign Secretary’s official residence at mid- 
night and stand over him while he agrees to 
restate a policy already agreed unanimously 
by the Cabinet less than a month ago. 

Clarke does not give up; he is m deadly 
earnest. And he won yesterday's battle hand- 
somely because John Major knows that los- 
ing his Chancellor would be worse even than 
disappointing the leader writers of The DoQy 
Tekgraph and The Doily Mail and The Sim. 

This bears repeating because there is unm i s - 
takeable evidence, available to both the main 
parties, that the strident Euro-sceptirism, 


economy to the coming campaign. But in any 
case. Lord Howe and others are not now going 
to swallow the shift in policy attempted by 
Rifldnd on Wednesday. 

• And that means that Major cannot bow to 
The Sun and his own Euro-sceptics without 
exposing divisions on a scale which would 
more than canoe! out the doctoral value of 
nationalism. 

Those on the pro-European wing aren’t 
going to go quietly. During the Maastricht 
debates those on the right threatening John 
Major with defeat, even a defeat which might 
bring down the Government, used to say that 
they were ready to put the national interest 
above tbe party's; now the pro-Europeans 
befieve it’s their turn. 



nothing to rave about 


by Suzanne 
Moore 


I have a dream. The date 
of the election is 
announced, posters are 
unveiled, speeches are 
made, Split ends are 
gelled down, amts over Europe 
are- smoothed! over, the tired 
old process is cranked up once 
agam, the press gets excited - 
but come the day, no one else 
does. No one turns up to vote 
at alL The polling booths are 
onpty. No one wins the elec- 
tion. No one loses it. Except 
those seeking public office. As 
you can tell, I'm with Swampy, 
or Mr Swampy, as Jeremy Fax- 
man insisted cm calling him on 
NcwsnighL Swampy thinks we 
shouldn’t vote because it only 
encojnages the politicians, ana 
who in their right minds would 
want to do that? 

This is an mfantfle position. 
“Yeah, register to vote and naff 
up your voting papers en 
masse”, a ai de coeurot a dis- 
affected generation for whom 
adolescence has been pro- 
longed by the material affects 
of Tbry policies, whose politics 
have been formed precisely in 
ntion to what is on offer. 



PoRHcal party poopersc young people, understandably; are keener to rave than to vcce 
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legitimate frustration with the 
inertia of traditional political 
processes. Young people, we 
are told, base never been much 
interested in politics. As they 
get older they become more 
enamoured. They grow up. Or, 
you could say, they give up. If 
maturity means a sudden inter- 
est in a dedmmg institution dial 
still operates as it did in the 
19th centmy, then there is a 
strong case for euthanasia for 
anyone oyer 25. 

It is not just the young who 
have lost faith. A recent poll 
found that black people were 
four times less likely to vote 
than whites. Three in 10 blacks 
are not registered to vote. 
Seven out of 10 women beheve 
that the political parties do not 
pay enough attention to issues 
that are important to women. 
The same survey also showed 
deep dissatisfaction amongst 
the core of female voters aged • 
between 25 and 54. 

. None of this is particular^ 
surprising. What is shocking is 
that all the main political par- 
ties continue to ignore it If 
women, if black people, if the 
18-30 generation do not feel 
inspired or represented in the 
political process, who is it for, 
exactly? Parliamentarians may 
suggest lhai this is a question of 
education, and that if only 
people understood what goes 
on in our great democracy they 
would be more impressed. This 
is not tbe case, we are not 
stupid. As consumers we are 
used to more and more choice; 
as voters we are offered less 
and less. 

Indeed, when you watch the 
faces of people who have 
queued for more than an hour 
to get into the House of Com- 


In the House of Commons the fray itself is not a 
pretty sight It is not just the overwhelming 
maleness of the place that does you in, it is its 
fundamental stateness ...in feet not a lot happens 



mons to see their represent- 
atives perform, you can seethe 
disappointment. For the first 
five minutes it is enough for 
them to see in the flesh those 
they are used to seeing on TV. 
“Ooh, isn’the tail?” they say of 
Tbny Blair. Soon, however, 
when the chamber empties out 
and a mere eight members of 
the Labour party are listlessly 
debating the NHS with three 
bored Tbries, you can see them 
thinking, “Is that all there is?” 

-Hie lack of trust in all pro- 
fessional politicians articulated 
by Swampy and his gang of 
swamp fighters is symptomatic 
of our lack of trust in all kinds 
of big institutions. The quickest 
way these days to gamer polit- 
ical credibility is to appear to 
come from outside the dirty 
world of politics - like the 
moral campaigners, the ani- 
mal rights activists, the single 
issue groups. Coming from 
belcw, they soot position them- 
selves above the fray. 

The fray itself is not a pretty 
sight It is not just the over- 
whelming maleness of the 
Commons that does you in, it 
is its fundamental staleness. 
You can smell it The trouble is, 
once you have been there a few 
times the mustmess gets into 
your cJothes and you don't even 
notice it any more. Just as you 


don’t notice that grown men 
walk around with swords, that 
there are thousands of rules 
that pertain to nothing but 
“traditions” that no one is able 
property to explain to you, and 
that in fact not alot happens. 

“Oh well, it’s peat theatre," 
its apologists mil claim. But 
most of the time ifs not even 
that. If this is theatre, it’s fringe 
theatre of the waist kind, which 
has survived only because of 
various subsidies. Every single 
person you meet there acknow- 
ledges the poor state of the 
place. No one thinks this is the 
right way to ran a railroad, but 
it doesn’t stop them getting on 
the train day after day. 

Perhaps it will change if there 
are more women, they say. Per- 
haps better pay would attract a 
better class of MP. Perhaps It 
would be better if the constit- 
utional edges were tweaked 
slightly. Perhaps it's the fault of 
the building itself whose his- 
tory weighs too heavily. And 
perhaps ifsthe responsibility of 
die electorate, who just aren’t 
interested enough. 

Yet this system could not 
operate without a notion of 
public passivity. This institution 
survives because the great 
majority of us ignore it. Polit- 
icians follow an agenda that 
rarety matches the real issues of 


the day or corresponds to the 
subjects that many of us express 
an interest in. On issues as var- 
ied as child care, the legalisa- 
tion of certain drugs, help for 
the homeless and all sorts of 
environmental concerns, it is 
widety acknowledged that polit- 
icians have not got a lot to offer. 

When one of the poor crea- 
tures dies, and one constituency 
or another is left unrepresented 
in the months before a by- elec- 
tion, life, as they say, goes on. 
Some analysts claim that 
globalisation makes politics as 
n is currently practised less 
Important, but the other way to 
look at it is that it underlines 
the truism that all politics is, in 
fact, local politics: 

If people feel that huge econ- 
omic but faceless forces are 
controlling their lives, the result 
for some is moral drift. For oth- 
ers it is also the moral indigna- 
tion that governs many of the 
protests we have seen lately. 
Swampy’s take on all this is that 
if we ignore the politicians they 


may go away, because they will 
feel less powerful This is naive: 
we already ignore them, and 
they have not gone away. 

Voting, whichever way you 
do it, is an affirmation of faith 
in this congenitally deformed 
version of democracy. The 
numbers of people who won’t 
vote this time around are read 
as a sign of electoral apathy 
rather than political Mure. ' 

Many of the disillusioned 
will in the end find themselves 
agreeing with Richard Neville’s 
statement; “The difference 
between voting Tory and voting 
Labour may only be half an 
inch but it’s the half an inch in 
which we live”, and hope that 
their X marks the right spot. 
Others, who don’t register, or 
mess up their ballot papers, will 
be yet again written off. But not 
voting is a mute protest against 
the system itself. If voting is a 
rare chance to have your say, 
then not voting is one of the 
only ways of saying what you 
really think. 


The 



John Hume’s bitter attack an Sinn Fein mayfbree the IRA to think again, says David McKittrick 


J 


ohn Hume’s assault on Sinn Fein 
in yesterday's Irish News was 

» ■ 1 larlha nMiml 


rction, in which his party will be 
ebed into fierce battle with Sinn 
m, but ft also poses profound ques- 
ns about the peace process. 

Fhe SDLP leader's criticisms, and 
Iced condemnation, of the repub- 
an movement was expressed in 
ceful terms, declaring that any 
ction deal with Sinn Fein wiuiout 
IRA ceasefire amounted to ask- 
1 our voters to support thekillmg of 
iccent human bei^"'nuslan- 
ige came as something of a surprise 
£any, riven that for most of tbe 
X)s Hume has preferred to engage 
h Sinn Rin through private diar 

ue rather than pubbcdenunmtiOT- 

tit remains a deeper apprise thm 
: John Hume - Gerry Adams nela- 
aship ever blossomed in the nrst 
ce, riven the fact that the two men 
• direct rivals for the leadership of 
rthera Irish nationafism. T^reta- 
whip has troub ed 

»d deep enough 10 crate thepeaas 
cess and at many points rescue it 


erhood and latterly the 
IRA; the second, the 
constitutional national- 
ism of Grattan, O’Con- 
nell, Parnell, Redmond 
and now Hume. 

The picture is not quite 
so straightforward in the 
south, where parties 
founded by the revolu- 
tionaries of 1916 and the 
eariy 1920s have tspohred 
from the “sfi^ tty consti- 
tutional” . into strong 
opponents of violence. 

Butin the north, Sinn 
Fein has always been a 
bitter opponent of the 
SDLP ana its precursor, 
the old Nationalist 
party; Both the SDLP 
-and Sinn Rin are 
nationalist parties but, 
as throughout history, 
their relationship is one 
of ' institutionalised ■ 

hatred.. The constitu- , 
tiooaliste believe the IRA besmirches 
a noble cause with violence, while the 
republicans accuse the SDLP of pre- 
venting The formation of a united 
anti-British front. 

A . voting pact between the two 
idnce seven or even 



The relatfonshap flies in 
the face of Irish history 


IbosSE to Md. Other, 
is antagonism is under 

Irish nation- 


al, the pitysical force 
1 of Tbne, Emmet, the 
ri&h Republican Broth- _ 


yffleg could produce seven or even 
nationalist wins in the 18 North— 
cm Ireland constituencies. But the 
philosophical divisions between them 
have run so deep for so tong that such 
. a deal isuntbmkable without a well- 

established IRA ceasefire. 

The Hume-Adams relationship. 


much confusion at election times. 

But all along the existence of 
Hume-Adams has not prevented inter- 
party dashesat lower levels. An SDLP 
councillor, in a complaint echoed by 
John Hume yesterday, Ires accused 
S5nn Fein of still being involved in the 
andent art of vote-stealing. The alle- 
gation is that some amqogfbe impres- 
sive retinue of bodyguards who sur- 
. round Geny Adams are^o, convinced 
of the merits of democrat that they 
had hoped to vote more than once. 
Even a few votes can be vital, since 


FCin battle; Sinn Fein's 
vote in last May’s forum 
election was a record 155 
per cent, while the 
SDLP’s dipped to 21 per 
cent 

’ In the coming elec- 
tion most befieve Adams, 
aided by boundary 
changes, wifi win West 
Belfast back from 
Hume’s colleague Joe 
Hendron. There is also a 
chance of Martin 
McGuinness winning in 
Mid-Ulster. Sinn Fein 
MFs do not take their 
seats at Westminster, 
but even so the election 
would be - seen as a 
triumph for ' the 
republicans. . 

That record Sinn Rin 
vote came about because 
many who do not nor- 
mally vote for the party 
lent their voles' to the 
republicans on the theory that a vote 
teActemswasthebestw^ofencour- 
agmg a new IRA ceasefire. The tactic 
did not work. , - 

It is undear whether a further 
republican electoral triumph would 
make another IRA ceasefire more or 
less likely. Most nationalists believe 
Adams and McGuinness wantacease- 
fire, but there is a widespread suspi- 
cion, and indeed fear, thaltheirstixk 
has Men sharply within the republi- 
can movement. 

A Dublin source summed it up: 


rhi^arem«W much ffiesin the face tins election is more than usually “One thing that is getting more and 
S^hi^lTllbo a source of . important in the eternal SDLFSmn more pronounced is a worry that 


of Irish history. 


these guys realty are hostage 10 a few 
troglodytes.” Adams himself seemed 
to signal that. the militarists were in 
control when he admitted last month, 
“The genie in many ways is bade out 
of the bottle." 

Looking beyond its election aspect, 
Hume’s new outspokenness reflects 
some of that suspicion, in that it 
amounts to a public questioning of 
the ability of Adams ana McGuinness 
to shepherd away from terrorism 
what one observer described as the 
slowest ships in the republican 
convoy. 

The IRA has seemed to cake for 
granted that it can kill people with 
political impunity on this sitte of the 
general election. Its expectation 
appears to be that the next British gov- 
ernment would, firstly, be impressed 
bysudikaEngsandjSerondtyjhaveno 

option but to engage with republicans 

again, no matter how much blood bad 
been spot. 

IRA leaders may also have taken for 
granted that Hume, whatever the 
provocation, would oblige them by 
once again acting as facilitator in new 
negotiations. He has now planted tbe 

thraight tHat they cannot trnlnmatvan y 

rety on his good offices. 

The IRA has almost certainty not 
comprehended the extent to which its 
continuing violence may poison the 
well with an incoming Labour admin- 
istration,- inhibiting what will in any 
event be a nervous and preoccupied 
govemmenLft-hasnoLmotl^word^ 
realised that phases of politics cannot 
be alternated with phases of violence. 
Hmne’sintervaition may go someway 
to shaking their deadly complacency. 



HER 



Fashion 

Spring/Summer 


1st March 1997 


In association with 


RFIUL ivutchell; 


t t X I' I V 11411 C 


Order a copy from your nearest newsagent 


v THE INDEPENDENT 

IT IS. ARE YOU? 


1 





cniTr 





1 

/ 


'••• "JS?. 








m 


• tHE INDPPK^ ,pEXT 


■ ; w$?r*r 





Business news desk: tel 0171-293.2636 fax 0171-293 209S 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


Rank to create 3,000 jobs as it 
buys back £350m in shares 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Rank Group 


Rank is to create 3.000 jobs this 
year as it expands its Butlin’s to 
Hard Rock leisure and enter- 
tainment businesses. Plans in- 
clude 10 new Mecca bingo 
clubs, 20 large Tom Cobleigh 
pubs, 5 multiplex cinemas and 
. a holiday village in Cumbria. 
News of the job creation 
plans accompanied full-year 
figures showing a slump in 
: profits as new chief executive 
Andrew Teare 's deck-clearing 
. write-offs took effect Rank's 
shares jumped 19 Jp to 434.5p, 
however, as the market focused 
on the promise of a share buy- 
back and the prospect of Rank 
• finally securing a sale of its rc- 
maining 20 per cent stake in 

- Rank Xerox. 

Mr Teare said yesterday 
Rank would be seeking ap- 
proval from its shareholders to 
buy back up to 10 per cent of 
. its shares at a cost of around 
£350m at the current share 
price. A sale of the Rank Xerox 
stake would easily cover a re- 
purchase, wiLh analysts believ- 
ing Xerox, the most likely buyer. 

. might pay flbn to take conj- 

■ plete control of the office equip- 

■ ment business. 

Rank's new jobs are to be 
created around the country 
with 880 slated for a new Oasts 

■ Forest Holiday Village in 
Cumbria. A further 750 jobs are 

• pencilled in for 10 Mecca bingo 

■ clubs, to add to the division's ex- 

- isting 133. Southampton is to get 
a new£25m multi-leisure centre 
which will create jobs for 300. 

Mr Teare. who has been in 
the job for just under a year 
after moving from English 
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Under pressure: Investors are waiting for chief executive 
Andrew Teare to return Rank to a growth tack 


China Clays, is under mounting 
pressure to return Rank to a 
growth tack. Since his appoint- 
ment, the leisure group's shares 
have fallen from a high of 545p 
to as low as 403 2>p. 

He said yesterday: “During 
1996, we undertook a re- 
appraisal of all aspects of our 
business and a period of change 
and restructuring has followed. 
The steps we have taken are 
making the company more 


focused, entrepreneurial and 
forward looking.'’ 

Mr Teare also confirmed that 
Rank is seeking buyers for its 
film distribution" business, which 
has a catalogue of films includ- 
ing the Carry On series and 
newer classics such as Strictly 
Ballroom. He poured cold 
water, however, on expecta- 
tions that the division, which also 
owns the famous symbol of a 
man striking a gong, might raise 


between £100m and £150m, 
with analysis now suggesting a 
price tag of about £70m. 

During the year the ratio- 
nalisation of Rank’s previous- 
ly disparate interests included 
the sale of Precision Indus- 
tries, an engineering business, 
for £66m, holiday group Shear- 
ings for £75m and Kingston 
Plantation for £50m. Acquisi- 
tions. totalling £460m. com- 
pared with £60m in 1995 and 


included the American Hard 
Rock Cafes and Tom Cobleigh, 
the pub chain. 

Excluding exceptional items, 
operating profits rose 13 per 
cent to £290ra during 1996, in 
line with expectations, struck 
from a 9 per cent rise in 
turnover to £2.Q8bn. Underly- 
ing earnings per share slipped 
from 243p to 24.1p, allowing an 
8 per cent rise in the dividend 
to 17p. 


a number of one-off items, in- 
cluding a £232m exceptional 
charge to cover permanent 
diminution in property values 
and £35m of restructuring 
charges. That compared with a 
£236m one-off profit in 1995 on 
the sale of part of the Rank 
Xerox stake and resulted in a 
fall in pre-tax profits from 
£515m to £65m. 

Three of Rank’s four care di- 
visions reported double digit 
profit growth, with film and 
entertainment services the star 
performer. The film arm was 
boosted by a high number of 
Hollywood releases. At home, 
Pinewood studios reported 
record profits. 

Hard Rock, which was re- 
united with its American sister 
company during the year, grew 
through acquisitions but saw 
sales at existing restaurants fall 
4 per cent. This was mainly 
thanks to poor performances in 
Paris, which was hit by terror- 
ism and a wave of BSE-inspired 
anglophobia, and in Orlando 
and Nashville. The Hard Rock 
brand is being boosted by the 
launch of a record label and a 
new American cable television 
series, Hard Rock Live, which 
starts next month with $30m 
sponsorship from the car maker 
Pontiac. 

In leisure, Odeon dnemas en- 
joyed a record year thanks to 
films such as Independence Day 
and 7 by Story. Bingo shrugged 
off the woes afflicting most of 
the industry since the intro- 
duction of the National Lotteiy, 
with admissions 10 per cent 
higher in the second half. 
Casinos enjoyed higher admis- 
sions and a better win ratio. 



as exports fell 


P fa i ria Coyie 

EcttsoRflcs Editor 


Tfie strohg pound has led the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry to slash its forecast for 
growth thk year. The latest 
survey of trends in industry by 
the employers’ organisation re- 
ported a rail in export orders, 
although manufacturers' total 
order books were unchanged. 

Butlhe growing gap between 
manufacturing and the rest of 
the economy was highlighted by 
a rise in consumer confidence 
to its highest level since August 
1988. This followed news ear- 
lier in the week of a rebound in 
high street sales last month. 

Expert opinion was just as di- 
vided. David Bloom, an econ- 
omist at broker James Capel, 
said: “The broad trend in the 
economy is up. Not raising 
interest rates now is storing up 
trouble for the future.” 

But Dharshini David at 
HSBC Markets predicted a 
fragile manufacturing recovery , 
with the CBI survey pointing to 
a possible dipin output this 
month. The CBI trimmed its 
forecast for growth in 1997 to 
2.8 per cent from 3.1 per cent, 
making it one of the most pes- 
simistic predictions for the 
economy this year. Weaker out- 
put, investment and exports 
account for the reduction. 

Sudhir Junankar. the CBl's 
associate director of economic 
analysis, said: “The main un- 
certainty around our forecast re- 
mains the level of sterling, 
which has risen sbaiply since last 
summer and is set to hold back 
the growth in manufacturing 
and exports this year.” 

The latest monthly survey of 


Trtz.l 


manufacturers found a drop .’!i 
export orders, with the balance 
of firms reporting higher 
down to minus 12 per cent 
from minus S per cent. The 
order book was utiehanecw 
between last month and tnik. y 
however. 

Manufacturers’ output ex- 
pectations increased for the 
second month running follow- 
ing a fall in December- “How- 
ever. firms remain fairly upbeat 
about stepping up production m 
the coining months, as home de- 
mand for manufactured goods 
continues to hold up. Mr 
Junankar said. 

The dearest sign of die im- 
pact of the strong pound came 
in lower expected prior rises. Al- 
though prices normally slow 
after the traditional January in- 
creases. the balance expecting 
to raise rather than reduce 
prices dropped sharply from It' 
per cent to 4 per ccnL 

The CBI still expects interest 
rates to rise by halt a percentage 
point after the election, and the 
reason could be seen in yes- 
terday’s consumer confidence 
survey. 

The survey, carried out for the ^ 
European Commission by GFK. " 
showed confidence on a rising 
trend and back at its highest 
level since August 19SS. Opti- 
mism about prospects for the 
economy dipped slightly but 
this was more than offset by a 
surge in optimism about ner- 
- sonal finances. This was espe- 
cially pronounced among young 
people. 

“With building society wind- 
falls in the pipeline, confidence 
can only improve further,” said 
John O’Sullivan, an economic 
at NatWest Markets. 
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Welsh Water’s 
pricing under 
investigation 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The water watchdog Ofwat, is 
investigating allegations that 
Welsh WaLer is engaged in 
predatory pricing tactics in an 
attempt to stifle one of the first 
genuine moves to introduce 
competition into the privatised 
industry. 

The dispute involves moves 
by one of the UK's largest 
paper producers, Shotton Paper 
from South Wales, to switch 
from Welsh Water to a new sup- 
plier. Shouon, which is owned 
by a Finnish paper group, pays 
about £2m to Welsh Water for 
its water supply with sewerage 
costs on top. The company, 
which claims to be Britain's 
biggest manufacturer of 
newsprint, has argued these 
• charges are excessive. 

A London-based consultancy 
company, called Enviro-Logic, 
has said it can slash Shotton 's 
bills exploiting a little-known 

provision in the Water Act. 
The move, known as an inset ap- 
pointment. involves a paper 
transaction in which Enviro- 
Logic buys existing supplies 
and services from Welsh Water 
at wholesale prices determined 
with agreement from Ofwat. 
The process is the only current 
option open to large industrial 
groups which want to change 
their water provider. 

However, Welsh Water is 
thought to have responded by 
offering to cut its own charges 
to Shotton. Dr Jeremy Bryan, 
Enviro- Logic’s managing di- 
rector, said he believed Welsh 
; Water had gone even further, by 
pledging to undercut any price 
put forward by the consultancy 
group. He said the move 


Railtrack promises to invest over £4m a day 


amounted to abuse of its mono- 
poly powers. 

“Welsh Water are doing this 
in the full knowledge that they 
are pricing a competitor out of 
the market. That seems to me 
to be a clear breach of their op- 
erating license," Dr By an said. 

Ofwat confirmed it was in- 
vestigating the claims. Welsh 
Water declined to comment on 
details of its pricing policy. 
However, a spokesman said: 
"The ball is now back in the 
court of Shotton Paper. We have 
put a fair price to Ofwat." 

Chris Robinson. Shotton's 
finance director, said Ofwat 
bad recently submitted provisi- 
onal findings on the pricing pro- 
posals. "Clearly we are seeking 
to get the best possible price for 
our water. But we’re still not sat- 
isfied. The process has been 
dragging on for far too long.” 
The row is another sign of 
growing frustration in the in- 
dustry with Ofwat's progress on 
the issue of water competition. 
So far Enviro-Logic has sub- 
mitted 15 bids to the regulator 
to lake over services for comp- 
anies which use large quantities 
of water, including plants run by 
brewers Guinness and Bass. 

Yet almost six years after 
privatisation. Ofwat has sanc- 
tioned only one inset appoint- 
ment which involved Anglian 
Water taking over supplies to a 
Busted chicken planL 

Ian Byatt the regulator, has 
previously said he supported the 
principle of inset appointments 
but was unhappy with the 
legislation, which appeared to 
give new suppliers an open- 
ended supply commitment He 
is thought to want to limit new 
supply contracts to a period of 
no more than five years. 


The new railway age 


Railtrack plans to spend £4m on the rail network every 
day over the next 10 years. Important projects include: 

• A £15 bn modernisation of the West Coast Main Line 
route now run by Richard Branson's Virgin Group 

The £580m Thameslink 2000 project to expand and 
improve the north-south cross- London rail service 

A £220m resignalling programme on the Great 
Eastern route out of London's Liverpool station 
Heathrow Express to get £l60m spent on track, 
signalling and electrification work for the high-speed 
link from London^ Paddington station to open next year 
£140m of Improvements to enable Channel Tunnel 
Eurostar services to run to regional destinations 
beyond London through to Scotland 
i Station renovations worth £100m at Paddington, 
Waterloo, Edinburgh Waverley and Glasgow Central 

i Modernisation of the West Anglia line inducing signal 
renewal and improved track layouts costing £65m 

> £40 m on better radio communications between train 
drivers and signal boxes in South-east England . 
i A £40m maintenance programme for the Forth Bridge 
in Scotland with increased repair and painting work 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent ' 

Railtrack, the company that 
owns Britain’s track, signalling 
and stations, will spend more 
than £4m a day on the rail net- 
work over the next 10 years to 
resuscitate the nation s vast rail 
network. The £16bn investment 
plan involves spending more 
than flbn on stations, includ- 
ing building 13 new ones, 
£L5bn on track work and more 
than £2bn on signalling. 

The co mpa ny will have to bor- 
row £25bn to finance the spend- 
ing plans. Sir Robert Horton, the 
chairman of Railtrack. said that 
Railtrack would be spending 
more than 20 per cent than 
British Rail did in its last year 
of operation spanning 1993/94. 

More than 1.500 mDes of 
track will be renewed over the 
next 10 years as well as 3,500 
miles of sleepers. The West 
Coast mainline - which Richard 
Branson's Virgin group took 


over this week - will get a 
£lJ5bn upgrade: 

Mike Howell. Railtrack’s 
commercial director, confirmed 
that the company was also in 
talks with Mr Branson over a 
further £150ra investment in or- 
der to cm the five-hour journey 
from London to Glasgow by 
nearly 90 minutes. There arc al- 
ready plans to cut the journey 
time’by 70 minutes. 

Four stations will be 
overhauled London’s Padding- 
ton and Waterloo stations as 
well as Edinburgh Waverley 
and Glasgow Central will have 
more than £25m spent on them. 
Nearly 50 stations will get cash 
injections of £lm. 

Leaves on the line will still 
affect railway services. Rail- 
track is experimenting with 
"Swedish scrubbers" - power- 
ful water jets which blast debris 
from tracks - but will not buy 
a fleet of vehicles, which would 
cost £40m, until trials have 
been successfully completed 


The company is also planning 

a large capacity freight mute 
from the Channel tunnel to 
Scotland. If realised it could see 
30 trains* day using the new Ser- 
vice -freeing more than 275.000 
long-distance forty journeys 
from Britain's motorways. 

The investment plans comes 
after John Swift, the rail regu- 
lator. recently criticised Rail- 
track’s underspend on infra- 
structure investment as “wholly 
unacceptable". Railtrack said 
yesterday that it did not think 
there would be “a problem" 
with the regulator and that all 
the outstanding maintenance 
work would be d eared by 2001. 

A spokeswoman for the rail 
regulator said the new spend- 
ing plans would be studied. 
“The key question is what ac- 
tion the company is taking and 
to ensure the spending results 
in a better railway," she said 

Labour called on the reg- 
ulator to go through the spend- 
ing plans with a “fine-tooth 


comb", adding that the 
“company's track record did not 
inspire confidence”. 

A Labour government would 
be committed In lighter regula- 
tion and one option under con- 
sideration would see the Treasury 
controlling Rail track'* income. "I 
think it it would be unnecessary 
to change the current arrange- 
ments." said Sir Robert 

Save Our Railways, an anti- 
privatisation lobbying croup, 
said the plans were "very dis- 
appointing”. Campaigners list- 
ed 50 examples of "neglect" and 
a spokesman said that passen- 
gers had suffered “disgusting, 
dangerous stations as 'well as 
slow and unreliable journeys". 

Railtrack’s main source of in- 
come - track access charges 
levied on the train companies 
- generates more than £2bn a 
year. With Railtrack committed 
to paying an average fl.hbn a 
year for its investment plans, the 
spending plans will not dent the 
company’s balance sheet. 


Workers angry at steel ‘dangers’ 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The Canadian -owned CoSteel 
company based in Sheerness, 
Kent is under investigation for 
allegedly operating a poten- 
tially dangerous and unlawful 
health and safety regime. 

Officials from the Health and 
Safety Executive are inquiring 
into union claims that manage- 
ment puts pressure on employ- 
ees to return to work quickly 
after industrial accidents. 

Documents passed to the 
HSE also show that manage- 
ment penalises employees for 
taking time off because of in- 
juries by withdraw] ng bonuses. 
Under the system - the exis- 
tence of which is admitted by 
management - if a worker takes 


a day off in a month because of 
an accident, other members of 
his team will lose half their extra 
payment. Ttoo accidents and 
they lose all their bonus. 

The papers also disclose that 
points are taken off in salary as- 
sessments if employees take 
time off through accidents. 

CoSteel routinely requests 
staff to take days lost through 
sickness owing to injury as an- 
nual leave, the documents dis- 
close. In 30 letters from staff and 
former employees, reported in 
People Management magazine, 
it is alleged that management 
puts pressure on those recov- 
ering from accidents to return 
to light duties at the plant 

Hugh Billot, CoSteel per- 
sonnel director, yesterday wel- 
comed the inquiry. He insisted 


i were en- 
tirely safe and lawful, and said 
the company was co-operating 
folly with HSE representatives. 
Mr Billot believes the company’s 
system encourages good practice 
and insisted management would 
not allow people back to work 
if they were unfit 

The Iron and Steel Trades 
Confederation, which among 
other unions at the plant has 
been derecognised by the com- 
pany, claims the regime could 
lead to 'employees working 
when they are unfit and it could 
deter people from reporting ac- 
cidents. if that were proven, 
then CoSteel would be break- 
ing the law, the union argues. 

Mr Billot said the concerns 
had not been raised by employ- 
ees with the company and that 


management always adopted 
an “open door” policy for 
complaints. He said the system 
whereby employees suffering 
from injuries may be asked to 
take annual leave had been 
operating for at least a decade 
and was in place when unions 
were recognised. 

The salary assessment system 
was part of an agreement signed 
by unions in 1988 and injury 
records, along with such factors 
as attitude and performance, 
were taken into account. Staff 
were “tremendously keen" on 
the bonus system, said Mr Bfi- 
loL “They love it". 

Mr Billot said the union had 
contacted employees and 
former staff to elktit the 30 
letters which had been passed 
to the HSE. ? ‘ ■ 
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ScotAm gives 
up float plans 
and asks for bids 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Scottish Amicable yesterday 
hoisted the white flag over its 
flotation plans and gave poten- 
tial bidden: a week to table their 
b ids, in what is the first public auc- 
tion for a mutual life insurer. 

Up to six companies may be 
in the naming but SBC Whrtiruig, 
the investment bank advising 
ScotAm; refused to give details 
about the precise number and 
the identify of the bidders. ’ 

Two of the bidders have 
already declared their hand. 
They are Abbey National, 
which bid £1.4bn, and Praden- 
tiaL which came in with a high- 
er offer of £1.9bn. Australian 
Mutual Provident (AMP) is 
another name widely tipped to 
be in the frame. 

The bidding process looks cer- 
tain to push the price tag of the 
insurer above £2bn , which wfi] 
lead to greater payouts to Scot- 
Am’s 1.1 million policyholders. 

“We believe the process we 
are publishing today will max- 
imise the value for policy- 
holders and will be seen to have 
1 done so," said Sandy Stewart, 
chairman of ScotAm. 

ScotAm. which is not subject 
to Takeover Panel rules be- 
cause it is not a quoted com- 
pany, has demanded that all 
bidders put forward firm pro- 
posals by next Friday. 


It will then publicise the 
terms of the bids, if required to 
do so by the bidders, hold fur- 
ther talks with the suitors and 
give them until mid-March to 
submit a final, binding offer. 

At the end of the process, 
which is timetabled for the end 
of next month, ScotAm will rec- 
ommend only one of the offers 
to its policyholders, who even- 
tually wOl be asked to vote on 
whether to sacrifice the insur- 
er’s mutual status. 

Policyholders should receive ^ 
complete details of the recom- 
mended bid in a circular in Mav. 

Each proposal received wi'li 
be evaluated by the board SBC 
Warburg and Tdlinghast -Towe it. 
Perrin, an actuarial firm. The 
board will also consult the De- 
partment of Trade and indus- 
uy and an independent aciuaiv. 

The board will assess the bid 
on 14 criteria, including the fi- 
nancfel security of policyholders 
and the level of service "they wil l 
receive. 

ScotAm attracted bidders 
after it recently announced 
plans to demutualise and float 
on the stock market in ihre- -n 

five years. Policyholders would 
have shared £75m between 
them and the flotation would 
tocrelMsedanothcrnaon,^, 
£4fl0m m payouts to policy. 1 
holders. The directors stood to 
receive share bonuses worth as 
much as £14.4rn. a 
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are heading for big profits 


COMMENT 


*ft doesn’t, take a 
rocket scientist to 
figure out that while 
some franchisees may 
be able to double their 
passenger levels, riot 
all of them will - not in 
any case unless 
government policy is 
used to force people 
off the roads’ 


S o Railtraek is. going to invest £16bn over 
the next 10 years on Britain’s rail infra- 
structure. Big deaL It can afford it and more, 
for its revenues are effectively underwritten 
by the Government. So, too, it might -be 
thought, are feerevenues of the train op- 
erators, who are being paid big subsidies to 
take on these franchises. But are these things 


seems to assume? Here’s why quite a few of 
them may not be. 

Let’s take Virgin, which was this week 
awarded the West Coast InterOty franchise, 
as a starting point- In year one Vir gin will 
get paid £76. 8m by tbe Government to run 
this service. By the end of the 15 year fran- 
chise period, however, it will be paying the 
Treasury £Z20m a year and soQ, under its 


profit on top. To make the figures stack up. 
Virgin is assuming it will be able roughly to 
doable passenger traffic on the route. Given 
Virgin’s marketing acumen and . Its 
undoubted entrepreneurial string, it stands 
a very good chance of hitting this target. ' 
Indeed the target is not as ambitious as it 
might seem. Passenger traffic hit these kind 
of levels after the last upgrade of the West 
Coast line in the early 1970s. Once Virgin 
has reduced journey tones with the intro- 
duction of its new tilting tr ains, it is more 
than possible passengerswtil return from air 
and road in sufficient numbers to vindicate 
these targets. So Virgin, driven on by fee 
spirit of Swampy, may wen get there. The 


same cannot be said of some of the other 
franchisees, many of whom are basing their 


for revenue growth. 

It doesn't take a rocker scientist to figure 
oat that while some franchisees may be able 
to double thefr passenger levels, not aB of 
them will - not m any case unless govern- 
ment policy, is used to force people off the 
roads. Cost cutting provides an alternative 
way of making the numbers stack up but as 
Stagecoach has already discovered with 
South West Trains, such measures often 
prove a zero sum game. With some of these 
franchises, notably ScotraH and the higH^uh- 

sidy commuter routes, it is going to be next 
to impossible to grow the market by anything 
significant The result is that a number of 
franchisees are going to fcfl. 

As a general rale of thumb, the most vul- 
nerable are going to be those with the high- 
est rates of declining subsidy relative to 
turnover. National Express and Pri sm look 
particularly exposed. And if franchisees 
start faffing that means the railways will be 
a continuing burden on the public finances 
for long after they were meaw to be. 

The housing market 
can still boom 

TTie housing market has not yet returned 
A to the excesses of the last decade. There 
are fewgazrunpers outside London and the 


Home Counties. Tbe rest will almost cer- 
tainly catch up, boweven Pundits who pro- 
claim that tbe days of boom and bust are over 
forget their basic economics. When the econ- 
omy recovers, so do house prices. But the 
ups and downs in bousing are more pro- 
nounced than the general economic cycle. 

One reason is that supply is relatively 

fixed. An upswing in prices always increases 
the number of sellers, but most of these want 
to buy homes too. Tbe net supply of new 
housing can grow only slowly and rs limited 
* - Mark 


iWain remarked, they stopped making land. 


When demand rises, tbe urge to get m 
before all the best houses go or prices roe out 
Of readi compounds the upswing. Confidence 
in the market vanished within weeks in 1989, 
but is now returning with a vengeance. 

So as long as there is a business cycle, 
there win be a bigger bousing cycle. W? have 
plenty of these episodes to look back on dur- 
ing the last 40 years. . 

Tbe best counter-argument is the posa- 
ble reduction in demand for property as a 
hedge against inflation. If people really 
believe inflation in Britain w31 stay low, there 
is less need to invest in bricks and mortar 
for an asset that will gain real value over 
many years. That would make for a one-time 
reduction in demand for housing that would 
help keep house price inflation subdued for 
perhaps another five or ten years. 

For the time being, however, there seems 


every chance that the rest of the country will 
follow the 15 per cent house price inflation 
of Greater London. Prices are well below 
their long-term trend, earnings after infla- 
tion and tax are growing strongly, and 
building society windfalls wOl provide the 
funds to cover moving expenses and 
deposits. Against that, mortgage rates might 
rise by half a percentage point or so later this 
year. When the pre-election uncertainty is 
behind us, watch out for a housing market 
that looks a bh more boom-like. 

Rank needs 
a big: idea 

A ndrew Tcare looked more relaxed yes- 
terday than at any time since b e took on 
the Herculean challenge of sorting out 
Britain's largest, least focused and dullest 
leisure company. His honeymoon period at 
Bank looked dangerously like ending in di- 
vorce unless he could reverse the share price 
slide that started more or less on the day he 
moved into the hot seat Yesterday, for the 
first time, the market began to believe he was 
up to the job. 

During the reign of Mr Teare's predeces- 
sor, Michael Gifford, Rank adopted the 
MiUwall FC approach to investor relations 
- “no-one likes us and we don’t care" - so 
yesterday’s attempt to convince the City it 
was setting itself demanding bat achievable 
return on capital targets was a positive first 


step towards dispelling worries, underscored 
by last year's expensive Tom Coblcigh acqui- 
sition, that Rank’s best talent was for squan- 
dering shareholders’ funds. 

The PR offensive has a long way to go yet, 
however. Analysts still find Rank’s level of 
disclosure unacceptably low. It suggests 
problems where they may not exist. When 
the share price has fallen a quarter in a year 
while the rest of the market has risen 16 per 
cent, these doubts need to be addressed 
head-on, not sidestepped. 

Presentation aside, the substance of Rank's 
problems remains intractable. It owns a rag- 
bag of tired brands like Baffin’s that will 
require heavy capital investment to bring up 
to date, some mature concepts like Hard 
Rock, which is struggling even to maintain 
like-for-Uke sales let alone grow them, and 
hard-pressed businesses like Mecca bingo, 
which is outperforming its peers but still 
earning less than it did before the National 
Loueiy spoiled (he party two yeans ago. 

Gening shot of its £1 bn Rank Xerox stake 
will underpin a balance sheet that is start- 
ing to look stretched now a £3Q0m disposal 
programme is largely complete, but what 
now? For a company operating in strong 
growth markets, an inability to find anything 
sizeable to invest in is some indictment. Mr 
Tcare has come through a sticky first year 
as well as he could have expected in a busi- 
ness he knew next to nothing about. What 
he, and Rank, needs more than anything 
now is a big idea. 



Regional house prices 

1996 faffth quarter 




up speed 


: Diane Coyle 

- Economics Editor 



few 


Mortgage lending by high 
street banks and bnflding 
societies increased last month 
after failing slightly in No- 
vember and December. The 
latest figures suggest that the 
pressures driving house prices 
up for the past year are saB pre- 
sent despite signs of a pause at ' 
the tail end of last year* 

Predicting the outiooK for 
the bousing market this year is 
made difficult by the contra- 
diction between wide anecdo- 
tal evidence of big price rises, 
gazumping and other late- 
Eighties types of experience 
and the statistics which show a 
stately pace of recovery. 

House prices might have 
made a comeback as a hot 
topic of conversation at dinner 
parties, but the mortgage 
lenders are keen to emphasise 
that there is no danger of re- 
visiting the excesses of the 
last boom. Adrian Coles, 
director-general of tbe Build- 
ing Societies Association, said 
yesterday: “There is no boom 
going on. Tbe market is much 
patchier than it was in the 
1980s. ■ 

“Although the recovery is 
now well established, it is pro- 
gressing at a more moderate 


pace than some commentators 
were predicting.” ; ■ 

Both remarks find support 
in recent evidence. Yester- 
day’s figures showed a small 
monthly mexeaseih new loans 
by building societies to just 
overflJZbn, a level 2&per cent 
higher than a year earlier. ' 
Banks’ mortgage lending 
climbed to £771 m, 47 per cent 
higher than their .lending last 

. 

A small -decline m the. 
amount otaew loans approved . 
but not yet made by building 
societies cast a slight shadow 
over these robust figures, how- 
ever. Some analysts suggested 
that uncertainty about interest 
rates in the run-up to the gen- 
eral election could be holding 
back demand. 

So for the recovery in house 
prices has been heavily 
weighted towards London,.the 
South-east and Northern Ire- 
land. The annual irate of in- 
crease of nearly IS per cent in 
Greater London at the end of 
last year was twice the national 
average. Both Halifax and Na- 
tionwide reported a small drop 
in house pneesin January, bat 
the most buoyant regions 
backed the trend. 

Many economists argue that 
the housing slum' 
first half of fee l 



left psy- 


chological scars, while low in- 
flation also mates property a 
less attractive investment. 
They reckon this means there 
is no dangerof anything more 
than a steady recovery with 
pockets of excess. 

Others think this overlooks 
the fundamental economics 
of tbe homing market. 

David hfiles, professor of 
economics at Imperial College, 
London, said: “House prices 
are about 20 per cent under- 
valued compared to their long- 
run trend.” 

With a fixed supply of land 
and rising costs of house- 
building combined with de- 
mographic pressure for more 
homes, over long periods 
house prices have pawn at 
about the same pace as the 
economy as a whole. 

• Other indicators, such as 
the ratio, of house prices to 
average earnings, suggest that 
prices remain low even after 


last year’s 7.4 per oent average 
increase. 

Professor Miles predicted 
that- prices -could nse more 
sharply this year than last. 
“The feet that they have 
started to rise means people 
who want to buy will try to do 
it quickly, whereas sellers will 
cany on holding off for a bet- 
ter pricey" he said. • 

This ties in with a recent sur- 
vey of estate agents from the 
Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, which complained 
of the shortage of properties 
up for sale. 

With consumer confidence 
at its highest since August 
1988, unemployment falling, 
wage increases picking up and 
tbe prospect of more than 
£22bn in handouts of free 
shares by building societies 
during the next 12 to 18 
months, there must be a good 
chance of a more than mod- 
erate housing recovery. 
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Office may 
make job cuts 
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Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Her Majesty's Stationery Offic^ 
the privatised company which 
prints most Government pubb- 
catians. is about to announce 400 
compulsory redundancies, the 
Labour Party daimed yesterday. 

HMSO, now renamed the 
Stationery Office, was sold last 
October for£54m. a duri ofits 
original asking price, to Heara 
Fleming, the venture capitalist 
croup which stands to make a 
£104m profit out ofttoweeta 

sate of Eversho ft, one of the pri- 
vatised rail leasing companies. 
Electra’s management team s 
thought U) have made peraon- 
al profits of £ 5 . 5 mfiMtbedeaL 
Last November the National 
Publishing Group, the^ew 

company formed by Etectnto 
bid forHMSO, aimounced 940 
job cuts out of a total 

of 2400. Managers said at the 

time thev hoped most of tbejtw 
losses would be through a vol- 
untary redundancy programme. 

Hundreds of workers have al- 
ready kft the conysay, 52 
Labour said around 400 staff 
would now have to be made 
ffinfrqlttiri lY redunda n t to meet 

* Antons are already thought 
iq have been briefed by man- 

top/ notice period for The job 
cute runs out at the weekend 


and it is thought the plans 
could be revealed to staff today. 

Derek Foster, shadow Chan- 
cellor of tbe Duchy of Lan- 
caster, said: “This comes just 
hours after EJectra Fleming 
have walked away with massive 
profits from the rail seD-off. It’s 
just blind profiteering of the 
most sinis ter kind.” • ? 

Around 200 of the compul- 
sory job cuts are thought to be 
at the office’s main site in Nor- 
wich. Labour also said the 
future of the company’s Man- 
chester factory, which prints 
most passports, was under 
threat following a rival bid for 
the work from De La Rue, tbe 





A spokesman lor the Sta- 
tionery Office said in a state- 
ment last night: "At this point 
we cannot confirm Tbe number 
of compulsory redundancies 
which may ultimately be re- 
quired as we continue to accept 
volunteers.” The statement in- 
sisted the total number of com- 

tf^e^tal 940”. However, it 
also said about 100 compulsory 
job losses had already taken 
place al sites with a shorter 
cons ultation period. 

The sale of HMSO, like tbe 
privatised railway roQingstqck 
companies, is currently beinf 
investigated' by the 1 
Audit Office. '■* 




Pension victims 



McCieiittl 

Personal Finance Editor 


The process of compensating 
victims of the pension transfer 
scandal is s till only moving at a 
aiaiTs pace with the release yes- 
terday of figures showing feat 
6,800 people have so for re- 
ceived refeess, out of 478,000 
priority cases identified. 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority, fee financial regulator, 
yesterday said the number of 
op!e compensated was up 
>m the 4,000 or so dealt with 


A \PIA spokesman said: 
“Whilst the figures- indicate 
tha t the pace of the review re- 
mains too slow, they do not take 
account of the measures an- 
nounced in November last year 
to speed the process op.” 

He said feat while many 
companies were proceeding 
with reviews'of pension trans- 
fer cases faster than before, 
some were dragging their heels. 
Disriplmaiy action against fee 
laggards was a strong possibil- 
ity, fee spokesman said. 

The PIA’s latest statistics 
come more than two years af- 
terfee senior CSty regulator, the 
Securities and Investments 
Board, issued a report showing 
that up to 1.5 million people 

may have been mis-sold a per- . 

son al pension. However, a PIA 
deadline for all argent cases to 


be dealt wife by December 
1995 collapsed in acrimony as 
the regulator was forced into a 
climb-down wife its members 
over fee letters feeysent to po- 
tential victims. The RA. also had 
to wait months until a critical 
court case was resolved with in- 
dependent financial advisers. 

Last October, a PIA memo 
leaked to The Indtfrendent 
showed some companies wife 
tens of .thousands of cases on 
their bodes had baxety dealt with 
more than a handful. ' 

Since then, the PIA has tried 
to adopt a new get-tough ap- 
proach, calling m' executives 
from fee worst-offending com- 
panies and insisting they resolve 
90 percent of their cases by the 
end of this year. 

Of fee total cases identified 
as priorities, 361J0OG came from 
life companies and 64,000 from 
fee insurance arms ;of big banks 

and buikfing societies. Financial 
advisers have contributed about 
53JO0O cases. Of this last group, 
compensation has been offered 
to only 305 people. 

A Prndenlial spokesman said 
yesterday: “We have made con- 
siderable progress in fee past 
few months and have cleared 
the majority of cases as not re- 
quiring compensation. 

■ “We are now working 
through the case wtf have iden- 
tified as needing' review as 

qmcfcty as possible." 


Labour outlines single currency 
criteria for joining in ‘first wave’ 


Yvette Cooper 


Gordon Brown, Labour's Shad- 
ow Chancellor, yesterday set 
down five criteria on which a 
Labour government would de- 
cide whether to join a single cur- 
rency. Speaking in Washington 
to the US Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin, Mr Brown said: 
*Tf the economic conditions are 
right, we will retain fee option 
of joining ... in fee first wave.” 
Mr Brown said that Labour 
would look at the impact of 

FMIJonmv eirfmen^ rtn nnanrial 

services and on unemployment 
He would also consider whether 
countries were at different 
stages' in the economic cycle, and 
whether fee stability pact was 
sufficiently flexible. 

But fee five criteria do not yet 
dearly determine whether 
Labour would join in fee first 
wave or not. Graham Bishop of 
Salomon Brothers said “On 
balance these, criteria will en- 


hance the chances of the Labour 
Party joining EMU.” However, 
Michael Lewis of Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell said: These 
criteria form a more rigorous 
test; they would push you away 
firan joining in the first wave and 
towards waiting to see how 
EMU panned out” 

Mr Brown’s first criterion is 
to '‘examine the likely impact on 
investment by British ferns .. . 
and on inward investment”. 
Fears are already growing that 
an opted out Britain could lose 
inward investment as companies 
such as Toyota consider re- 
location within the euro-zone. 
Moreover, if tbe euro is a strong 
currency, interest rates in 
Britain are likely to be higher 
than in fee euro-zone, discour- 
aging investment by British 
companies, too. The risk of 
lower investment, growth and 
job creation outside EMU 
would, according to Mr Bishop, 
be “bound to have a significan t 


impact on a party that cares 
about unemployment”. 

But Mr Lems argues that 
concern for investment would 
not necessarily lead to early 
membership: That's more a 
long-term coq^deration.” 

Mr Brown also plans to con- 
sider “fee effect on our finan- 
cial services". However, a recent 
report by David Currie for fee 
Economist Intelligence Unit 
argues feat financial services 
should in fact do well inride or 
outside EMU so long as they 
prepare property, keeping Mr 
Brown’s options wide open. 

The Shadow Chancellor said, 
thirdly, “we will examine 
whether European countries 
are at different stages of fee 
economic cycle”. Britain is 
currently in its fifth year of eco- 
nomic growth. while fee Ger- 
man econonty actually shrank in 
the last few months of 1996. Ac-, 
cording to Michael Lewis, “this 
condition could delay Britain’s 


entry for some time.” However, 
the single currency could itself 
speed fee integration of econ- 
omies and reduce the need for 
separate monetary policies 
across fee union. 

The fourth Labour criterion 
is to examine whether there is 
sufficient flexibility in fee 
Dublin stability pact to cope 
wife economic shocks. As fee 
David Currie report points out, 
unable to use monetary policy 
to react to local economic prob- 
lems, governments wOI need fee 
freedom to adjust borrowing to 
tide them through bad times. A 
strict interpretation of fee sta- 
bility pact - as the Germans pre- 
fer -would remove much of that 
flexibility. Michael Lewis said, 
“it looks as though Labour 
wants to wait and see how 
much discretion national gov- 
ernments will have”. 

Finally Mr Brown's said he 
would judge fee impact of 
EMU on- employment levels. 
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Grantchester stacks up warehouses 
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touched investoAehh^iccess stories The Investment Column 

such as Caiiion Communications and — 

Singer & Friedlander, will be interest- EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 

ed in his latest little venture. Last year 
his Burford properly group latched onto 
Grantchester Holdings, a specialist 

property developer which daims to have Market vmr.ZAMn sham price fl5a5p - '-v ■ 

built a commanding position in edge- ■ — — — — ; — — 

Trading record 1994 1995 1996 1995 1996 

vember Burford demerged Grant- . .... ^ 

Chester, having injected a couple of jiiniww (£mf l ' 

retail parks in Huddersfield and Falkirk. - - _ . - — - — - " . 

■» «* «« «*■ * 

have risen almost in a straight line from • - , :-.v u t ^-wa sr-g 

the launch price of lOOp to yesterday's B «nings per sham (peace) 2182 

16Sp. up another 3-5p. 

IntheUradiiionofMrWray T whore- Dividends pu share (peace) 23.2 24.8 27 H/A N/A 

mains a non-executive director, in- — i — ; 

vestors have not bad to wait long for TuiUOVCr (%) Share price (Pence) 

Grantchester's next blockbuster deal. mo I 

Yesterday, the group announced 
£121m of acquisitions and a £65m rights ^ 

issue which will mean it has tripleu ‘he 
size of its portfolio to £220ra in th. ^ 
three months since Dotation and dou- 
bled tbe number of units to 100. 5DQ 
Shareholders are being offered the new 
shares at 1 37p on a seven-for-10 basis. ^ 

The centrepiece of the latest deal is 
the £73- 3m acquisition from the devel- M0 

opment arm of J Sainsbury of seven 
warehouse development schemes, rang- 2 oo 
ing from Chester to East London, via 
Swansea and Birmingham. The group 100 
is stumping up an extra £16.2m for the 
more mature former Burford property n 

in Huddersfield, over which it has an op- Gases & Health Vacuum Dissftwfai 

tion. bringing the total cost of that deal Jjjgk 0318 . 820 fma«j j USDNO J F 

to £21.6m. Grantchester is .also ex- 
tending its reach into the North with a 

£9.25m deal for a warehouse scheme in on a substantial premium to Charter- dated with BOC, yet by the close o 
Middlesbrough and a couple of retail house Toney’s net assets per share fore- trading the shares had staged a re 
parks in the central belt of Scotland cast of 128p for this year and 142p next, markable turnaround, ending the da 
which are being acquired from Morn- they should not be chased. with a rise of 21 -5p to 959.5p. 

son Construction for £23. lm. The devil, as always with BOC, is i 

Analysts said the deals, being done _ the detail and behind the grim-lookin 

on yields ranging from 6.8 per cent for T)f*3,fTI&‘fclC Q3.V sterling impact lies an encouragin 

the’Sainsbuiy properties to S per cent trend in underlying profitability. Aboi 

in Middlesbrough, were not exceptional tVy|* £?.3m of the anticipated full-year K 

for this type of asset. But Paul whight, from the high pound relates to the tran 

executive chairman, is extremely opti- ; ' ladon of dollar and other currencies int 

mistic that he can squeeze much more BOC has made much of a drive to sterling. The actual cash impact is like 
out of them. explain its diverse industrial gases, ly to be smaller, in tbe region of £15n 

He points out that recent deals for healthcare and distribution businesses • Another reason for the share price surj 
similar out-of-town warehouses have to investors and, judging by yesterday's was interest from US investors since la 
been done at yields of 5 per cent or be- share price movement, the message is autumn's listing in New York, 
low. More importantly, the average rent finally getting through. Meanwhile, the other two problei 

being paid by Grantchester’s blue-chip The headline figures looked bad as areas, the Edwards vacuum busine: 

tenants is still under £10 a square fooL BOC warned that tbe impact of tbe 25 and healthcare operations, are beix 
Given lettings done at double that rate per cent surge in the value of the pound . tackled. Last year the shares plunge 
in areas as cuverse as Croydon. Leices- had knocked £10m off operating profits on the world-wide collapse in tt 
ter and Edinburgh, there is clearly the in the three months to December. Pre- ; computer memory chip market, whit 
potential to raise that significantly. By tax profits edged up by less than 2 per ‘ the vacuum business depends upon fi 
means of five-yearly rent reviews and cent in the first quarter to £102.7m. its earnings. Now it would appear i 
buying out “underperforming" leases. Turnover, excluding BOC's share of re- be close to bottom. BOC also looks 1 
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on a substantial premium to Charter- 
house TDney’s net assets per share fore- 
cast of 128p for this year and 142p next, 
they should not be chased. 
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dated with BOC, yet by the close of 
trading the shares had staged a re- 
markable turnaround, ending the day 
with a rise of 21 -5p to 959.5p. 

The devil, as always with BOC, is in 
the detail and behind the grim-looking 
sterling impact lies an encouraging 
trend in underlying profitability. About 
g?-2m of the anticipated full-year hit 
from the high pound relates to the trans- 
lation of dollar and other cuirendes into 
sterling. The actual cash impact is like- 
ly to be smaller, in tbe region of £15m. 

• Another reason for the share price surge 
was interest from US investors since last 
autumn's listing in New York. 

Meanwhile, the other two problem 
areas, the Edwards vacuum business 
and healthcare operations, are being 


BOC has made much of a drive to sterling- The actual cash impact is like- 
explain its diverse industrial gases, ly to be smaller, in the region of £ 15m. 
healthcare and distribution businesses ‘Another reason for tbe share price surge 
to investors and, judging by yesterday's was interest from US itwestors since last 
share price movement, the message is autumn's listing in New York, 
finally getting through. Meanwhile, the other two problem 

The headline figures looked bad as areas, the Edwards vacuum business 
BOC warned that tbe impact of tbe 25 and healthcare operations, are being 
per cent surge in the value of the pound . tackled. Last year the shares plunged 


had knocked £10m off operating profits 
in the three months to December. Pre- 


on the world-wide collapse in the 
computer memory chip market, which 


tax profits edged up by less than 2 per ' the vacuum business depends upon for 
cent in the first quarter to £102.7m. its earnings. Now it would appear to 

be close to bottom. BOC also looks to 


Turnover, excluding BOC's share of re- 


he reckons Grantchester can achieve lated undertakings, was 1 per cent lower be getting over the 1993 loss of the 


rent increases of around 25 per cent a at £89?.9m. If sterling stays at current 


year across the portfolio 


levels, the total impact on full-year prof- 


Even given initial success on pre-let- its would be around £35m and the mar- 
tings at Huddersfield and the 20 percent kets took immediate fright yesterday 
growth notched up over the past three with the shares down lOp at one point, 
years, that is a laD order. With the shares Drama is not a word normally asso- 


patent on its anaesthetic drug, Forane. 
Five years ago Forane made annual 
profits of £123m, while the rest of the 
healthcare division lost £24 ul Last year 
Fdrane’s earnings were down to £20tn. 
while the other businesses made £53m. 


And behind it all lies the sleeping gi- 
ant, the gases division, which accounts 
for the lion’sshare of profits. BOCpre- 
dicts world demand grow* for gases vrifl 
be some 2 per cent higher than GDP 
growth. BOC’s presence in the Far East 
is strong, while it has plenty of oppor- 
tunity to grow in continental Europe. 

Including sterling’s impact, expect 
profits this year to be static at £450m. 
with earnings per share of 58p and a 
prospective p/e ratio of 16. About right 

Verity’s hi-fi 
is high-risk 

Verity is the ultimate share for hi-fi 
anoraks. With names such as Wharfdale 
and Quad, the group's brands sound like 
a roll-call of the cream of British audio 
equipment But they did not prevent the 
group coming to the brink of collapse 
in 1993 after three years of mounting 
losses and a torrent of cash calls. 

Farad Azima, parachuted in as chief 
executive after his Mission amplifiers 
to CD players group was reversed into 
Verity in 1993, dragged the group back 
into the black, but what has really ig- 
nited the shares are the prospects for 
its revolutionary NXT flat speaker tech- 
nology. Last autumn, the price more 
than tripled after the group set up a 
separate subsidiary. New Transducers, 
to develop the ground-breaking prod- 
uct and hinted (hat industry giants such 
as Nokia and Panasonic could be in- 
terested in the technology. 

Yesterday the shares added another 
325p to a new peak of 43p, despite 
news of yet another cash call for 
£8. 65m, after the group revealed that 
NEC the Japanese consumer elec- 
tronics group, bad become the first to 
sign a licence agreement for NXT Mr 
Azima is suggesting there could be 
plenty more where that came from. 

Analysts expect the NEC deal alone 
could bring in royalties in its first year 
of up to Slim and further discussions 
are taking place with “major compa- 
nies" in Europe, the US, Japan and 
South Korea. The list of applications 
for a loudspeaker less than 1mm thick 
which produces hi-fi quality sound are 
virtually endless, ranging from laptop 
computers to transport and architec- 
tural uses. Sir Norman Foster's epony- 
mous architectural practice is looking 
at the possibilities in concert halls, 

: stations and the like, 
i The question will be whether Verity 

■ can handle all this. First-half results to 
i December showed the group plunging 
i back into the red with a loss of £1 -43m 
i repbeing profits of £1 24m. New Trans- 
ducers racked up development costs of 
I £1.47m and the redirection of resources 
; to NXT caused trading profits to 
r halve. Full-year profits are expected to 
, be dawn £lm at £1.6m. High risk, but 
. the new shares at 36p are worth a punL 


test pushes up 
Proteus shares 


Magnps Gkjroond ' 

Shares in the biotechnology 
sector sparked into life yester- 
day on a string of announce- 
ments from some of its smaller 
constituents. Proteus Interna- 
tional's shares leapt 17p to 
57:5p after it announced its 
Irish research partner had suc- 
cessfully developed a speedier 
test for BSE. 

Shield Diagnostics' share 
price was also strong, rising SOp 
to 416.5p, after it revealed a 
research tie-up with Abbott 
Laboratories, the US pharma- 
ceuticals group. However, in- 
vestors reacted negatively to 
news that plans by Phytopharm 
to develop a plant-based cure 
for eczema would be ddayed by 
around two years. Tbe shares 
fell 23p to 185 Jp. 

Proteus said Enter Scientif- 
ic, an Irish licensee, had pro- 
duced a high-throughput test for 
BSE based on a reagent pro- 
duced by the British firm which 


had been validated by tbe Irish 
Department of Apiculture. 
David G ration, chairman, said 
the department's agricultural 
veterinary research laboratory 
was “happy to validate that 
this test (kies successfully dis- 
criminate between positive and 
negative BSE carcasses’’-!. 

The post mortem test was ca- 
pable of processing 1,000 sam- 
ples at a time and could be used 
m slaughterhouses, he said. 
Proteus went through a bad 
patch last year after raising 
£9-5m in a rights issue and see- 
ing then chief executive Jurek 
Sikotski resign soon after. Bnt 
Mr G ration said Proteus had 
signed a deal with Enfer which 
would net Proteus 12.5 per 
cent of any revenues earned 
from the test, which analysis be- 
lieve could give the company in- 
come running into seven 
figures-- 

Shield, meanwhile, said it 
had signed an exploratory re- 
search agreement with the di- 


agnostics division of Abbott 

Laboratories. Th*s would give 
it access to Abbott's instru- 
ments, reagents and training in 
developing new hospital diag- 
nostic teste, the company said. 

The problems of Phyto- 
pharm, whose technology is 
based on Chinese herbal reme- 
dies, concern its Zcmaphytc 
drug for severe atopic eczema, 
a skin complaint. L‘K approval 
for the product, currently in 
phase 1H trials with 150 patients, 
wfll be delayed for around 18 
months after US tests begin in 
September, according to 
Richard Dixey. chief executive. 

This was due to concerns ex- 
pressed by the British Medicines 
Control Agency. 

But Mr Dixey played down 
the delays, saying they would 
help improve the chances for 
the drug, given (hut regulators 
on both sides of the Atlantic 
were now in closer liaison and 
the company had a clearer tar- 
get to aim for. 


Primary Management consortium wins£200m Army contract 
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A consortium led by Primary Management, which is owned by the Gardner Merchant 
contract catering company, has won a £2 OOm contract to manage non-military 
operations and work services at Aldershot Garrison. The deal will save the Army £32m. 
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■ The Award Winning 
II British PC Manufacturer 
IH With vyorld Beating 

L 





MM systems continue to win awards for quakty, performance and 
value, and our entry level miditower system was again voted ‘Best 
Buy in the current issue of What PC? magazine. 

“One PC stood out Horn the rest, though. With top-notch 
■specifcatMns and performance The documentation and 
presentation US you with confidence, mating this the outright 
winner for our Best Buy award... This package has everything you 
need to get started and it’s all top quality. An excellent buy . " 

What PC? March 1397 (current} Issue 

Take a closer look at the new HUN "Millennium' higi performance 
systems which prctfde even better value and are upgradeable to or 
based on Intel Pentium* processors with MWC” Te chno l og y. 

MIN Offers End 28th February 

The iflmvn tangs Includes specification nMomKto. vooa modmi hefty and 

core MSI a lager coSoctton of software hcftdng SmanSU» S6. 13 CD titles 

nJudngRACMy.EZ |B n rm 
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Home credit boosts Provident 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

Provident Financial yesterday 
proved for the fifth year running 
that the door-to-door lending 
business is a money spinner with 
high margins by making a prof- 
it before tax of £1 18.5m, a 17 per 
cent increase on the year before. 

John van Kuffeler, chief ex- 
ecutive, said the company was 
doing so well it was looking at 
(he possibility of share buybacks 
and other ways of improving 
shareholder value. It was also 
regularly looking at potential 
takeover propositions, he said. 


Provident, based in Brad- 
ford, specialises in home credit, 
which is collected weekly by 
agents. It has 13 million cus- 
tomers. mostly at the lower 
end of the income scale. The 
bulk of the group pre-tax prof- 
it came from the home credit di- 
vision. which made £1 14.4m, an 
increase of 21 per cent. 

This was achieved with much 
higher interest rates than con- 
ventional lenders charge. Tbe 
company puts this down to the 
high administration costs of 
collecting repayments on small 
loans door-tCKioor. However, its 
margins have been improving. 


Provident provided £670m 
of credit for customers last 
year but their repayments to- 
talled £909m, 35 per cent more. 
The annual percentage rate 
works out at well over 50 per 
cent. With 9 per cent more cus- 
tomers last year, the agent net- 
work was expanded by more 
than 700 to nearly 9,900. Loan 
growth' last year was 14.6 per 
cent. Bad debts increased less 
than 5 per cent to £34.3m. 

The company's branch net- 
work has now been replaced by 
regional administration cen- 
tres and low-cost local interview 
rooms for use by agents. 


Profils from the insurance 
business, which specialises in 
women drivers, second cars and 
third-party insurance for older 
cars, fell £L7m to £10.6m. An 
increase in premiums si ashed the 
number of policyholders from 
802,000 to 595.000. 

Provident said it rook longer 
to settle claims compared with 
previous years. With slower 
payouts, cash and investments 
remained high and the income 
from these funds helped main- 
tain insurance profits. 

The dividend was raised IS 
per cent to 163p a share. The 
shares rose lp to 55 3.5 p. 











MJN MHtefmium 166+ 

■ 6*86 166+ processor 
manufactured by IBM 

• Upgradeable to Pentium 
200MHz MMX 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 12 speed COflOM drive 

■ 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

• 2.1Gb tana disk 

• 15' SVGA Ci.28dp screen 

■ 256K pipeline bmsi cache 

■ Fast 64 -bn integrated graphics 
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MJN NWemrium 166M 

■ Intel Penbum 166MHz processor 
with MMX"- Technoto©f 

■ Upgradeable to Pentium' 
200NWzMMX 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

■ 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

• 33.6 V34+ vows modem 

• 2.1Gb hard de* 

• 15’ SVGA 0.28t}p screen 

■ 256K pipeSne bust cache 
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(use uptp 2Mb system RAM) 
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Printer Option 

- Epson Stylus color 200 720 X 720 da printer XI 98.58 (OB9+VAI) 


Buy Now... Pay August 


Interest Free Credit *™ 0 % 

Interact Free Example; MJN Mlienum 166+; Pay just £132.07 (10%) 
deposit and the rest after 6 months. Atemaovely. pay the whole amount 
r»N for quW>. delivery. 

Total pnee = £1099 + £25 detaray +VAT * £1320.70 0% 

France also available over a longer period of 2.5 years at *" 19£%. 
Finance is subject to status. VWsten detarte are arguable on request 


MJN MHamdum 200+ 

■ 6S6200+ processor 
manufactured by IBM 

■ Upgadeable to Pentium^ 
200MHz MMX 

• 512K pipeline bust cache 

• 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 3J2Gb hard tSsk 

• 33.6 V34+ voice modem 

■ 12 speed CD-ROM drtwe 

• 15‘ SVGA OJ28dp screen 
(17- optional) 

■ ATI Raga B 3D Raphes «th AMb 
SGRAM 

■ Sound Baser 32 hardware 

Ws/etatte sound cad. joystick 

imaophone & R»mjm U20w 
pmpo) speakers 

ei r”r\o.83 


In Brief 1 lit 

• The Government's plans to dissuade accountants from mov- 
ing their firms offshore to Jersey were published yesterday, in a __ 

consultation paper on a new form of limited liability partnership. * 

The proposal is aimed at limiting the personal risks of partners V/i 

in accountancy firms when they are sued for damages. Ian Lang, __ 

President of the Board of Trade, said “limited liability partnership Cl . 

is already widely available in the LISA and in an increasing number 

of other countries. It should be available in the UK too.” The K-/Vr" 
closing date for responses is 16 May. 

• A US court yesterday ruled that damages awarded against GKN Nigel Cope 


Receivers are 
called in at 
Scottish Pride 
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• Intel Pentium 200MKz processor 
**h MMX~ Technology 

• Fiil Tower case 

• 512Kpipeine burst cache 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

• 3J!Gb hard cfck 

• 33.6 V34+ vt»ce modem 

• 12 speed CD-ROM *ve - 
■ 15' SVGA 028^3 screen 

(17‘ optional) 

• ATI Rage B 3D (japhlcs with 
4Mb SGRAM 

• SouncHaster 32 hardware 
Wavraatfe sound card, jcysbcK 
CT crophone & premium (120w 
pmpo) s p oo l ers 

•1996"., 
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last year might be reduced by up to 30 per cent Last December 
a North Carolina jury awarded S347m (£216m \ in damages against 
GKN for allegedly defrauding franchise operators of its Meineke 
Discount Mufflers chain. The parties have been directed to try 
to agree by next Wednesday a formula for allocating the dam- 
ages to individual class members. GKN is expected to appeal. 

• Lloyd’s of London has woo its first court victory against rebel 
names who refused to join last year’s £3. 2b n rescue plan. A sum- 
mary judgment in the High Court against two members. Dennis 
Leighs and David Wilkinson, dismissed their daims that they were 
not liable to pay money into Equitas, the reinsurance vehicle used 
for the rescue of the insurance market Philip Holden, Lloyd’s 
chief debt collector, said: “This enables Lloyd's to pursue all oon- 
acceptors of the settlement." 

• Employers are continuing to improve voluntarily the benefits 
they provide for members of occupational pension schemes, ac- 
cording to the 22nd NAPF annual survey. Higher payments, more 
pensions for spouses and dependents and shorter waiting periods 
to join occupational schemes are among the improvements. Sev- 
enty-six percent of schemes were preparing an increased payment 
in 1996 compared with 30 percent in 1975. Contrary to widespread 
reports, there had no been no wholesale move from final survey 
to money purchase schemes, tbe report adds. 
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The milk market turned sour 
yesterday for Scottish Pride, 
the former processing arm of 
the Scottish Milk Marketing 
Board, when it appointed re- 
ceivers at two of its main trad- 
ing subsidiaries. 

The company had beea in 
talks to sell its business to 
Robert Wiseman Dairies in a 
deal which would have given 
Wiseman 80 per cent of the 
Scottish market. However, the 
company .had been unable to 
reach commercially acceptable 
undertakings with the Office of 
Fair Trading. 

Scottish Pride's shares were 
suspended at 425p yesterday 
morning pending clarification of 
the company’s financial posi- 
tion. Receivers were later ap- 
pointed to the two main trading 
subsidiaries, Scottish Pride and 
Scottish Pride Foods. 

The company has debts of 
OOm and last month reported 
increased half-year losses of 
£245m. It has been suffering 
from a lack of capital inefficient 
plants and an oversupplied 
market The receivers said sub- 
stantial losses in the fresh food 
sector and intense competition 
to supply supermarkets and 
discount retailers had been key 
causes of the problems. The fi- 
nal straw was the defection of 
two key customers, including 


Kwik Save, which stopped its 
dealings with Scottish Pride on 
Monday. 

Blair Nimmo. on behalf of ac- 
countants KPMG, said; “The 
company has been in discussion 
with a number of interested par- 
ties for die sale of its trading ac- 
tivities. The request for the 
appointment of a receiver was 
made when, against a back- 
ground of rapidly deteriorating 
trading, it became clear the 
company could not be confident 
that transactions for the sale of 
tbe activities would be achieved 
on satisfactory terms within a 
reasonable period of time.’’ 

Though Scottish Pride itself 
is not in receivership it has only 
limited assets. The company is 
based in Glasgow and employs 
736 staff at 15 production and 
distribution sites throughout 
Scotland and the North of Eng- 
land. Group sales last year were 
£96m. KPMG said there would 
be no immediate redundancies 
but could give no guarantees on 
future job security. 

Scottish Pride is listed on the 
Alternative Investment Mar- 
ket. The vast majority of its 
shareholders are farmers who 
produce milk for the company. 

KPMG will continue to trade 
the Scottish Pride businesses 
while undertaking a financial re- 
view. The main objective was to 
sell the business as a going 
concern. KPMG said. 


m 


V 













market report / shares 


Data Bank 


nsEatio 

. F15E35ft l " ^ 

■ ■> • 

^S|EAQ Vm^S; 
: ' ll4l.6rri sharer. * . 
- 5C^019;bargauns;; / 

Gifts tettwl- ; 


Share spotlight 


Asda slips up after NatWest issues a downgrade 



NatWest dropped a banana 
skin in the path of Asda's 
share yesterday, catting its 
profit forecasts for the food re- 
tailer by irp to 10 per cent and 
c h anging os recommendation 
from hold to reduce. 

Under Archie Norman's 
“Renewal" programme Asda 
averted fin an c i al collapse. But 
the broker sees a levelling off 
in margins as cost pressures 
mount and underlying sales 
growth slows from almost 10 
per cent to the industry norm 
of 4 per cent in 1998/99. 

There is also a feeling that 
Asda’s unexpected bid for 
Granada’s welcome Break 
motorway service stations gives 
the lie to the food retailer's 
claim that its core business was ' 
performing well- ■ 

Sector watchers will recall 
that Iceland rather fetlhe cat 
out of the bag on current trad- 
ing a year ago when it lined up 
an approach for littlewoods, 
the privately owned pools and 


department store empire. Ice- 
land's shares have been in the 
dog-house ever since. 

While Asda’s problems are 
nowhere near as serious, 
NatWest reckons the shares arc 
worth closer to lOOp than the 
113-5p, down 3.25p, they 
closed at last niehL 


Th e FTSE 100 retreated 
from a new trading high of 
4362.4 to close U lower at 
4356.1 in response to a weak 
opening on Wall Street. 

Rank Group, under new 
chief executive Andrew Tfeare, 
led the way among blue chips, 
adding 27p to 442p on the bade 
of full-year read is and plans to 
buy back up to 10 per cent of 
its shares. 

Also sought was British Air- 
ways. up 16-5p. to 634 .5p on 
good profits from Australian 
airline Ouantas, where BA 
has a 25 per cent stake. 

Centrica, the supply aim of 
the old British Gas, was the 
most active stock for the sec- 
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ond day r unning with 177 mil- 
lion shares changing hands as 
US investors haded out. The 
shares, though, finished 3.75p 
firmer at 70.2^. 

Reed International re- 
mained in demand, rsing 47p 
at one stage before settling a 
net lOp higher at I L575p af- 
ter the publisher took the took 
the unusual step of saying it 
knew of no reason for the re- 
cent share price strength. 

De La Roe, the banknote 
printer, had another storming 
session, ending 255p higher at 
661p. The shares have risen by 
almost a quarter in the last cou- 
ple of months amid steady in- 
stitutional buying. Several 
stories help explain the rise. 


One is technical, with chartists 
noting the positive formation 
of a “golden cross" where the 
line showing the 38-day 
moving average crosses the 
200-day moving average line on 
the up. 

Another relates to the 
planned introduction of the 
euro in 1999. This is likely to 
more than mop up capacity 
among European rivals, leav- 
ing De La Rue free to enjoy 
better margins in its core third 
world markets. 

PSP’s good run continued, 
the shares adding 2L5p to 
221.5p despite vice-chairman 
Peter Fisher cutting bis stake 
in the computer services group. 
Mr Fisher sold 2.1 million 


shares at 220-5p on Wednes- 
day, leaving him with 5^$ mi- 
lion, or a 7.03 per cent stake. 

The deal marks another 
symbolic chapter in P&P’s 
evolution. Mr Fisher and his 
former wife Pam founded the 
company in 1979 as a distrib- 
utor of computers The initials 
of their Christian names gave 
the company its moniker. 

But last week a more 
broadly based P&P announced 
plans to change its name to 
SkiHsgroup ash unveiled a 14 
per cent increase in full-year 
profits. 

Micro Focus, the software 
specialist, slipped 5p to 10S2p 
even though the Prudential 
picked up 81,000 shares to 
take its stake to 10.4 per cent 
from 9-9 per cent. 

Preston North End scored a 
5p gain to dose at 550p after 
winning a lottery grant to build 
a football museum at the dub’s 
Deepdale ground. The project 
is expected to cost more dun 


£7m, the bulk of which wiD 
come from the grant. 

But Manchester United re- 
mained out of favour, falling 
another 13p to 637J5p despite 

consolidating its lead at the top 
of the Premier League with an 
away win at Arsenal on 
Wednesday night Leeds Unit- 
ed, stuffed 4-0 by Liverpool, 
fared better as shares in par- 
ent company Caspian held at 
38p. 

Shares in EasyNet, the In- 
ternet service provider, ad- 
vanced 4p to 66 .5p. Losses in 
tbe year to December widened 
to £970,000 but the company 
said the number of corporate 
and consumer customers rose 
by over 400 per cent. 

Fish and chip shop chain 
Barry Rams den’s served up a 
2_5p gain to dose at 347/5p as 
a director, M J Barnes, raised 
£688,000 by exercising and 
selling options on 200,000 
shares at 3.44p, leaving him 
with a 1.43 per cent stake. 


Taking Stock 


O PSD, the recruitment ser- 
vices group, had a bright 
start to life on the slock mar- 
ket. Placed by Charterhouse 
Taney at 220p, the shares 
sky-rocketed to close at 
28&5p, valuing the company 
at about £70m. Volume was a 
chunky 3.47 million shares, 
or 14 per cent of the issued 
equity. 

□ Porvaiq the synthetic 
clothing maker that issued 
two profit warnings last year, 
recouped some of Wednes- 
day’s losses when the com- 
pany revealed a 19 per cent 
drop in profits. 

The shares rose 5p to 255p 
as house broker Beeson Gre- 
gory upgraded its recommen- 
dation to buy with earnings of 
18.1p pencilled in for this 
yean implying a price/earn- 
iags ratio of 14. The broker 
feels significant recovery this 
year justifies a premium rat- 
ing to the market 
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FTSE 100 Index hour 


Open 43498 down 78 11.00 43570 down 04 

OfUJO 43505 down 89 12*0 43595 up £1 

1&0043SB8 down Qfi 13.00 43SB8 up 24 


14.00 43514 down 60 
15J» 43489 down 85 

16.00 43S19 down 55 
0060 43581 down 13 
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How virtual banks are 
close to becoming reality 


A revolution is under way in 
the banking industry which by 
the turn of the century wiU see 
the birth of “virtual banks", ac- 
cording to David Llewellyn, 
professor of money and 
banking at Loughborough 
University. 

“Over the next 10 years we'll 
see more structural change in the 

banking industry and more 
change in the business that 
banks do ... than we've seen in 
the last 50 to 60 years," he 
predicts. 

According to Professor 
Llewellyn, the upheaval will be 
dramatic even in the last three 
years of this century. It is al- 
ready in progress, signalled by 
the arrival of new entrants, 
such as the supermarkets, 
which are just beginning to 
offer banking products. 

Salisbury's Bank, launched 
this week, is the most significant 
attempt by a supermarket to get 
into banking. In conjunction 
with Bank of Scotland, Salis- 
bury's is promising to pay some 
of the highest rates on savings 
accounts in the country. 

Little wonder, then, that 
some of the best known bank- 
ing names on the high street are 
becoming just a little worried 
about what the future holds. 

Professor Llewellyn thinks 
they should be concerned, but 
he also thinks they should be 
pairing up with the supermar- 
ket players. 

“These are very powerful 
pressures on the banking in- 
dustry. Some banks are going 
to get into trouble.” he said yes- 
terday at a seminar on banking 
in the 21 st centurv organised by 
NCR. 

The cause for concern is not 
that the supermarkets will 
snatch all the business. “These 
new guys will never get big mar- 
ket shares but that’s not what 
their damage is going to be. 
Their damage is taking away the 
juicy bits," said Professor 
Llewellyn. 

The point being that the 
supermarkets will launch the 
products that are most prof- 
itable aad turn their backs on 
those that cause problems for 
the high street banks. Because 
they are not lumbered with an 


Supermarket accounts are just the 
start of a revolution in handling 
our money, writes Jill Treanor 


expensive branch network, the 
supermarkets can have a 
serious impact on banks’ pric- 
ing of products and therefore 
their profitability. 

Professor Llewellyn argued 
that the supermarkets, and for 
that matter any other non- 
banking institution that de- 
cides to dabble in the banking 
field, have an advantage at the 
outset because their fixed costs 
of doing business are very low. 

Tb is is because they are sub- 
contracting all their banking op- 
erations. In the case of 
Salisbury's it is Bank of Scot- 
land. Safeway has linked up 
with Abbey National and Tesco, 
which had teamed up with 
NaiWest, is now tied to Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

Other new entrants may be 
waiting the wings. For instance. 
Professor Llewellyn thinks 


British Telecom, which he de- 
scribes as having a branch net- 
work in every household in 
the country, could pose a real 
challenge.’ 

The supermarket groups also 
have a big advantage in that 
they can swiftly and cheaply quit 
the banking business if it proves 
unprofitable or is simply too 
much trouble. 

Professor Llewellyn th inks 
banks are on a fast track to be- 
coming 'Virtual”, where they act 
as little more than a computer 
interface with customers. 

The revolution, he predicts, 
will also mean banks sub- 
contracting their businesses 
and outsourcing operations. 
This is not just because of the 
new competitors but also be- 
cause of technological advances 
and regulatory changes. 

“I reallv do believe we’re at 



Change on the high street New technology has been a 
key factor, allowing banks to close thousands of brandies 


a defining point in the evolution 
of the banking industry he 
says. 

Banks, finally, are catching 
up with other industries. Just as 
British Airways contract s out its 
catering services or Jaguar uses 
a vast array of suppliers to 
provide the products for its cars, 
so banks will do the same. 

Supermarkets have been al- 
lowed to enter the banking in- 
dustry because the barriers 
have been eroded. New tech- 
nology has been one prime 
factor and the high street banks 
have helped the process by 
closing thousands of branches 
and demonstrating that they are 
no longer essential. 

The ultimate technological 
development is banking on the 
Internet, which computer ex- 
perts predict is one of the 
biggest threats to the traditional 
sector. 

In five years. Professor 
UeweDyn sees banks busy mon- 
itoring the suppliers to which 
they have outsourced their ac- 
tivities, just like British Air- 
ways juggles the terms on which 
it is supplied with goods and 
services. 

But he is aware of a stark 
anomaly. While the cut-throat 
competition and continuing cost- 
cutting will drive banks to be- 
come virtual or “contract banks", 
it could also lead to further con- 
solidation in the industry. 

He believes the two images 
can co-exist, with some banks 
following the big is beautiful 
route to take advantage of 
economies of scale, while 
others take the route of the con- 
tract bank. 

“There are several small 
building societies which have a 
good future because they are 
going to become virtual." Pro- 
fessor Llewellyn said. 

For him the importance of 
these developments is their 
potential to do damage to the 
traditional bank. Banks that 
succeed will be those that are 
prepared to change. 

Diversification could be one 
way. The fastest route here 
would be to bear the super- 
markets at their own game and 
buy one outright - if you can’t 
beat them join them. 


Twenty British women and 7.000 



who had to undergo tu 
weekends of gruelling ‘ 
style training, includir 


Lucy Roberts, former author 
of this esteemed diary column 
and pan-time marathon run- 
ner. is about to walk to the 
North Pole. 

Ms Roberts is part of a 20- 
strong group of British 
women who are taking part in 
the McVitie’s Penguin Polar 
Relay. Five teams of four will 
take it in turn to walk set dis- 
tances between northern 
Canada and the North Pole, 
and Ms Roberts is part of the 
group which will reach the fi- 
nal destination. Union Jack in 
hand. 

The first team leaves for 
training in Resolute Bay, 
Canada, this weekend. The 
participants were selected 
from more than 60 applicants 
who had to undergo two 

SAS- 
ing one 

on Dartmoor. 

“It was a hideous experi- 
ence," recalls Ms Roberts, 
currently employed by Light- 
ing Design International, a 
domestic lighting company. 

“After each squad has com- 
pleted its allotted distance, it 
will be picked up by plane 
and the next lot starts. We're 
making history - we will be 
the first British women to get 
to the North Pole," says our 
intrepid explorer. 

One American woman and 
one Japanese woman made it 
in maced teams, but they had 
dogs to pull them. 

“We will have skis and 150- 
pound sleds. The wind chill 
factor will take the tempera- 
ture down to about minus 70, 
so it’ll be pretty cold,” she 
says. 

The main sponsor is McVi- 
ties, which has provided 7.000 
Penguin bars for the women. 
This is despite the fact that 
there are no live penguins 
anywhere near the North 
Pole. “We all have to eat four 
bars a day," says Ms Roberts. 

-Another sponsor is 
Daman, which will supply vi- 
tal thermal underwear for the 
party. 

Isn't Ms Roberts worried 
about losing fingers and toes 
to frost bite? “Not at all. m 
do whatever it takes to get to 
the North Pole ” she replies 
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Unfamiliar territory: penguins prefer southern climes 


indomitably. When she gets 
there at the end of May, 
weather permitting, she's off 
to do a leg of the Tour de 
France. I'm off to the pub. 

Richard Comptoo-Burnett 
has left NM Rothschild after 
nine years to join hi-tech cor- 
porate finan ce boutique New- 
Media Investors. In fact 
corner shop might be a more 
accurate description - it’s just 
him and the firm's founder. 
Torn Teichman. 

Hungarian-born Mr Teich- 
man launched the business 
when he resigned from Maid 


last May, the on-line informa- 
tion business he helped to 
found. Mr Teichman is also a 
founder shareholder of the 
Pelican restaurant chain. 

Mr Compton-Bumett, 35, 
is a relative of the late Ivy 
Compton-Bumett, the fa- 
mous author. “I've spent 
quite a lot of time recently 
promoting her work," he says. 

He thinks her 20 books 
may include material suitable 
for a TV or film adaptation. 

NewMedia, based just 
north of Oxford Street in 
London, will concentrate on 
small, fast-growing Internet, 


hi'tech and telecoms compa- 
nies that need capital. Mr 
Comprton-BumcU. a trained 
accountant, says they wiU 
look at venture capital deals 
as well as AIM and full list- 
ings. 

The biggest hotel chain in the 
world has a new boss. 

Thomas R Oliver has been 
appointed chief executive of- 
ficer of Holiday Inn World- 
wide on the retirement of 
Bryan Lang ton. 

The company, owned by 
Bass, has more" lhan 1200 
hovels in 60 countries, so Mr 
Oliver, an American who Jp 
lives in Holiday Inn’s head of- ” 
fice town of Atlanta. Georgia, 
wfl] have a busy time of iu 

Mr Langtom a Brit who has 
just turned 60, has already ex- 
tended his stay at rhe top be- 
yond retirement age in order 
to give time for a replace- 
ment to be found. Mr Lang- 
ton joined Bass in 1971 and 
the brewing group's board in 
1985. Four" years after that 
Bass bought Holiday Inn. 

The BBC has just appointed a 
new transport correspondent, 
Simon Montague. Mr Mon- 
tague, the weatherbeaten 
heart-throb of BBC report- 
ing, turns out to he an experi- 
enced sea dog. 

Nuclear Electric snapped 
him up to join a round-the- 
world yacht race, in fact, he 
was on the Nuclear Electric 
yacht when interviews for the 
Beeb job were being held and jr 
was interviewed on the boat ” 
via a satellite link. 

Its official: Tony Blairs New- 
Labour Party is the party of busi- 
ness. On Wednesday Hugh Ai- 
dous, managing partner of 
accountants Robson Rhodes, 
presented Mr Blair with an 
award from Investors in People 
(IIP), a prize usually reserved for 
companies such as IBM and 
Mercury Asset Management. 

HP is a national quality standard 
awarded “to organisations for 
the training and development of 
their people". Labour is the firs: ~, 
political party to receive it. ■ 

John Willcock 
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documents, as well as a database of 33 million securities 
and fundamental data on quoted companies. 

R)r mote information contact Andrew Hum on +44 171 825 8420 . 
oremad: intbio ftxom For free samples of our Bcrvixs, visil our websile: 

hnp^/wwwJnfoJLoocV 


=== ■- 



nanttralK 

jssiw 

feast*. 

Item _ 



PrudanU*! UnSiriM* LM 
5140 Word ML Bant. Em, K31 301 
Wk Dating 0345 83GS05 



S33T 

(Acorn UnM 
Nowton Rnd Managan Ltd 
3 FMM aqom, EdWmgh EH3 9EU 
CBMe 0000 61*330 BKBUr 060D BBOWO-JMin 
0500440000 
Meraatkda 

^ 000 


4070 IB3 

WAA 0501 
C124 5DT 
IBM 1^0 

ras din 

*sH 

JU7A1 004 

uaai 477 

■?£ 
mS noo 


BUI <U54 

i« 0851 
wfii 182 

Wl 0236 
172.W <B2T 


nuo z* 


II 1, 0 SacurtUa* LfeKad 

MSG Horn, Vklorii Road. Chdtonlanl CHI 1FB 

mass 





HarflMm Rod! LM Hun Lid 
BMnai Houu, Regent Can*. CMtorih 
NmodIf opon IVne KE3 3NQ; Wejtiona; (0101) 




aha 


MtfltiC 

PanmuM Uni That Hngnn ua 
Rapaual Houo 47>49 SMttaa M 
Henley oi Thanee. 

0m RGB 1BF Tit 01481 418100 
Inman toppart UnH 01«1 41B133 
Hw angl . . MB 7M40 040 

ra™»»Wl*tt r®80 B0A37 aro 

nan A4AD1 3B39 773 


wjamg?® I* 


XUS 


001 

048 


4 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 


San 4 Proapar SecurUaa Ud 

IMS WeeUm flaadjtondarri. Earn Wl 3 UI 

100 Brofcg rt tea: 0300 737 7T0 


bmainwii Hum VOM 

4 Fftedlender UnH Mare LM 
eerTlu* 6iK 



— — . *050 

29780 3050 

SAM saoi 


Ld8 UnH Tnm 

10 LoMan Rd£dnbugb EH1 ZDHyX00 33 33 ! 



Stand hrory UnH Tniel Mgre LM 
48 CMoM B4 Ednbiagh EHZ 4HW 

- - - ' 327i 



Thornton Un* Managen LM 
®*en Hou*#. 33 Quean tovet, Londan EC4A 1AX 
I; 0171444 3000, PeeawOlTI 246 S 


enr . 

W«ail 6 «ca was 

a JokT& forioaorii sun 

K 80 " 0 #A 

ffissas Is 
Saw. ^ 

tesjs&ti n 

n MncA 57$ 



«Qw tn 
a 

45.W 0*0 

OM 


H 2 J 

U*J 

H 8SS 

4232 438 

m .£8 

SS ora 


2K41 



ScedUti Aiu l caW e lit lit Ugn Ud 
ro Bm 14383 CMglerik sailing, FKB 420 

w 

Ehgar & Friodtander tor Funde Ud 
Z1 Km Sheet, Ljncks, ECaMHfl 
M 0171 887 8777, DsiBlW 0171 S28 6338 

WP 



SBSSgumow ’ r§6 


Virgin EHnst 

Kacumy Htoea, WMtiag Road. Honrieti 

ikfcauSBESsgs 

Bwgin ia— eln>HweteBafc 

warn <ksi 

Wi kite ItoEUng M2 M i dm 


K8y 

d advkfcnd 

o esdt dwga when unde sdd 

buy lormBriy cflar' 

st>« flamartyW 

* Non SB racogrfeKl funds 

Coqiea of the moat recent maregero' 
porta and sctwme partculare are xsdable 
bom had managen fnaeoi request 

A mors ontensne fist ol Unit Thats end Man. 
agM Rmla ranted by periomanw wow 
wh OMtor and hdudnq offer prjcos t 

pubfahed In Sabaday wfenns of me /ntfg. 
pendenf 










jiJ c> 



- THE INDEPENDENT ■ FRIDAY 21 FRKRITA KV iftQ 7 


23 


k t£> 




:C 


safe* 




to stop 
Hill's march to Festival 


Racing 


JOHN COBB 


They both blew la from the 
westernmost reaches of Britain; 
they left with Wincantorfs Chel- 
tenham trials under their belt 
and, in the case of Coome Hill, 
with the real thing , the Cold 
Cup at the Rstival/in his sights. 

Coome Hill, who warms up 
on the beach at Bude when the 
weather is at its woret, and 
Dreams End, who was dis- 
patched to the Somerset track 
from Peter Bowen’s yard at 
Haverfordwest, by the Pem- 
brokeshire coast, came to rac- 
ing’s heartland and strode away 
with two of the final recognised 
trials for Cheltenham, which is 
now less than three weeks away. 

Coome Hill, was the one 
who really impressed, although 
his winning margin over Un- 
guided Missile in the Jim Ford 
Chase was only a length and a 
quarter. Despite the track be- 
ing too sharp, the going too fast 
and lacking full fitness after an 
uncharacteristic fall on his pre- 
vious start had robbed him of 


a valuable workout, Coome 
Hill made the r unning and g aU 
k>ped his rivals into the ground. 

Even though the winner was 
receiving 61b from Unguided 
Missile, who is no more than an 
outsider for the Gold Cup him- 
self; the bookmakers were suf- 
ficiently impressed to cut Jm 

odds for chasing’s Blue Riband. 
Coome Hh! is now a top-priced 
7-1 with Ladbrokes and -the 
race’s sponsor, the Tbte. : 
Waller Dennis^ who was re- 

' RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Answers^Thomas 
(Wrtve ri i a m pton 4.55) „ 
NB: My Nominee 
(Haydock 4.30) 

turning to Bude to “feed the 
buDocks and see the sheep” left 
full Of hope that his imp os i ng 
bay can make his mark at the 
Festival “He will be better go- 
ing left-handed around Chel- 
tenham as this tight trade would 
not have suited him,” Dennis 
said. 

"I think he will be better for 
this race as I haven’t done a lot 


with him at home. It was a dif- 
ficult time after his fall at 
Sandown as that put a bit of a 
cloud over things. 

Dermis bad not emected his 
charge to dominate the race. “I 
explained to Jamie [Osborne, 
bis jockey] how rdKke the hose 
ridden, but out there it was up 
to him as he knows him so well 
and knew he'd stay forever ” 
Osborne reasoned: all 

realised this horse could get 
beaten if ft became a sprint arid 
ft made sense to make the run- 
ning. I was very pleased with 
him and he’s going to be very 
bard to get to the bottom o£ rm 
sure the Gold Cop and Grand 
National (distances win suit 
“I went out there hoping 
Woody [Richard Dunwoody, 
on Ungraded Missile) was go- 
ing to make it a gallop but go- 
ing to the first he’s just sat there 
with the handbrake on, so I 
thought Fd go on.” 

Whatever he achieves at 
Cheltenham, yesterday’s suc- 
cess makes Coome Hm look 
rather wefl handicapped for the 
Grand National with just lQsUHb 
and he was promoted to 10-1 


favourite for the race with 
wntiam Hill and Ladbrokes. 
Coral offer 12 - 1 . Osborne 
added: . “If he doesn't win the 
Gold Cup, the Grand National 
will be a hell of a consolation." 
Ungraded Missile was not 


One Man, Adding- 
ton Boy and The Grey Monkm 
the Gold Cup line-up according 
to Nicky Richards, the son of 
the quartet’s trainer, Gordon 
A copper and magnesium 
defitientywas diagnosed as the 
reason for Dreams End’s poor 
recent form but he seemed to 
have found a new, rich seam of 
form in tokfog the C ha mpion 
Hurdle trial die Kingwell Hur- 
dle. The 16-1 shot galloped 
eight lengths dear of Romancer 
to earn a Cheltenham quote of 
40-1 from William HflL 
Tie’s run well and will take 
his chance at Cheltenham now, 
but ft’s not really his track,” a 
slightly downbeat Bowen said. 

CHelt-riiere Bold Cup (13 March} 

Tote 0-2 Imperial CM. 5-1 DonraPMa. 31-2 
Denofi. 7-1 (from 8-i) Coome HH. fti Ditto 
j^gj. 0^M^12-lJWr Mtrigan. TTie&ey 

NaftOW U»l? 2 GTrfrom 
Mteafle, 25-1 Banjo, 33-1 Others 


HYPERION 

2LOO Jetvaufx 4 j 00 Barton Ward 

230 General Wolfe 430 Coturtry Tarrogon 

3JH) Kingdom Of Shades 5 j 00 Mutanassfc 
gjOEudtatt 


GL£NGOVNE HttHLAND MAH NOVICE CHASE (QIMLIFERJ 
(CLASS 0) £5000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3JB3l 


GCHNG: Good to Soft- • 

W Left-hand emuae with hn p red ng drop fences and mn-tn at two furioma. 

■ C-orese Is near junction oTASSO and MS. Newton station 2m. AlMOBSlOfe 
Sand SI5; Tutearelk 19; Newton Stand £4 (OAFS talf-prfce In TVaewlls ad hereon 
Stand). CARP ABE: Fax. 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WIIH RUNNERS: G Rkfcante — 32 wftmere from )05 ran- 
ners givw a success nuio of 80.5% and a loss to a SI level make of Arjfi^MPfec — 
28 winners, 128ttmnent,3iJ%.-A34.Bl;UT»e»aon-Pavlea— 16wanen l fl8nmnenu 
2E.-I%, +513.48; D Nicholson — 11 winners, <8 nmne**, 28-flSh, -42.00. 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: EPmmeoRr— 22 tefera*. 75 ride* 263*, -£J£62;M Dwjer 
— IT winners, 1 Oft rides, 15.5%, -iW.09; C UewnUyn — 12 wtnnem, 48 rido. 2M4, 
+118^3; D Bridgwater — 'll winners, 44 rides, 25%, -<-£888. 

BUNKERED FEBffT HUE: River Bounty (24)0); Travel Bound PUB). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAPS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tibetan (3.00) hpa been sent 242 mflea by lafr Hen. 
rtes from Angmcrfog Peek, W Snare* Royal Sdsotta* (6.00> era*. 282 mOea by Mb A 
Penwt Oram Pulborougti, W Sussex; AHepUioti (8.00), DHmUl Dmw (3 .00), BreBpe 
(3410), Rig Strand (4.00), Bml The Rule* (&.00) AMntanmnO. (EDO) sat 209 rates 
hr M Pipe from Njchoteabayne, Devon. 


1 1 F 111 F SriVtytMSMM (20) (Cfl| fR) (Staff HmnondITEaMta 6*20 EtanWr 

2 2B4P MUMtOOKmUEIIltaHJCMelSEhoiMWiSUa A 

3 431112 BSK(n«etOnm0)AJtln04MP|»5U4 fl 

4 22 SMEIHS0NCQ38)Aai4enB)MBHKnaiCU4 D 

5 535204 QdNE4»Op2}|CtrKAslj«041lftarmml8114 JVC 

-&dKtM*4- 

BETlI>iftllVll&t»^ 11 in -newly pMtil^lAagiieai in, 20-1 M^Lao^aa-l flows itew 
3S9Be the Gray Monk 8 22 1 R Dtnmwy 2-7 (G BcnanfeO 4 nn 
FORM CUBE 

EUDffC loote a steal gaging 30t> from Slmpfr Petalng after hia smooth Stratford win and 
sutaeqwr* second to the ebresy Souke Sflk at Newbury. Eudtoe has won ana In the mud 
In Ranee and me mum to two and a hatf Is vrey much in his tear. Shra* Detew« has 
eitlwrvan orfMan since jumping fenom. On Me boaom at AMna and Sandbwn Oaatbna). 
ha has mn on the couae. but ma Rmkc a stem tot at We wetfua an Nb navup W the 
Chaftenham FesthaL u» ramaWngtrio ana not a(peeted to DouMa EutH» on then tanni 
m Wa sound. SatocdOK EUOiPE 
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TWEEDLE DUM ‘NH’ NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) ESfiOO added 2m Pererfty VBIue £3^34 

WMtOIBaiimimiMntBNltiaDnCBlaeuiO CUnMOrn 

U»C*t STH>fl4) (A E SrrwIO Gaol)*) 71032 LjHOn« 


SCOTTISH BQtmBLBIOCKEYS ASSOCMHON SMS HUP 
HURDLE (QUALFBQ (CUSS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f£%853 
unm <racotmXEp3)mcieMc)baraki«aram 8 Staple 

54300P UPDOS (IS) els Maq} HMol M Harmnd 5 U ID te CBowwr{3) 

FDOP-12 BMSDMIDJBDiqmmiECiradMftaSUlO 

23I-34L PUBEVMiE00||qm(IIOSbnBdUW&StBiy0117_ 

142150 SHAWN (3Q (SartiJlRaOTfl DGsr*tofto5U5 

B3113-P HDODWMBtpD (CD}(PAHDM3QWisAi8314. 


103312 UMM1Mmtl3|n(M*KiClaM}SBtadBiw»6110. 
31032-0 RNKHTKUUtU}0Ml.Rlad«4iiOlU61O13_ 
08RT&2 .TOPS*W® £13) (MaSHa0 tesSmiS 1A4. 


JU 
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JBWUU m {D» m motartOfflanl Gffcha* S1011. 
PB4R ECHO CB)(SHCRaong}L li*®> 6309- 


8U? NOB m Qta Jen PCmw* T BOM* 610 5. 
PHNCE OF SAMIS UQUoa Bum) MHannal 8100. 
MAPtHON [2S) (RffSbna)AMsSSBWl41D0 w _^__ 
wsiERMompsatSAtpaancMTWKnvioai-. 


PCMbonr 

J staph 

JRBaS^ 


JUfcamcto(7) 


1 433812 

2 4PS3-G3 

3 012 

4 043041 

5 044425 

6 0*00 

7 606 

8 Q3O0P- 

AMiun Mtfc 10st Tnw magtsPfoae QfS^nSKSb, AfepMm Hst'TBt Whar Motn 8* ift. 
8BTM0: 2-1 Jonmix. 3-lDw Pmaw, 4ai40cal Shp.MMteBhaJ-lS»y ItaMT.O-lihpte 
tan, 12-1 Mnca Of Saints, 33-1 Water Kora ' 

1396: PiMHlai 5 Ifl 9 R Dnwoodr M (M W GMtoM 11 m 
FORM GUOE 

THE PROMS' fcim is good enoujh having beaten subsequent wkvnr Marching Mamuls at 
Ungnetd and Wen second, concadng Bh to My Cheeky Man at Ibmastar - WBt winner 
gowg on to beat MMp Hand at Mari«t Raaen on lUottky. Janwdit la a tow* aon tor Wa 
future. He beat a big fiekl at Apr alter a bumper run and was Wan gMig wav 61) ntien 
beaten by Fbreswom on We aana course. Hals We danger aetQngl3to. Lotfeal Stap rilri- 
nt find that much at Chepstow two ou8r©{ ap> and ha makes bretod weal, whte Ptar 
Echo beat Utabuoy owr a tongflr wp at ^ir last twa and Is nw» 9fl> Npwr owr a Jaunty 
Ohfiiy to piowa bdshaip. Sty Hooey Is futy wposod and dpssnt look up to the task, but 
MapMon (seven lenffha behind JenoUx at ^0 and PiWeo Of SaMs na« both displayed 
sow piwrsw and <»UM 00 walwiW their taatharwIdTB. SatocHon: THE PR0A4S 

WHTTERABBrr HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £9^00 added 
3m Penatty Vahis £4y531 

1Q11F2- BB«AL WOUE (307) (Ctfl(lA*nf»EUneterdTftnef 8120 RDnsnarir 

134 143- CAMOllW 09) (447) (fan law} T KnW 7 11 12 FCMkasy 

6R-1121 MCfiHBfiORWETHBB(9q(D)(MBDAM1MB)6RWadillll4 
254-234 0€SHN 07SIKWA1- (FB) (20) ff)aaan C Msw) D Wdoteoa 6 11 2 

52513-3 WPR1HAM5 (13) (CO) (C B tenrtar) W SBMy 11 11 0 — — - 

3RV5P-2 CAMaorMGHrcbqmtUctasl Gates) MTWttnOadsiUlOt! 

2F3S33 RfVBt BOUMY (13) (0) (U*rtS Bloodsaxdtf C &O0fc* 11 10 12 
-7 - ■ ■ 


10 135004 AlRLU0NHBR)BBU7)|PI(PJanaaMlJSi4mEBuii8l Ms8«tBSB7102P 9aas]' 

11 4-12640 U9aorsmp)<nn«oasMMa«RBMvaiOO J>Cwteiy 

12 243PM* NUBCOIC(Rl)mO>sNmOn9*«»RPeBOOCk910O RUosqrN 

13 42-P066 StHgTEI D UHO Piffle SWS^MIWB 6 IDO c 

-iSdadMd- 

BEnMKM.Tnpiwnar, MBtoaMMAOJIWwiStes. T-lS»te»,0MC0aaim, 

10-1 llurfMai; J2-1 CaaMiV My, Baagla Ttotete. n-l^fclns, laaunawmhis, 20-1 Mans 
Com. 33-1 SmstTteataa 

UBft SartOsi AlO 12 J Ladder 24-FJanJsrt8wi- - - 

FORM GUIDE 

BARTON WARD mates plerSy & eppetd with hb arajing power. The race has 8 onmpcflt- 
Bw look about It, but Banon Wfcrt gas sntona tom meant fyr nwner Oat Cootara: and 
he had show premise Qhkd to A^Rmenc and M^pibr Moss) prior o N« Mn tain Sparkdng 
Spring at UtfisogtBf. AMxxtgh beaten on a return nip to UtKKeter a fortnight agp, Barton 
Utaid stR ran wen wiW his penally afpinst Mantmore Iowan owr a lanswjouTwy and Wa 
■teUa haa been ariaymg plenty of success with staying chasv Loid GtRena. Tapaamynr 
ran a crabw rfta Wa hryrtf whan accord to Here Comes Vtoibte at Catteridt uss rnonh. 
but he has to prow he can handle iho ram-softened pound. Solatan dd rut show much 
Wong aRh U oodw ta fcart bahaid Henrietta Howard at lacaeter on Ms reappearance and 
ranri r /a Boy. faurW In Wat rBOB.cotdcl again prow better wan Behan! Dunwoody* mount 
wttt) Ptni CartwryjusttHe Bonof nderB) Impftxehim a fnwpouncte. RecsntWeifteibjnirfn- 
ner Piawvahia is ordy 30 hltfwrtortav and mas We preference over OR Stsaad,*t» tools 
high anon^i tithe waWits. ff a l a ctl o n ; BARTOW WARD 


Z30] 


430 



BaiMfe 5-2 Ssawal WbHa, 7<t Hwftaata, »2 DaHn PBfcual, Kt l E ftatfar Tte ThW, 6-1 
Cuatot PtaWd, B-l Candtren 12-1 Mwr BetmH 
1998: General VWte 7 11 2 R Dunwn* 50 ff RntariSan 
FORMGUDE 

DESUN D'ESIRUVW.lBbTaMwasig hot* owartancaaslnoehl9v*inb\gd^«hRBnca. Dawl 

NcrtoJson has heat hfm to humte and we to/ ha ran «^nst Routfj Quart ettotesorm 
m Docomber showed what a ttr atm he k. Ha has rtneo wtoa been outstayed behind Wrung 
Kerew war Wraa mtes, but chasaig (s a tSttoteni #n* and he may eR home thta time. 
General waHa haa been w Urg far the ground to aaaa and ha beat Encore Un Pau intNs 
race year. CaniatotKnltfitshQWBdsomeofhBoldabBVMfijIloastonaonhfBiaap- 
peartravi^ second to Saw Boccanwf. OaaltniwhBeatiijwBWitw MsiwrwiaAice 
wsflne flaim whh Swon CWstan, white M*«w«Dr Tha ThW b a bowwr rtf flat Bound, 
so he Joafts open to anadt after the ram. Rhwr Scanty has dona Kile on three sons Wb 
term, hence Wofiret-rima Mntot* Horttortahas his gwd and j»awn waWaaafcnoea. 
w couKWrbett a couple of oMnnws m WWspems 

peatance, twttlw tun Wfl hwm Improved Nm. smhUok DE5IW UESDBUVW. 


WALRUS HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2fl00 added 3m 
Penalty Value £1544 

13UJQ5- OQUWWT*RROO«(30fl|6M(>AsMO>^TVMtod8127 MrHWMaa^ 

WW UMDRBJC(NQ(M)BiiHJCM4SBnoMailll2 7 WBIM(7) 

111333 MV NDMMS CM) (D) OR) (D E NfchoU D IRholi 9 12 7 Mr R Bodna (7) 


3R2W1- BE MAJOR 6BBML (UR) (p| SMartORMGftehNdS 10 12 7_XBpl A ORtaad) 

W50OO «MUBOBlBWM(W0nPaAiahrtltaCWhs9124 kAlwnfl 

1 -f HASiatnrmEn(INRBRrwaJBMW:8124 MrJBHnas(7) 

war atm oak ttoe^ (RJMwoBijDCqsBn 32 120 

3VU1D- WOEAMES (33Q (F Mehtas F MdMs 7 12 0 HrH 

3322-2P HOBU issasianuiq (Ms 0 SanwompT 8801019 12 0 -JEh 5 


10 OCOB4P UMVB.B0UD(33qWMaaeaWUMMmKl212Q- 

11 MW HU IT LAST (43Q (F AbBhaas) F MsBrhs 11 11 9 

-111 



KTINGi 64 CaaMiy tmiRH, 114 laid fteSe, 73 Hy Koadnaa, 02 Master gg^ 8-1 The IRfer 
fieosiR, 141 Ttevsl Bold. MoW» Maaaaagw; IB-1 MuhwwAm, 20-1 
39BS: Cbro Man 8 12 2 M U Rkipd 7-4 (N Ttesm-Cteas) 9 am 


ZOO 


QUEEN OF HEARTS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7flOO 

added 2m 4f Penalty Value £4 ,815 

165056 BmERWBAIC«m(P£Bfl05SGFfcrtaiW 11120 A I 

1153-10 JUS7EH MOROSE (Ms J MsAS N ItetWH^a* 7 11 4 

QQ0PO6 AUESAnOKjSaWt*^^ 1 ^ 0 ^^^ 7 !!: 

2144 TBEIMI (20) W 


05kU20 BWBffM»lUSA}p(nm(NBMWti^^l«aUMooB71Dl3^ 

343044 MIIAKWWICJMsi^JCaff61D2 


m 


— FLiW»« 
-g anted) 


210230 DIWAU DAICffi ran miBE Can MFWT ICO 
-SdsctaMd- 

MWDUD Mffit lost Due WifapMFc.O W^ «»' hwv 

BETTWG: 3-lWwaa. IS. MsarMcnav.44 Hn»tenOra«lte OlOMset, 74Bamt hap. 1»1 
DM Danow. 1*4 KaW*. ARagRtea, BMter^a Ahead 
1998: Oueet 6 30 1 C F Swn 9-1 fM Haaanond) u on 
FORM 8UEJE 

oSMOwvon oornd thatwouW haw been too test lor hsn. He had prwtoun looted 
UbatwrSd K to do under 12 a at Wethsrty rattnoa* 

SssHSSH 

m (hnuthuVltf TO score Sfld ttlC FBtllTll tD OTBOI rwyyw* ■ yw 

^^.S^W^STShendKapperin^hwa hold of Buret 

Btamimpt»dpr»*^puiupaffBd 

Uree w«h Outset m fburw (ha had 
«” Sfnw of the season. Oui»« re««ed Wo farm at Sandown 
ftMW » Tupynwny Toff, and as Owner eleo swa some cut m 

ORB* ' — 


LORD REtJCfe first iun last aeeion wss in We Oder at Newcastle, tt wee not any easier nan 
rime (Gold Cup) e&twand mis haa to be his tern bach owr a statm* trip after Ns sea- 
sonal' 9econd to stabtemote inch Maid at Ban®* <2m4Q. My H aadaaa was taWd off in 
that Bang* ace Mian looking in need of the nn. though this outing may also be wanted 
to get him w TD.top eondtbn. Coaatiy TarragnA points runs this term shows he's tor* 
to his uioftu form of two seasons aga and ho S the one Lord Rcflchattnb^atdsapitetal- 
log ta oomplaw (n thla race last year when The Major Gusicaf was bestan a brig way on 
hto 8rst ran for two seasons but Wen successful at Sansown and Watheriy. Maatar nt, a 
progea aw a powtar mat season Wougi a Mar a Mussaibutgh this month, bote cfssr bag 
of the others. g ala at te w c LORD WEUC 


LEVY BOARD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3J50 added 
2m Penalty Value £3jB39 

0421 BREAK1W8ULSn<AJ Lanai U Pipes 119 BSHppte(I) 

530 BUIfBHKKKMB(U|MMMJBaba4RA*wS114 PHw 

26 caOLASACUCUMBBt(22}PteriUnABrBChSdeaeMr|O5baMD0d6114JiMchaate 

oo BnoFWrerra(BH)tarencbaissfSiffiKUi9SBrooMia»?3i4ciJoMg|B 

13 MRM0MUBHrra0taJACdw4CBRial>5114 

HtABE8E(HQgPTb«iT , atB7114 B 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 050 JESSOUniBRFteeOG 

10 20 MUDMASSBnm 

BETTBHk 74 tepial Write 7-2 Il nt l M IlBi. 44. tevk Tte IteteS, Hite Maosight. B-l Coal 
As A CncatDar. 1IV1 Buttansidt Iflag, BML Bteaan 18-1 tetw ls. 20-lnttw 
1996: Oak Stoner 5 11 BO Qrib0ar9-2 (C BrooW 20 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

ROYAL SCMTOUI kids the hurinass. A btt daaw » We R« wW Paid Cote. RfiyE Seim- 
rb’ must be ate0tt in the soft because he beat Laonano and a real mutfcMrSHw PiWceas 
at Chester on Ms flrwl start law Augat. UngPaM teat wean gtwweo mat M ateoaaaRi dow- 
ntt Me too muohWWB way of n«L and Ns aabtemsre MaafeUw Mtes win assfy enwRi 
at Taunton last wbbK, but ha Ited We tan orihe lawri anlWB eon) nB be 
\nC The we to to drop tin Mr Moengdit In view of Wa sbtetete wto r wa ooc laaryaar. 
Ha has nai »aD In two big bumper fields - shaping a deal batter In that Mane than Cod 
As A CuaBnber.Jlf.uaw Is another pmmwng son irtxn We hamper dMsKin- he conwr- 
ede hot ace as Maw - but Buttemlck Keg teaks destined to do better owr a taogar 
^ SetecUon! ROWL SCMTAft 



RACING RESULTS 


WWCANTON 

axftLMDiwjowmwMm 

H. 7 ran. 54 tw ShariWr <» J- ^ 
1 Ptpol TW* 

IJ9o7cSF: £12-27. NR: ScottMl 

3-35:1. OOQMEHHK/Osfa omel 7-4.2. 

WikM IBlMM 11-8 **' *■ 

5.7*1. ML 

LOG. £1.50. D ft CL80. CSF- £d - 85 - m 

ISSwUHi B® 

Rommoer U-4 wXBWMltoam^- 

»assss 

l&TJSSSmLUKmas 

■P.2, hd. a ’ 20, 

70. Q6A0.CSF-. C78-58. 

i^ i.atWAYSIWnrMMiijMigir-2 
*■ 1 CMeate Itei 7-2JttK B*** 1 

B8-L 4 UWFS*" “V *fc 

, 4M.ss Gey mmmfi. p- 7 *. 


£150^50. DF!'£147a 

CSF: £14.97. Trtc*»c £705^3. Trio: 
£3,Sffi-40: £93847 tailed toward d Hw 
dock 4.00 ndsy. 

5.0& 1. NOtST MINBI [H Massey) 15-fl 
tK 2. FTMoot33-l;3. WmwWdl&L 
17 on. 12, sht-M. (D Nlcnotoh). Wa: 
£3,60; £2J0. £12.70, £76a0ft £107Aa 
C3F: £85.76. NR JWe Quest Tiks Not won. 
Pool of £292.79 canted toward to Heydodt 
460 tomorrow. 

Jackpot Not won; £37.485.63 tarried »r- 
Konl® Ha/ta*. today. 

Pbcapot £231.60. OwlpoC &9M. 
Ptaoa 8: £183^0. FMca a £59.06. 


- HUNTINGDON 

USO: J.IAWHJBH SHEWfF(Si*ynnrt 

9-2; 2 . BaaDiooli tad MBc *- CMdo* 

Bay 16-1: *■ Ke ttad n u 33-1. M ran. 10. 
fit. (T Rdtai). TM»rlAAttfl.W. &40, 

£160, £5.io. w; e^o. gsr-iuh. th- 

casc £0B.OB, Wo: £27.70. Nft Poaisw. 

2JO:3-CQJlCBAffl£(SMcNeflD 10-L 
Iteten Rtearl3«*B»:3.SM#Sea«M. 
12 in VL 4. (H HodgN- W k £&Bft £160. 
£190, £180. DR£13.ro. CSR E2&73- Tiv 
cast £15187. THK £46.70. 

tBOs 1 KRAWWIWB** 

64 far. 2. Su tenwre l 10-1 8. Pmaf* W 


64. 8 «. 14. 1 (P NkhoBs). Wee £2A0i 
£146. £2.16; £116- DF: £846. CSR 
ISB.77. 

332Q: 11HUMBS UP (R Hoteon) B-l; 2. 

RMN BoaipwS^ Ortrwo finWML 5 ran. 
2-1 tw Eartffln Uaglc (tsseatad nded- IS- 
(G McOxit). We £5J0; £170. £150. Oft 
£4-60. CSF: MBB1- NR: Rrur Hatvaat. 
Naadanda-Ganarsl. 

15a 1 3-llK 
2 . Artrtre 5*1 3- W«aB*i» 7i M aw. 
2. lVi. (TO Banon). Tata: £4.60: £230, 
£220. OjOO. Dft £1116. CSR £17At tna 
£18L30 l 

425: 1 FRAZBI EOAND (D OSUBwai) 
14-1 2. Mendy* Manttoo 2-5 to. 3. Sac 

ead Cal 7-2, 7 ii& 2, 2a R RowM. Tetae 
faSO; £2.00, 0.20, Dfc £9Aa CSR 
£1&3S. 

4J55: 1 SKMfflMUR (Mr P SCOD) 
lKlMg.Alre tef ua BMMtBO-ia-BIg- 
wheel BR 2-1 8 ran. 9, y<- (MlLWxftQmJ. 
Tow £180; £150. £SU0, £330. Of: 
£38.60 CSR £50.90.' Trieast £157.96. 

. Ptacepot: £17 03. QuadpeA: 00.70. 
Ptere R £1111- Place 5c £8-32- 

UNGFflELD 

USil-PeeMN CONQUEST tSSerAsaj 

B-lltai? 2. CBAasaa 74; a. Badoida Prince 


40-1 6 ran. % Ifr (R bwamJ. Tote £LStt 
£116. £116. DR £150- CSF: £206. 
2A& 1 JURINUNUS (A DaV 90-1- 2. 

Newtogaa Bntta 7-1; a. DetdOa Oeoar 7-4. 
7 HB. 54 fter M|yIWts MkBMe (4W). l^fc, 
'A-UatWeslTObte £3080; £8.70. »20. 
OR SS6M. CSR £32847. 

list l Ram (S WhemrWJ 94 tme 2. 
hny% teb Hbw 21-2; 3. Soparfad 12-1 
Rtf6«W.W«: £2430; £170, 
£150. £140. DR £9-00- CSF: £1123. Tri- 
casc £K»S9. Trio: £4000. Nft Master Of 


345: 1TALUJIAH Ball CTGMriswdv 
6i)9-i; 2. Shanghai IE 9-4 tar, 3. (Meant 

SMR 10-1 10 ML 6. 5. IN wamodefl). 
Tote £000; £2J0. £110. £S.7a Vi 
£3330. CSR £27.78. TifeBSC £19766 Trio: 

4J5: 1 Dean McKewn) 5-2; 2. 

Zateye 7-l;3.Peraa*l>ofly4-« tar. ® tan. 
2, ITl Cl LftreL Was £3M; £130, £130. 
DR £860. CSR £1743. 

44&lTHEWVAI0XimtNN(F4«h) 
4-1- 2, Haa For Profit 11-4 tar. 1 gw* 
4-1 a OH. Ml. 1% (R HoWtaftWe 
<^rvyF?An ft«a-4aDR£S30.C8P. 
£13.79. Mease £4157. 
nBca*sk£37920. QoadpoC 11160. 
Piece ft £127.81 PtBCi 5c £11960 . 



■fg ■ *r^-' : 



qiffl MANOR NOVICE CHASE (CUSS D) 
£4,950 added 3m 


HYPERION 

2JO Award 2A0 Hoapbrnter 3J0 
Shared 340 Wade Road 4JD Lacfcendara 4v40 
MneOThree 


1 FP-113P AA8MWKF {33} PQ C BOOM 6 11 12 

2 022-114 BBBDEH0rioraiCD90ShBnaid81112— KhksaiB 

3 1041-11 08RN TO Mss H Krtffi 7 11 12 IWWy 


U-1732 KEA9K£ttUMB)(3DPHa0tas9U12 WMwstsn 

5005414 smSDOCtD) AJltlOpS 115 1 Met 


GOING: Good. 

■ fflghttend coarse. Prixrilraijy Sat fta^in oT 200yd. 

■ Contae b on A30B alSonbuiy. Eempioi P»i taDway *UUoo 
MQoiiB Mmea. ADMISSION: Quh £15, Junk^s (16 lo 25-T»r- 
dUs)£lS; CnadmrelUiKSBTCrBlng&B. Accompsoicdcbfltet 
ttnder-lSin*. CAKFAXK: Meirtberal2; remainder, &K. 


BUNEBKED REST TWE: None. 

WINNERS W 7BB I3ST SmtBN D4S& None. 
U>NG-msxaM(aB EXJNNmS: Ntne O Thtee l<L«Ol has been 
seat 198 mfles by A Newenmbe bom Hnmehew, Devon; Stem 
Be—rfc (8.40) watt 178 inBea by THlad from Lywm, Dcvqn. 


4 

5 

6 03023 1RK£WR3flKrakWridEaml3115 JH 

— S didmd ■ 

BBTHS: RKECAS& 1M PteWtaMwad, 10030 Aanta«94lMpte 
Wcteg 84 Otaa. 134 Bmaia Not Tb. 100-1 Mss Tbctie 




KBVTON RARK WnONALHUNT NOWCE 

HURDLE (CLASS D) £3050 added 2m 

HUM MEASH (USA) e7) BOTH Bps 6118 CHauds 

1-213 «A0ER0M>ra6RMasHKn«<611B 

00 CAIMDOM 04)7 Carey 6 UO 1 

BJBEUM MAtSMIE N Hamaon 5 11 0 IBM 

UOOO HUBMraCQreos-JDfcseilO Mr A Ch wtes Jan w 

1- M 1NE ROUBH (MS) D Nctakon 6 11 0 
300 SMARr8BHAIKraTIW5110 
54 nsaaBwtpoATimisiio lj 


BEDFONT NOVICE MJRDLE (CLASS D) 
£3^50 added 2m Sf 
1 12938 MKAUM0(4GFDpiinenM15115. 

3 023-13* MOM N Q6LD(27) TCMsy5 110 Dt 

3 240-145 Utimsnn (IN fCOtHtaadeeBUQ ICtaaty 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 004 wnBtnnnhrnYfM'i)CM«iMifliflio. 

9 31232/ SabWTR0aNE(B30) N Handmcn 710 10 I Rl 

id 38MD3 srwrtwrasMroottftftcneioio Al 

u o tag to rAnirrpg came emo si 

12 0015PS 908BIAU. (VSj M l T fflaqg pn 8 10 9 L5Httea(7) 

BBTWfcZ-l A— d. 3-1 H ayteBO, 4-1 RaadyMo— yCtaofc, MSreart 
Boohte, MSmAm^iSaB, 1241 I lint, H ate . IfrltegbPre- 
■an 20-1 1 


2-142 REAuraoNercRatraoMreDodeiio^Ji 

4F AHAWramPBoaBBlDlO Ml 

08 SSK nOHEI H M MOArHtatoi 6 10 10 __£ Maadi 
PS UDWAABgB«imJG4teal6iai0 ptate 


BEflMOmiCUSi: M lllteda RMd. M KaBata, 7-2 te ne Itetei, 
tree Create. M-i nu i W ag B aad M i. M lTte rewa B i, 20-1 atten 


PORTLANE HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS C) 
£6^500 added 2m 47 UDyds 

1 241003 6BBML HB.MBI WBD NBMan 11 12 0-A iteute 

2 F-2222F HVETOSBmO) PHcncteSlOlO Noe taw 

3 P54-433 UOBIIMMranMetHKrepIlOUS IMn 

-3dWctered- 

BEIlBNs RMKttfc 44 Ladwadare. G4 Owwnl rente* 


2-45 WauKMni(DS49raGlluner5UO BPOwdl 

OOOOP HJJE HAHAMA (2S} COfttK Ro« 5 10 9 PHUa 

-10 


ILU 


LITTLETON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4,000 -added 2m 5f 


CORINTHUN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H} 
£2j000 added 3m 

1 3413F8 AUMB8MBnJWM13127 NCNHOtelT) 

3 FS2833 HFMAII D MDM B irHWCI4Bnniai27-MrAltete0)8 

3 12114-2 . EARANIBtm 60 MbaCtantes 24X2 7Ab-BPBaackfl 

4 6561- WEJOMPt (8M) (P) CTtnagl 12 12 7 MrJRnardd) 

5 330H0-P MBRANEramsAHteonUBO MrSAMtewn 

6 r&t&A roOBSWOOOWSBnwlOUO MrP0Tlaarte(7) 

-•dactaad- 

BETnme 4-TTaMtetaf, 4-11he JO0W, 1W Moat teed, 1H RIM 
M teat Ktac 804 Madtee 


21605 teMBS COW B* JOT lady Hentes 711 ID — LAated) 

431- PURPLE CRASH (S8Q PMate 7 119 IBItena^i V 

540023 NmeMKmUaSlWnnOUE 

11-3430 MBUOIMMD (31) Wsi H Ka^iSll 5 ICdkXr 

12X4C0 UM P5)(CB) 3 tetataT 115 h 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 .... 

6 11-0351 LESSONS IASS (IS) Ur* fens 5 11 2 

7 240425 RDVN.1WBt (HZ) fL4) A i tNteon 10 10 13 Rftam 

8 016-122 MCO1WSnraANewonM810U._J> 

9 flWCf 5Pwm-iOEu»rr»PVwr«ennoiDa a 

10 226030 BE11 ONE (USA) (218 A Dum 8 10 8 S 

-lDdacterad- 

B£m«E 44. leaanre tare, 94 Wtegi Care, 8-1 Nbe 0 Birae, U4 Tta, 
MMta4i»AKP^S|teh. 101 H0> bate U-ltaiall’tear.lAl 
M Ote 3M teteg Id Oteiy 


HYPERION 

1-55 Mustang 2L2S Seconds Away £55 Head 
Gardener A25 NORTHEN MOTTO (nap) 3^5 Loch 
Style 4^5 lack The Lad 4J5Pekob 


GOINGs SomdanL 
STALLS: Inside. 

DEA.W BOTAMIAfiB: High mmbcsB beat firan 81 to Im4f. 
Mfftwnd. Left-hand, onl cnw. 
NCoursc*5NoftownonA4-lP- WolstrtDunploostiUicn bn. AD- 
AOSSION: CUs £16: Thtunalk M (QAP manbeta of Dtamond 
CtahiA); Viewing BMteaant£B5JB0inc ta 8u g g B tanta id meal 
CAK PARK free. 


'•i or ] ADELPHI FOR CNC MACHNNG HANOI- 
CAP (CLASS E) £4 JQ2$ added 1m 4f 

53400Q- BAOnBrrafOTBUewlsnSlOO TM tei i i M 

062088 UP M RAWS (18) SR Boreal 6 9 10. 

42000 C8Ama(U)TiNBU0naiBS9 
000543 HUM DANCE (18) (CD) D H JntaS ID 9 B— A Oarti 11 

342241 RSONRp) 19 01140594 Qaft .WRyteB 

034133 MKIIOICVn(C0|mRHM«adB91I1fi«Mae86 


BUNXKK8D FUST TIME: Nokod (rimrat), 7owngIYededd( 
(1-56); Indian Rapture (vtenred), (205); Preny Sally (rim 
WINNKE8 IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: State Of Gold (2JS5) 
&Fonntr(B.25)wonaLSoaU*wi3L<mFr1dey. 
I4WG-I»9XAMZEI]NNERScSecoiteAwnr(2mAItedH 
eaw Motto (S^S) sent £85 ndles by J Goldie from Upbwmaor, 
Stralhdyde- 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 (01-231 IH SPBCWAIOR ra (CO| J Baafct 4 8 10 —J Qnta 5 B 

8 20014-1 MQRDGWMOnu(B)(CD) JGteB487 Jteao Md(aoue2 

9 000340 ADEC H.YW (USA) (142) C Brfcfflin 4 84 

10 444083 AUBBEXIROUS (5EMSn5B4 Fljnc* p)9 

11 5M55 CUMBABOOUNipil JLQn8710 RFtwndi (7) 7 

12 000064- BBSai nEBOKT (205)1 taKOHiba 7710 Ntadai (3) L 

-12 

Mreurr helOb. Pue ftandfcap wga; date Accounr 7 jc 3b, Weed 
The Soar 7S 3ft 

BEHIIB: U tatarere Mrtto, 44 WDre Honiy, M MrSpeetenr, 8-1 
MM 10-1 AteHaxtnwa, Fbredr, 12-1 Baetatew; PtedarDaaei, 

34-1 Up la Pkaws. U-l Chatter, 264. often 


^-ccl EASTMDLANDS ELBCTRICfTY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5^50 added 7f 


1 m APPRENTICES' HIADENHCAP (CLASS G) 
[ . “^^ 1 (DIV I) £2^00 added lm 100yds 


>1 311-113 MlNEVaM)(13|nGl.Mxn710Q^SWiteaarihB 

2 025820- PBnAM0NCM7)HCaBneirigi59a I«te7 

3 132400- KM(13q(C)jL^re793 KMrnS 


350085 TOOMnBBKRnHBnte43DO P Write [7) 2 B 

000 RECESSMIW0VBipri)NUknadgn6BSJieeatear(B)l 
05400 BAU£TDEOWraTairen0Dn4 8B_C[oHAar(3)lD 

426-0P6 M6rBEVaHiraBrakn)uniMn586 DDaftyS 

080065 MUMU>(USA)raOCUtyd566 Stately RUV 

36004V KAPPYBMVEIBBqPClfrialSBB P0M0 


161-123 QJE HOPE (USA) (9) (CD) N Tiider 593 6 Carter 1 

442151 0KJBDaRnnnMJBmcn5BlCBt^J>IRMaM4B 
046050- SAR0d9qABBtey4811 D Write 6 


104345 6UP3HMa(7)(OTEAfcan5B8- 


J5Draana3 


530302 H0BdWE(Zl)JV*Wttin584 .. .ta tt ORf BaWBB 

8 6-54440 MUSTANG (4) ClhntaXl 482 A MoCretty (B) 7 

9 208880 MNUMramRHaMndSBl 0l^dM(D3 

ID 000000 BOCBnBDMEB)en)MBIIIta4710ABMte(N5B 

U 003000 SWMElllMWI(M)to)BBiy47 10_DWteaa(7)4E 

-lliadwad- 

ABniaun eaghc 7» lOb. Due handfcap antfe Ov&m Mten 7d 5b. 
Iptefe 1641 Hanetee, 44 My Pewted, 7-1 taiawlart Owr, B4, 
Sripreata teatan^ Maataag. 10-1 Vatag Red) 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 4-14050 IBM CNOFianiCDI PCUM 888 DHotadBB 

9 005118 MMMUI|USA)nmD)DHqid f <JDnaa784-Aaa4il0 

10 058-100 10CHSUUm(QRHDMiawl480 NCwBda2 

-Udaterad- 

BElUNttl-a EM Htte. 44 tame tech Bridga, M Mr Nwremkri. 64 
Steal, 7-1 Deawta, 101 PangiBtelalM enter, 12-1 10r», Salto, 
201 lota Style 


181 Bccatee Dancer, 201 attars 


( Fnxiaricfc, 14-1 Hotoid, Tarijwr, 


aoci WELLOW SELUNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
(QUAUFTER) £3^00 added 3Y0 7f 


fORl APPRENTICES’ MADBI IfCAP (CUSS G) 
T—l (DIV ■) £2^00 added lm UOOyds 
000 I^SMfDOD NUIKM (34)8 Moijpn 4 9 10 _J) HqidM (7) 2 

500000 FLAGSTAFF |KA) (29) K0uhB4 96 r Write (7) 9 

QO0040- i«X5<»rarremocm)CDH^593_Ai4cCartt»(5)3 

006404 DN»KnM.raPLaa4B2 XC0o<<taar(qa 

000033 « IU)U— WEteB0491 I fade (5)7 

060000 BmCHWmPGetki491 PDeaG 

33O0B3 RM9CCH?d4|MUfiar590 JBHteerirRB 

000000- BAD IEW5 CUB) J BnafeySBU Arebow Battel 
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sport 

Ipswich 
to exploit 
Slough’s 
absence 

Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

Ipswich, at full strength and rar- 
ing .to gp, are kicking to he three 
points clear at the top of the 
Premier Division of the 
Women’s National League af- 
ter they entertain Hjghtowu at 
Hiddenham Road tomorrow. 

The current leaders, Slough, 
equal on points with the Suffolk 
club, are in Amiens for the Eu- 
ropean Indoor Club Champion- 
ship, where they are looking to 
improve on their previous two 
silver medals in 1 990 and 1 995. 
But it will be no easy task to 
break the German strangle- 
hold on this event. 

Slough have been drawn in 
the same pool as the 1993 win- 
ners, Berliner, who last week- 
end surprisingly only managed 
lo finish third in the German 
play-offs. Yet, with players like 
the brflliani 19-year-old Na- 
tascha Keller. Irina Kuhnt and 
the experienced Ante Wild in 
the squad, they will be formi- 
dable opposition when Slough 
play them in their final pool 
game tomorrow evening. 

With Karen Brown fit and 
the addition oflrcland’s Sarah 
Kelleher to their experienced 
squad, English hopes are high. 
Slough open their campaign 
this evening against Don- 
chanlcn, the Russian champions, 
and then play Lokomotiva Ra- 
ca from Slovakia tomorrow 
morning. 

Back home, although likely to 
be without their international 
striker Sarah Blanks, who was 
injured in an England training 
weekend. Balsam Leicester are 
confident of dimhing away from 
the relegation zone. 

Although Clifton, who they 
visit tomorrow, have lost the 
services of the Welsh interna- 
tionals Ann Bevan and Nicky 
Swann and the long-serving 
Angie Wright, it will be no easy 
task for Leicester. The visitors 
are pinning their hopes on the 
19-year-old Carol Voss, who 
was in impressive form last 
weekend in the England Un- 
der-2l side which beat the se- 
nior side. 


Gogele 

takes 

flight 


Golf 


Thomas Gogele shot a course 
record eight-under 64 at the 
Houghton Golf Qub Vo hold the 
first-round lead in the Alfred 
DunhiH PGA in Johannesburg 
yesterday. 

The only blemish on the 
German’s card came at the 
par-four fourth, where his way- 
ward one-iron tee shot hit the 
trees and he had to settle for a 
five. Gpgele. the son of the for- 
mer European Tour profes- 
sional Karl -Heinz, could have 
matched the tide holder Sven 
Struver’s 63, recorded in the 
rain -shortened event last year. 
However, Struver’s 63 was not 
allowed as a course record as 
placement of the ball on the 
fairways was permitted because 
of the poor weather conditions. 

Gogele’s putt for an eagle on 
the par-five ninth slipped 10ft 
past and be had to wuiik hard for 
the birdie. But the 36-y ear-old 
from Munich was far from un- 
happy about his approach play. 

“1 didn't have to hole any- 
thing really kmg.” he said. “Just 
about all the birdies were from 
six or seven foot 1 am playing 
tiie best golf of my year so for. 
Tm relaxed and getting a little 
more consistent ** 

Massimo Scaipa, tied for 
second, teed off on the 10th and 
started his charge to the top of 

for a birdie m^efp^-iour 
13th and immediately followed 
that with tardies on theoexttwo 
holes Lo be out in 33. 

Relief Goosen was bracket- 
ed with Scarpa on seven-under 
after going out in 33 and re- 
turning in 3i The South African 

was aided by bitting to 10ft for 
an eagle on the 463-metre 15th 
and making the putt. 
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Satellites provide 
path to the stars 


L ast Sunday was going as 
well as it could hove done 
for Denis van Uffelen - 
until it came to the question of 
transport. 

Belgium’s 16th-ranked tennis 
player, reconstructing his career 
after an elbow operation. had 
just earned himself £1.000 by 
winning the second event of the 
LTA Men's Indoor Satellite at 
Chigwell. 

Ncrw he needed to get to 
Eastbourne, where the third of 
the circuit's four stages was to 
take place. And there was no car 
to take him. He left, clutching 
his racquets and the knowledge 
that it was 21 stops on the Un- 
derground to Victoria, where he 
could get the train down to the 
South CoasL To say he looked 
dejected would be unfair. 
Resigned was more the word. 

For the band of players cur- 
rently sojourning between 
Bramhall, ChigwclL Eastbourne 
and Croydon, the LTA satellite 
event is a stop on the line 
which leads, ideally, to two fur- 
ther stations: Challenger events 
- and then the big terminus of 
the ATP Tour. 

To get on board at the satel- 
lite stage - which operates all 
over the world - players need 
to be between 200 and 600 in 
the world rankings; Challenger 
events involve those between 60 
and 250. 

The player coming out on top 
in the current satellite circuit 
can earn up to 50 ATP points, 
which could move him 50 places 
up the rankings. Patrick 
Hughesman. of the LTA. reck- 
ons that 10 per cent of those at 
satellite level go on to higher 
things. It is not a huge propor- 


Mike Rowbottom 

hopefuls on the hard 

□on. and those that make it tend 
to take a couple of years to work 
their way through- 

Such was the career path of 
Tim Henman - to pluck a name 
out of the air- who began play- 
ing satellite tournaments in the 
autumn of 1993 and made a fi- 
nal appearance in February 
'95, rising in the process from 
774th to 167th m the world. 

“When I first saw Tim at 17, 
he came across as being very 
thin and spindly." Hughesman 
recalled. “But he has filled out 
a lot. He has a powerful build 
now." 

With Wimbledon four 
months away, HenmanJa is al- 
ready building up for 1997. But 
Hughesman recalls that, at the 
time Britain's current No 1 was 
starting on the satellite scene, 
all the media attention was di- 
rected at his school-mate, 
James Baily. the winner of the 
1993 Australian Open junior ti- 
tle, who has since dropped out 
of the sport. 

Henman’s rise to fame has 
been inspirational, rather than 
daunting, for another of his old 
mates from Reeds School in 
Cobham: Jamie Delgado, who 
reached the Chigwell final be- 
fore succumbing 6-3, 64 to 'Win 
Uffelen’s power-serving game. 

Delgado. 20 today, had the 
mixed blessing of achieving no- 
table success at a young age. be- 
coming the first Briton to win 
a title at .the Orange Bowl in- 
ternational junior champion- 
ships in Florida six years ago. At 
14, he was among the top 10 ju- 

- 


meets the tennis 

road to the ATP Tour 

niors in the world. Now ranked 
around 300 in the world, this 
fine natural stroke player is 
having to work hard to follow 
in his schoolmate's footsteps. 
That he has only grown to 5ft 
Sin means that task is harder for 
him. 

As Van Uffelen blasted down 
ace after ace on to the fast car- 
pet surface in Chigwell on Sun- 
day, it seemed thaL Delgado 
would need to put in some se- 
rious work in the weights room 
to allow his talents to shine. 
Delgado, however, remains op- 
timistic. “When 1 won in Flori- 
da, obviously’ people did expect 
me to do well," he said. "But 
that's not my problem. I am 
very close to Challenger level 
now. 

“Seeing Tim and Greg Rus- 
edski do so well has a positive 
effect on players like myself. It 
inspires us to try and get to 
where they are. I often practice 
with Tim and Greg at Queen's 
Club, and they are both very 
help ftiL 

“Tim is very sensible, and he 
has given me a lot of advice on 
strategy and how to cope with 
various experiences." 

As Vfen Uffelen and Delga- 
do strive to move onwards and 
upwards in Eastbourne this 
week, the key strategy has to be 
one of survival. Delgado, at 
least, is likely to get a wild card 
to play at Wimbledon. He will 
know as well as anybody that, 
if he can produce his best ten- 
nis there, it will do more for him 
than 50 ATP points. 



Kuerten consigns Agassi to early exit 


Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil, 
ranked No 83 in the world, took 
advantage of a blistering serve 
and Andre Agassi's tender an- 
kle to defeat the former world 
No 1 in 65 minutes aL the St 
Jude tournament in Memphis 
yesterday. 

The fourth-seeded Wimble- 
don runner-up. MaliVhi Wash- 
ington. also slowed by an injury 
he suffered in winning a Davis 
Cup singles match against 
Brazil, lost 7-6, 6-3 to the 


108th-ranked Argentinian, Jav- 
ier Frana. 

In other second-round up- 
sets, Germany's Alex Radules- 
cu beat' the sixth seed Jason 
Sloltenberg of Australia, Ar- 
menia's Sargis Saxgsian re- 
moved the ninth-seeded 
American Alex O'Brien, Guil- 
laume Raoux, of France, 
knocked out the 14th seed, 
Mark Woodforde of Australia, 
and Jeff Tarangp beat the 16th- 
seeded fellow American Vince 


Spades. All the seeded players 
had received first-round byes 
and were seeing their first ac- 
tion of the tournament. 

Todd Martin, twice the 
champion and ihe third seed, 
did progress, however, by over- 
coming the American qualifier 
Bryan Shelton 6-4, 6-4. 

However, the performance of 
the 20-year-old Kuerten was the 
revelation of the night. The 
Brazilian drove in 18 aces, won 
29 of 32 first-serve points and 


did not commit a single double 
fault. 

“For me, this was pretty 
nice,” Kuerten said. “One year 
ago I was sitting by my TV at 
home watching [Agassi] play.” 

Kuerten was also matching 
Agassi groundstrokc for 
groundstroke and blasting win- 
ners past the Las Vegan even 
before Agassi sprained his al- 
ready injured ankle in the sec- 
ond set With the Brazilian 
leading 6-4, 3-1, the match was 


hailed for around W minute* 
while Agassi's ankle was taped 
and examined, allowing him to 
continue. 

■ Martina Hingis, the Aus- 
tralian Open champion, yes- 
terday signed a three-year Jfr 
sponsorship deal with Opel, 
believed to be worth around 
£300.000 a year - substantially 
less than the 10-year deal with 
Steffi Graf which the company 
cancelled in 1995. 

Results, Digest, page 23 


Why Spain is smiles better for Robinson 


When Michael Robinson left 
Liverpool for Spain in 1984, 
there was lhile to suggest that 
the move would be a mark a fun- 
damental change in his life. 

Osasuna are one of the less- 
er lights of the Spanish league, 
and within two years a knee in- 
jury' had forced him to retire 
anyway. However, the move 
took Robinson to Spain, and 13 
years later he is still there. In- 
deed he is a national figure, 
thanks to his role as a television 
commentator in charge of the 
country's most popular sports 
show, one that has brought 
football's irreverent humour to 
stuffy Spanish television. 

The Day After is a lively, of- 
ten hilarious, round-up of week- 
end highlights, with whizzv 
special effects, affectionate por- 
traits of local clubs and phone- 
in polls for “goal of the day”. 


“Robin" is now a media cel- 
ebrity and a year ago he joined 
the board of Spain’s successful 
Canal Plus cable network. Not 
bad for a Leicester lad who start- 
ed his broadcasting career with 
100 Spanish words - “90 of them 
swearwords". He describes his 
show casually enough, but il is 
easy to see how his chceky-chap- 
py grin and deadpan humour 
revolutionised Spanish sports re- 
porting. 

“The programme's not too 
deep, really, pretty unpreten- 
tious. Our policy is: who and 
what arc we going to praise to- 
day? We don't criticise much, 
don't want to be cruel. We want 
to show football's creative side." 

Th e formula struck him when 
RTE, Spanish state television, 
sent him to cover the World Cup 
in Italy in 1990. He had been 
selling* rights for Rupert Mur- 


Elizabeth Nash reports from Madrid 
on the Englishman revered for his wit 


doch’s Screensport. but RTE 
was more interested in his face 
than his rights and snapped 
him up as a commentator. 

“I'd been a footballer for 16 
years but in Italy I saw things I’d 
never seen before: youngsters 
from all over the world with 
painted faces jumping into foun- 
tains and sleeping on pavements, 
the fun side of footbalL I thought: 
‘crumbs, this should be on telly . 
No one showed that side of it." 

His programme became such 
a hit that he sold up his bouse 
in Windsor and settled in 
Madrid with his wife Christine, 
son Liam, now 11, and daugh- 
ter Aimee, 5. Earlier this year 
he published a best-selling book. 
Las Cosas de Robin (Robin's 


Things'), a chatty, witty autobi- 
ography and celebration of his 
adopted country. So little does 
he miss his home country that 
his English is peppered with 
Spanish expressions. 

He says his success owes lit- 
tle to being English, but con- 
cedes that “the cradle of 
football" enjoys respect. 
“Spaniards respect the nobility 
of English football, but they 
don't see English players as 
particularly artistic or talented, 
just good professionals." 

British miners and engineers 
brought the game to Spain in 
1898, and early teams were of 
English expats, including dub 
managers, ‘■who were always 
called Mr So-and-So". So Spain’s 


managers. Italian, Serb or 
British, are still called el Mister. 

But beleaguered Bobby Rob- 
son of Barcelona gets little 
mileage out of being British, 
Robinson reckons. And it did 
not save John Tosback, who re- 
cently quit Deportivo La 
Coruna. “Bobby Robson hasn't 
any cachet in Spain. He has a 
marvellous CV but that stands 
for nothing, Englishman or no. 
Barga are only going to accept 
him if he wins, otherwise they 
don’t give a monkeys." 

As Deportivo slipped to 
fourth place, Tbshack was giv- 
en no time to build his team. 
Robson faces the hostility of a 
generation nostalgic for Johan 
Cruyff s dream team that won 
the league four years running - 
“the most beautiful team I've 
ever seen," Robinson says. 

"Cruyff had an impact 


throughout Spain. Real Madrid 
was always the main dub. But 
in 1990 things started to change. 
All over the country in dries that 
bad always been Madridista, you 
started seeing kiddies of eight or 
10 in Barga shirts. My son is a 
Barga fan. Before Cruyff, you’d 
□ever see a Barga fan outside 
Catalonia. That’s all changed." 

Barcelona's chairman. Cartes 
Nunez, backs Robson, but 
Nunez himself faces re-elec- 
tion next year, and his 125.000 
season-ticket holders will pun- 
ish him for sacking Cruyff un- 
less Robson delivers the league. 

Spanish passion for football 
continues to mount. Crowds, 
some 14 per cent greater than 
in Britain, have been soaring for 
six years, and the appetite for 
televised football seems insa- 
tiable. Hence television's ea- 
gerness to pay huge sums for 



Robinson: National figure 


rights, enabling dubs to offer fat 
cheques to foreign stars. 

So Robinson is in the right 

S lace at the right time. He 
ashes his wrap-around smile. 
“I feel I’m locked in a toy fac- 
toiy and left to play on all the 
swings and tractors. The 90 
minutes, the bits on the pitch, 
that's just an excuse for all the 
rest. That's the wonderful thing 
about football." 


Were Forest robbed in 1984? 


Belgium 


Nottingham Forest's 1984 Uefia 
Cup semi-final defeat to the 
Belgian dub, Anderlecht, is at 
the centre of a bribery probe. 

Two Belgians have been 
charged with blackmail in con- 
nection with match-firing alle- 
gations. Jean Elsi and Rene 
Van Aeken were released yes- 
terday, with ceruiio conditions 
attached, pending the police in- 
vestigation. 

The police launched an en- 
quiry into the allegations after 
Anderlecht said they had been 
blackmailed by the’ two men. 
One of the pair claimed to have 
acted as an intermediary to fix 
the second leg. which Ander- 
lechi won 3-0 after losing the 
first leg 2-0. They offered their 
story, in return for about 
£215,000, to the Brussels news- 
paper. Her Nicmvsblad. 

Andcrlccht’s general man- 




ager, Michel Ver- 
schuercn. has con- 
firmed that the 
police have been 
asked to investigate 
the alleged black- 
mail attempt -but 
he denied the cen- 
tral allegation that 
the club used an in- 
termediary to try to 
“buy" the’ game. 

Their second- 
leg victory, after a 
disputed penalty given to them 
and a disallowed Forest goal, 
took Anderlecht to the final - 
which they lost to Tottenham. 

Turkey 

The former Everton striker 
Daniel Amokachi is in trouble 
with his club, Besiktas. after 
they bad to hire a private plane 
to get him back to Istanbul in 
time Tor a match. 

The Nigerian arrived only 



around the 
world 


half an hour be- 
fore the match - 
against their city' 
rivals, Fenerbah- 
ce, which Besik- • 
tas won 1-0. The 
club have fined 
Amokachi about 
£5 JOCK) for his late 
show- but he is 
refusing to pay. 

“I don't be- 
lieve I committed . 
any crime," Ara- 
okachi said. "Punishment will 
not be a lesson to me. it will just 
annoy me." He had missed a 
flight in London after being de- 
layed returning from Nigeria, 
where he had been visiting his 
sick mother. It cost Besiktas 
about £11.000 to hire the plane. 

Bulgaria 

About half of Bulgaria’s 16 First 
Division clubs will be unable to 
play this weekend, when their 


league resumes after its winter 
break, because of the country's 
economic crisis. 

“Seven or eight teams have 
asked us to help them ficuin- 
cially." the Bulgarian Football 
Union’s president, Ivan Slav- 
kov, said. Bulgaria ns suffering 
a severe ipefroT crisis, and the 
BFU is trying tbeusiire teams 
have fuel for their buses so that 
they can get to games. 

Netherlands 


Patrick Deckers, a midfielder 
with the Dutch Second Division 
club, Eindhoven,, has been 
sacked bv his club for dropping 
his shorts 1 - and “flashing" at 
fans after being sent off against 
Helmond Sport on Monday. - 
“Showing ones’ genitals in 
public is forbidden by law^ arid 
is seen as disturbing public or- 
der,” the club said. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Vase future in jeopardy 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

With clubs from northern Eng- 
land providing five of the con- 
testants in this weekend's FA 
Carlsberg Vase quarter-finals, 
the Federation Brewery North- 
ern League, in particular, can 
be proud. It has produced three 
of the last eight, a fine achieve- 
ment, but one that may have 
sad implications for the future 
of the Vase. 

If Guisborough, cme of the 
three Northern League repre- 
sentatives, can see off Taunton, 
the Screwfix Direct Western 
League leaders, at their King 
George V ground on Sunday, 
three of the last four wall be 
from the north. 

Last season's final between 
Clitheroe from Lancashire and 
Brigg from Humberside, drew 
a crowd of just 7,340 to Wem- 
bley -a long way below the Vase 
final record attendance of 


26,487 for Sudbury Town 
against Tamworth in 1989. 

The Football Association has 
already taken the controversial 
decision to ban dubs without 
floodlights from next season's 
Vase -a ruling which will lessen 
the grass-roots charm of the 
tournament. If this year’s final 
draws another poor crowd, the 
rumour that the final might be 
moved away from Wembley 
could become reality. That 
would spoil the dreams of all 
who enter the Mishin which the 
appeal of the national stadium, 
rather than the competition it- 
self, is what matters. 

Such fears, however, will not 
spoil the fun for the Northern 
League. Its dubs made regular 
trips to Wembley in the days of 
the FA Amateur Cup, but lasL 
season none made it past the 
last 32. This term, though, it is 
all smiles for one of the coun- 
try's most competitive but most 
hospitable leagues. 

Before Guisborough’s big 


day on Sunday, Whitby enter- 
tain Mctssley. from Lhe North 
West Counties League, tomor- 
row while Bedlington Terriers 
travel to Humberside to take on 
North Feniby, of the Northern 
Counties East League. North 
Ferriby's attack will be led by 
Andy Flounders, the former 
Hull City striker who helped 
Brigg win the Vase last year. The 
only all-southern quarter-final 
paiis two Ids League sides: 
Northwood and Banstead. 

In the GM Vauxhail Confer- 
ence, Halifax have pul their for- 
mer manager, George Mulhall, 
plus the former West Bromwich 
midfielder Kieran O'Regan in 
temporary charge of team af- 
fairs, following last weekend's 
departure of John Carroll and 
his assistant. Billy Rod away. 

The England semi-profes- 
sional side play their first fixture 
this season on Tuesday, when 
they meet the Republic of Ire- 
land at St Patrick’s Athletic’s 
ground in Dublin. 


Oldham 
move for 
Warnock * 

Neil Warnock is expected to be 
confirmed today as Oldham 
Athletic’s manager until the 
end of the season. The former 
Laiics forward. Andy Ritchie, is 
believed to be returning to 
Boundary Park from Scarbor- 
ough as Wamock's assistant lo 
lead the First Division's bottom 
club's battle against relegation. 

Warnock. sacked by Ply- 
mouth Argyle a fortnight ago 
despite leading them out of the 
Third Division last season, re- 
places Graeme Sharp, who re- 
signed earlier this month. In the 
past, he has also guided Notts 
County and Huddersfield to 
promotion. 

“I have offered my services 
to the end of the season and I 
hope I can help Oldham and 
myself." VVhmock said yester- 
day. “1H do my best to save ft 
them.” 

Celtic have announced the 
signing of the central defender 
Enrico Annoni from Roma. 

He has agreed a three-year 
and five-month contract Celtic 
hope to field the Italian in to- 
morrow's Bell s Scottish League 
Premier Division match at 
MotherwelL but are still wait- 
ing for international clearance 
from the Italian authorities. 

Patrick Vieira's form for .Ar- 
senal received some reward 
yesterday when he was called up 
to the French squad for their 
friendly against the Nether- 
lands next Wednesday. 

Bryan Robson tried" to snatch 
Mark Schwarzer from Ever- 
ton’s grasp last night. The 
Middlesbrough manager, who 
changed his initial player-swap 
bid to straight cash, had talks 
with Schwarzer after the 
24-year-old Bradford City 
goalkeeper bad met officials 
from Everton, who had agreed 
a fee of £1.4m with the Valley 
Parade club. Schwarzer will 
give his answer today. 


Win a BUPA Health Screen 


Plus a £30 discount 
for every reader 

BUPA has developed a new 
health assessment which is 

devised specifically to proride 
positive health programmes for 
men and women. Everyone has 
a comprehensive medical screen 
involving over 40 lots giving 
an overview of your till round 
stale of health and fitness. 
Then you will be assigned your 
own personal health adviser 
to help plan your own 
improvement programmes and 
action plans. 


BUPA Health Screens are 
designed not only io detect any 
health problems but also Lo 
emphasise the benefits and 
importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and how you can achieve it. 

BUPA is offering one 
lucky Independent reader a 
complementary Health Screen 
worth at least £340. In 
addition, all callers will receive 
a £30 discount. 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, answer Ihe 
question on line and leave your 
details. Call: 


0930 567 791 


OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 0800 616029 

OrajvTiTfn all. cmi 5up per nunuic Warner puked ji nmdora after Inn foe 5ib FrSnnr. I*' 
Uiinl Ncmjaicr ftiNidunp ruin jpph EduortdiXtefln l- final 


Women at 
Twickenham 

Sir. What “hallowed turf"? I 
would like to inform Glenn 
Moore ("Ttvidkeobam's hallowed 
turf to resound to football boots", 
IS February) that Twickenham 
has indeed been used for some- 
thing “other than rugby union". 

As a schoolgirl in Twicken- 
ham during the war, our own 
playing field having been 
carved up for the erection of air 
raid shelters. I used to cross the 
tracks regularly to the rugby 
union ground to play hockey. 

It has therefore already been 
used for an elegant game 
played bv ladies. 

AUDREY ALLEN 
Hereford 
19 February 

Skill takes a knock 

Sin From Glenn Moore's, Mike 
Rowbottom 's and Ken Jones’ 
analysis of the England^ laly 


sports letters 


for thinking that only Matt Le 
Ussier took to the field for the 
home side. The traditioa of 
knocking skill players fives on. 

You get magic from skill play- 
ers, not workhorses. Ken Jones' 
muddled mind produced this 
gem: “England could not be 
faulted for their commitment in 

the second halt but, when it 
came to technical accomplish- 
ment they were inferior to the 
opposition.” So what do Messers 
Moore, Rowbottom and Jones 
advocate? Drop Le Ussier. Hc r s 
had his day. Let him join the long 
' line of talent that England have 
lest over the decades and foreign 
man agerswou Id have given half 
their squads for. 
RWBAYLEY 
Hampton 
Middlesex 
13 February 


Fuss over Guscott 

Sir. In Ireland we used to believe 
that we had a monopoly cm com- 
mitting hari-krri at the interna- 
tional rugby selection table. We 
were wrong, The English rugby 
selectors, by their continuing to 
ignore the sublime skills of Je- 
remy Guscott in favour of the 
out-of-his class Philip de 
GlanviQe, proride proof that the 
disease is rampant 
JOHN O’SHEA, 

Monks town. Ireland 
17 February 

Broadside .for 
broadcasting 

Sir. Now that our brave lads in 
New Zealand ha ve re -discov- 
ered the art of winning Test 
matches, is it too much to ask 


that BBC Radio re-discover 
the art of cricket broadcasting! 

The BBC pioneered tin 
“ball-by-bair coiumentaiymair 
years ago andTest- Match Spe 
cial became an institution, bu 
it has to be said that its appli 
cation to the task has been lack 
ing recently ( of our brave lads) 

Please - no more Shippinj 
Forecasts, Open University 
chopping the last 15 minute 
before lunch for ephemera 
trivia like Parliament etc; Le 
us celebrate our return to win 
ningways by re-instating ‘‘baU 
by-ball” commentaries forth 
whole of the play as per th 
origjnaVbrilliant idea. 
GEOFFREY COBB ' 
Prestbuiy, Cheshire 
18 February • 

Letters should be marked “To 
pobDcaticm" and should contai 
daytime and evening pbon 
numbers. Tbey sboutd be sen 
to Sports EdHtm; The Indepex 
dent, l Canada Square, Loodo 
E14 5DL. They may be short 
ened for reasons of apace.- 


Pride of Preston 


Preston North End have played 
a proud part in the origins of the 
professional game, and yester- 
day it was announced that they 
have succeeded in their bid to 
house the National Football 
Museum. 

The Museum, paid for large- 
ly by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and the first of its kind in the 
country, will be located at 
Deepdalc and is expected to 
open next year. 

Preston originally intended 
opening a club muscum, but ex- 
tended their plans to create a na- 
tional centre. It will house 
football memorabilia from all 
over the world, the centrepiece 
being the FIfa Museum Collec- 
tion. built, up by Harry Langton. 
The project will cost an esti- 
mated £7m. the Heritage Lottery 
Fund providing a £5.7m grant 
and the remainder coming from 
national and local businesses. 

“Preston occupies a special 


place in the history of football." ^ 
Bryan Gray, Preston's chairman. & 
said. "The dub was one of the 
12 founder members of the 
Football League in 1SSS and 
Deepdale is the oldest ground 
in the Football League. 

“England is widely recog- 
nised as lhe birthplace ot foot- 
ball. The Football Museum will 
combine the passion for our na- 
tional sport with a unique col- 
lection representing every 
aspect, from fine an to fanzines." 

Keith Cooper. Fifa's Direc- 
tor of Communications, said: 

“We have been pleased to back 
Preston's persistent efforts to re- 
alise a project which is really 
long overdue in England." 

Tom Finney, Preston's pres- 
ident whose own place in foot- 
ball history is secure, was 
enihusiastic. “Il is fantastic u» ’ Bf 
have got the funding," he said. 

“Tp have the Fifa Collection is 
a feather in our cap." 
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sport 



Lions fury 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWEn 


Fran Cotton most be 'wonder- 
ing whether it migh t be easier 
to dust off his boots and take on 


the Springboks himse lf. When 
he agreed to manage the lions 


in South Africa this summer, the 


former England prop was rel- 
ofa 


ishing the prospect oi a scrap or 
two along the way -be was nev- 
er one to shirk a fight, after all 
- but he probably considered 
himself safe from the flak until 
his arrival in Johannesburg. 

Wrong. Six days- after re- 
ceiving an earful from Wifi 
Carling on the subject of the Li- 
ons tour - the eminent Harlc- 


Oldha 

move! 

Wamo 


re manager of using the cap- 
taincy as a bargaining tool os- 
cillated between wrath and rage 
- Cotton yesterday ran into 
another fusillade from Phil de 
GLartviUe. Carling’s fellow Eng- 
land centre and successor as na- 
tional skipper. 

De Gian viHe, left out of Cot- 
ton's preliminary squad of 62, 
fired his bullets in the hallowed 
surrounding of the Cambridge 
Union, no less. “It is no great 
secret that 1 do not get on with 
Fran Cotton,” be told a group 
of students attending the latest 
in a series of addresses by lead- 
ing British sportsmen. “When 
1 was one of the England play- 
ers’ representatives during dif- 
ficult early negotiations with the 
Rugby Football Union this sea- 
son. I had some interesting dis- 
cussions with him and, when he 
was subsequently appointed Li- 
ons manager, I thought it un- 
likely that I would be going to 
South Africa. International 
selection is a personal thing.” 

Given that De Glanville had 
already signalled his displeasure 
at the entire concept of a pro- . 
liminary squad, the purpose of 
which has never been entirely - 
dear, it can be assumed that he 
has now slammed the lions 
door firmly in his own face. Cot- 
ton, who was attending meetings 
in London yesterday and. was.„ 
unavailable for comment, 
would probably pick himself at 
centre before either of the Eng- 
land first-choices. 

Much to the muted disap- 
pointment of those who saw Je- 
remy Guscott confirm his status 
as a wodd-class performer in the 
final three minutes of the vic- 
tory over Ireland in Dublin last 
weekend, De GlanvOie and 
Carling will still be first choic- 
es when England take on 
France in a climactic Five Na- 
tions shoot-out at Twickenham 
on Saturday week. Guscott re- 
turns to the bench, as does 
Austin Healey, the Leicester 
scrum-half who also caught the 


is perfect bench material — a 
stiletto-sharp runner, tailor- 
made to take advantage of tir- 
ing defences and widening gj 

towards the end of a Twatrh ■ 

which case, the outlook looks 
- even more depressing for Gus- 
cott than a week ago, for he is 
enough of a traditionalist to be- 
lieve dial, rugby is about 15 play- 
ers, not 2L 

In defence of making con- 
sistency his chief virtue, Row- 
ell will point to England’s 1995 
Grand S lam campaign, when 
the same 15 served in all four 
matches. It was a similar story 
in 1991, when England also 
went through the Five Nations 
unbeaten. In the other Grand 
Slam year of the decade, 1992, 
they made only one change, 
bringing m Dean Richards for 
Tim Rodber for the second 


There are, however, 
to the A side for the second- 
string international with France 
tomorrow week The Bath prop, 
Kevin Yates, and the Glouces- 
ter lock, Dave Sims, arc restored 
to the tight five while Chris 
Sheasby of Wasps returns to the 
back row. They replace Rob 
Hardwick, John Fowler and 
Martin Cony respectively. 

Richard Codterili erf Leices- 
ter replaces his dub-mate, Do- 
rian Wfest, at booker after filling 
in for Phil Greening on the se- 
nior bench in Dublin. At half- 
back, Kyran Bracken and Alex 
King return from injury for the 
Gloucester pairing of Scott 
Benton and Mark Mapletoft 

Several Welsh rugby dobs are 
considering taking the Welsh 
Rugby Union to court if the lop 
division of the National League 
is reduced from 12 to eight 
teams next season. 

Several chibs in the relegation 
zone as well as Division Two's 
leading teams are up in arms. 
Llandovery are to seek com- 
pensation of at least £25,000 if 
they cannot be promoted, Aber- 
avon have threatened a writ and 
Treorchy are ready to take out 
an mjunetiQu; 

_ The luckless Scritt Hastings, 
dropped from theHill Scotland 
side and A team, has had to 
drop out of the squad for the 
World Cup Sevens after injur- 


ing hisknee in^ractice. 


eye at Lansdowne Road. 

Jack Rowell's decision to 


name an unchanged team was 
hardly earth-shattering. Indeed, 
Guscbtt's brilliance in setting up 
two late tries for Tony Under- 
wood might even have con- 
finned the England coach in a 
belief that his old Bath protegfi 


Ian Smith, the Scottish in- 
ternational flanker, has sew- 
ered ties with Gloucester, his 
home-town club, and agreed 
terms with Second Division 
Moseley yesterday. 

BJCMIDfr Baras, HmfMlixiir OmiiIod- 
sMp, IMUcontiom, 1 Mereb): TSHnnson 
(NsMasUB); i SMghBlobin (BatfU. W Car- 
Hag (Hariagutral, p da G in iM * (Bah, capO, 
T UndMwood {NowcastM; P Ctaymn 
(Northampton), A Bb m i m I (Wraps); G 
Rownbm (lateeatej, M RagNi ffinstcO, J 
Lranart IHertHnfo), M. Wraaw fl nramrO . 
S Star (Bristol), L M0k> (Wasp* T Rod- 
bar g^tanhampinn), R M (Saracen#. «#- 
phcMwntKJ Guscott (Bath), MCattlBah), 
A ) M alay (Mean), D Gatfertli (Lakssm. 
P0i«amR(6touoaaiert..BCWM (FMniancO- 
FSANCE SQUAD: Backs: Q A co occttfry 
(BeriterBwdeauxJ. D Aw**** (pan). P 
dnomaaa (Brtw). 5 otas (Bou®*hW- 
Ssu), C tamtam IPriie), LLaOraaod (Bwr- 
aoln). A M—l (Bnw), J-L Sadovoy 
(CUoritea), DVtndRtt (Brae). U «Mk pmS. 
Forward*: A Banal (Agm), C Cantem 
(Touiougal, R ChM (Btoora). M Dal Maso 
(Agen). M do Jtmwwwnt (fcchn), J-L Jor- 
dara noutouse). o Ma nia (Dta, 0 
(MontieaancQ, H Morin (ToutauN). FI 
(Dmj, FTomnlre (NHtnnn*. 



Argument 

adjourns 

Senna 

hearing 


ANDREW GUM8EL 


reports from Rome 


boning out the kinks: Last-minute prepartitions tor Lota's new Formula One car, which was unveiled in London yesterday Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Lola aiming high in the fast lane 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 


He stej _ 

on . to the stage, looking' more 
Hire a benign grandfather ttwm 
a Formula One protagonist,' 
and declared his intention to 
win the World Championship 
within four years. 

Even given motor racings 
propensity to lay on the sales 
pitch, that rates as a fairly bold 
dge. This team boss has had, 
in differing guises, a number of 
earlier shots at Grand Prix rac- 
ing, the more recent ending in 
dismal failure. His latest car was 
completed at 2 o'clock yester- 
day morning and, a week from 
now, after just a couple of days’ 
testing, it will be bound for Aus- 
tralia and the opening race of 
the World Championship, on 9 
March. 


What is more, the driving 
force behind this venture is a 
bearded, bespectacled figure 
of 68. The alternative of carpet 
slippers and comfortable arm- 
chair is patently repugnant to 
Eric Broadlcy. £ If I wasn’t mo- 
tor raring Td be saOboat raring,” 
he said, disarmingl y. 

He is not likely to have much 
time to indulge himself in his 
other passion this year.. While 
his 250-strong workforce, at 
Huntingdon, continues to sup- 
ply chassis for IndyCars, Indy 
Lights and Fatmnla 3000 teams, 
the company is now mounting 
its first sole assault on raring’s 
premier category. A Lola engine 
wiU eventually replace the Ford 
unit currently powering the car. 

Broadley said: "The compar 
tty’s ready. It’ s the right time for 
□& Rmnula One is already huge, 
but ft is gring to take off in a new 
dimension and we need to be 


part of iL Our future is in For- 
mula One. I think Formula One 
has been a bit predirtable and 
now we are seeing new teams, 
like ourselves and Stewart, and 


Bridgestone Tyres, coming m." 

rai with Hon- 


Despite a race win i 
da, in 1967, Formula One re- 
mains the unoonquered peak on 
BroadLey’s horizon. He found- 
ed the company 39 years ago, 
which means, after Rarari, Lola 
will be the longest established 
racing team in this season’s 
World Championship. Five Indy- 
Car championships and three 
victories in the Indianapolis 500 
testify to the experience and ex- 
pertise be has developed with- 
in the company. Two of his 
more celebrated old boys are 
Patrick Head and John Barnard. 

But can be genuinely expect 
to scale the heights this time? 
Many consider -Broadley an 
avuncular dreamer; he main- 


tains he has a realistic chance. 
“Customer teams are a way of 
life in IndyCars but in Formula 
One the teams are integrated,” 
he said. "You can’t compete in 
Formula One in the way we at- 
tempted with Scuderia Italia in 
1993 and we derided then that 
we would not come in again un- 
less we did so with our own team. 

T like challenges and I'm me- 
rited by this one, but what I am 
doing is not for my own satis- 
faction. We have a company. 
The thing has a life of its own 
and we are attempting to steer 
this large animal. What I am do- 
ing is right for the company. 

“We're coming in to make a 
serious attempt on the World 
Championship, not thip year, or 
next out between now and 
our achieving that objective we 
hope to win a few points.*’ 

Broadley, who discourages 
the “chief designer” syndrome 


nurtured by his rivals, penned 
acsortbecar 


the bases of the car that was un- 
veiled in London yesterday. 
He has a four-year sponsorship 
deal with Mastercard and two 
drivers of no mean ability in the 
Italian, Vincenzo Sosprri, and 
Brazil’s Ricardo Rosset 
Broadley is confident his dri- 
ven wiD qualify for the races and 
that building his own engine will 
not stretch the company too far. 
He said: “I don’t believe it 
costs 5100m to produce an en- 
gine and you’re not going to win 
in Formula One without a su- 
per engine. If we do a good job 
for the drivers, they will do a 
good job for us.” 

Some say it is too late for 
Broadley but, of course, he 
does not agree. T suppose we 
probably should have done this 
20 years ago,” he conceded. “Bui 
we did a lot of other things in- 
stead and we’re still here.” 


The trial of Frank Williams and 
five other defendants under 
fire for the death of Avrton 
Senna at lmoia in 1994 got off 
to the slowest possible start 
yesterday, as the hearing in an 
* I talian court was adjourned for 
eight days to consider an ap- 
plication by the defence to 
have charges against two of the 
accused dropped on technical 
grounds. 

The makeshift court in 
lmoia may have been besieged 
by journalists and expecta- 
tions of shock revelations high, 
but the proceedings were re- 
markably mundane. As ex- 
pected, only one of the 
defendants, the managing di- 
rector of the company that 
runs the lmoia race track, Fe- 
derico Bendinclli. was in court 
for the trial opening. 

Defence lawyers immedi- 
ately took up the argument 
that the case against two of the 
defendants, the race director 
Roland Bruynscracde and the 
Williams team technician 
Adrian Newey, should be 
dropped immediately on the 
grounds that they were not 
properly informed, according 
to Italian law, of the investi- 
gation in progress against 
them. 

As often happens in Italian 
trials, the court quickly ad- 
journed for several days - 
in this case, until 28 February 
- to consider the defence's 
objections. There was no 
glimpse of the special CD- 
ROM prepared for the trial 
which shows a simulated 3-D 
version of the Senna crash 
based on all available television 
footage. 

Nor was there any hint of 
how the Williams’ team will 
set about their defence. The 
whole trial was meanwhile 
decried as a “cynical and 
stupid exercise” by Niki Lau- 
da, who noted that the crim- 
inal proceedings went against 
the wishes of Senna's own 


family. 

“I hope the conn takes into 


account the risks that we dri- 
vers undertake of our own 
free will," Lauda told the Aus- 
trian newspaper, Neue Kronen 
Zeitung . 


istie stays the distance 


Athletics 


With his 37th birthday in sight, 
Linford Christie continues to 
thrive on competition.^ The 1992 
Olympic gold medallist easily 
beat his training partner and 
it£g6, Dairen Campbell, in 
the 100 metres at the Mel- 
bourne Grand Prix yesterday. 

Christie did just enough to 
win in 1 0J20sec, with Campbell 
finishing in 10.26 and the Aus- 
tralian, Steve Brimacombe, 
third in 10.42. Tbny Jaxrett was 
beaten in the 110m hurdles by 
the experienced American, Jack 
Pierce, finishing in L3.62sec be- 
hind Pierce’s 13 J4. 


At the same meeting, Emma 
George, Australia’s pole vault 
world record-holder, broke hex 
own record, jumping 4.55 me- 
tres to better the 4.50 she 
jumped eariiCT this month. The 
former trapeze artist has only 
been competing m this event for 
two years. 

Reebok yesterday announced 
a four-year sponsorship deal 
with the British Athletics Fed- 
eration worth around £lm a 
year. The deal, which has been 
known about for some weeks, 
is for kit and footwear for 
British teams. 

Ben Johnson’s attempts to 
race competitively again were 
dismissed as “strange” by the 


International Amateur Athlet- 
ic Federation yesterday. 

The 35-year-old Canadian 
sprinter, banned for life after a 
second positive drug tea in 1993, 
was said by bis manager Morris 
Cbrobotek to have made a re- 
fer reinstatement, but an 
f spokesman, Giorgio Rei- 
neri. said; TVe have had an ex- 
change of papers bat we haven't 
received any official request 
from the Canadian Federation. 

“Ben Johnson did not appeal 
when he was banned for life 
three years ago. It’s a little 
Strange that three years on he 
suddenly wants to do so. I don’t 
know if there is any probabili- 
ty of him being reinstated.” 


Ebdon holds 
off O’Sullivan 

Snooker 


ftter Ebdon bad to soak up vay 
little pressure yesterday^ when he 
decisively defeated Ronnie 
O'Sullivan 5-1 to reach the 
semi-finals of the Internation- 
al Open at Aberdeen. 

O’Sullivan scored only 48 
points in the opening four 
frames and won his only frame 
with a break of 98 in the fifth. 
He might have closed the gap 
still further in the sixth but, af- 
ter reaching 42, be played a bad 
positional shot much paved 
the way for Ebdon’s match- 
winning run. 


Goulding ban eased 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


The St Helens captain. Bobbie 
Goifi ding, has had his eight- 
match suspension reduced to six 
on appeal, but that has not 
mollified his club. 

Goulding was given one of 
the heaviest sentences of recent 
years after being sent off for a 
high tackle on the Wigan prop, 
Neil Cowie, in the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup tie between the 
two sides earhei this month. 

His appeal yesterday was 
backed by his dub and -in the 
first time the organisation has 
become involved in a discipli- 


nary case - the Rugby League 
Professional Players’ Associa- 
tion. Both argued that the sus- 
pension was excessive. 

The reduction in his ban 
means he will stiD be ruled out 
of Saints’ campaign to retain the 
Cup until the final, should they 
reach it. He will, however, be 
available for two extra rounds 
of Super League. 

That did not placate the Si 
Helens chairman, Eric Ashton, 
who said that he still regarded 
the sentence as “disgusting". 

He complained that the ban 
was well above the current av- 
( for similar offences. “I’ve 


studied videos and IVe seen a lot 
of worse tackles,” he said. 


SPORTING DIGEST 



TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


Athletics 

WIBOURWE 6HMC PBCC pnwtofc) C alB Lte tt: 
Hons IDOob 1 1 Dstfl* 40® 1O20 kk 2 D 
Camp Ml 108) 10.26: 3 S a rin wcomhe Mb) 
10.42. 200ni IP Stow* QM2QA4; 2 P John- 
son </uu 20.68; 3 C ooraftfeon m 20.96. 
400m: 1 B HmHu Uam) 45.71: 2 D 5tadi 
(Ausj 46X11. HMe 1 E Mn tKan) 3mtn 
53.4S*ee 2 MKbBio IKbo) 354X0:3 S Hol- 
man lUS) 3*04. 5,000m; lPHBk (Met) 
13JL90: 2 J Pnn»r 13^5.13.11 081 
hordtes: 1 J Pierce (US) 13-54; 2T JenKf [6B1 


WSKmSH 

MBA: Attansa IDO Indiana 87; ChactoOB 123 


the 


WBBrt* US; DetrXt 100 WlBhtKtMt 85c ft- 
lando 95 PMbrd 04; Dwrto ISSanAnso- 


rno 92, MtruMot] 64 Vancouver 73; Gofcfcn 
Satto 112 Boatoi 101; Oewrtme 103 LA L*fc- 
en 84. 


have been drawn i 
_ Noway, and the European 
champions. Germany. In the qualifying 
competition lor the thud women's 
Wortd Cup in the United States In 1999. 
Six European countries wffl quaflfy over 
the next two yeas, wflh Errand's goup 
completed by the Netherlands. England 


The number of football diubs in 
Russia's Premier League thatl 

have been ordered to play their f 

first two home games of the , 

1977 season at neutral venues 

as a penalty for falling to instal 
under-pitch heating. 


: 4SJ91; 2 E Dmmfl* 


(USi 48.94,- 3 CQbv* aM4ft.71.IHkJ . 
lTRKWfi (Aus) 2JOm;2SHorart 52) 2JS. 


saasann 


Gerry Penatasa,-of the PhSppmes, 
won the World BodngC twca z upw-tfy- 

eoflroshi KaweSSmB^f Japan, 
yesteriias!. .. 


wffl prepare for the quaBffers by ptey- 
IngGermany at Preston on Thuraday 2 7 
February. 


Tnist wW survey disabled fadfltiesrtaH 
92 English league sounds as well as 
the Scottish Premier Division. 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL IEUUE Re- 
arranged fixture: Tuo 8 Apr: Yortt v Peter- 
borough. 

FRANCE SQUAD (FHanAr v NattwlH 

tllaAwralnA ^ — — • 

y tnnarep ifill inaiiMpBiK 

boo). Lama ifefe Sf-GwmoW. 


Golf 

ALFRED D0NHKL SOUTH AFRICAN PBA 
CHAMPtONSMP Uoham wb utfl laadtnfi 
BnAreand aaorea (OB or M omara stated): 


84 TGoe*(Gof).6SU Scarpa fflKHGooflen 
(SAL BS A McLean (SAL B Miy (US). J I 


(Monaco). 


S ruwan (US) 

wenrac 200m 1M arett«S£rWa6 2ZS4; 
2 cnaasiwi IAo« 22^ aoom y Hodrtun- 
son (NO 159.42: 2 S Dawson (An) 2:02.43. 

s,ooow i s 0 «uaran (W iafl.rja: 2 KAn- 
dBcsan (Aug) 1R25J.6. PMa wait 1 tOnm 
1^*) 06 f«00dren«B; 2 MHirrtKn (fE3.TQ. 


Foofbafl 

Joe McQresh has been appointed coach 
of the New Zealand national team. Mc- 
Grath, a former Republic of Ireland Un- 
&p23 International, takes oierfiom an 
Englishman, Kettfc Pritchett. 


39B8 WOMEN'S WOULD CUP Esmaan 

ftanc*. SwCznrtard. Orora Threa: Noras/. 
Obotibw. Ehea«L NattwriardB. Ooop Rhr 
Kuseia, Denmark. Pn&ifM. Ba®um. omm 
Fhm: Estonia. tSactiRpubfic, Scotiani 
Uhuana. oreraSh: Beraus.wWos, Maid. 
RepuMc of irdand. arapS iw a m lUrhoy, 



^■(BaiealonB). nn «i (MBan). 
(Roma). Lbacare (AihMc Mbani. 


« fttonaooi.TlMwn (Parma). 

PBaachanpa Uutwius). Karoofli 

BilliilH 

(Arsenal). ForeMtfKZktane (JtMontuO. Ba 


©orteaud, Dafian? (Uflart, Loin (PSGJ. 
— i (Men). 


son (SA), M Murtess (SA). M Arcner, N Fash 
(Swo. 87 N Price On®). Q Emmon, KTo- 
mon (Japan). R McCann (u$). R Muntz 
(Netty. A Rotnoff (SA), G CM. 68 C Kamps 
ISA), M ArqpMt (S*w), N sen Rgrabus (SAJ. 
D Botre (sal T Dodds (Ham), S Webstar. C 
Wtattow ISA). B Vrotfan (SAL W IMMnw (SA), 
A P Botes (SA). D Hiegto. 8 QUattiar, W 
Bradto/ (SA). »N Ventwcteffm (BeO, G Red 
tS«, M eo0n (Aub). F Qulm Jnr JUW, J Mal- 
ta (SA), u McNulty (am), 0 


WSDaffiSDAVS LATEHESUUSsra CaifinE 

unfied 




Piewfia reM p; Araena) 1 Mandwawl 
* ' f2SMflnaW 


2;AsaonVBa2CovWrtryX- Deity 2 SI 
vwkwaday Z Uvecpoa 4 Ueds 0. 1 
sentadue Match: Rattan Soria a Un 


(SA), M McKMiy (am), 
TbfbJancha (SA), J Kkupaon CSA). G Sherry. B 
" “ re (SA), W Drutan (SA). I 


SNOW REPORT - 


in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


North America- 
Phone or lax: 


0891 333 110 


At-a-danca tax guide to snow 

conditions at 1fi0+ resorts wonef- 

wide: 


0897 500 601 


Where to find foe 
best snow ■ by fox. 
Call^FAX- the 5W facts: 
0897 300 301 


•111 


Rx a fax list of 180* 
resort codes: - 
0990100 843 


iSoow ranorts i 

Rreort Oaoraai* 

ANDORRA 

Area 

open 

Last 

ancre 

taw 

cn 

UPP 

car 

rorecrat 

Gnu Rot* Besr on upper inns 

Pw to to Cm Jfowday tap bqiw 

“S3: 

ICO* 

15.2 

1S4 

~~zsr 

135 

1B0 

190 

Cloudy 

Sony 

AUSTRIA 






BwtCosteto — Powdery new anew.. . 1 
Ntodoran - — Dry, pwutay a aftftnde 

8996 

100% 

1PJ2 
19 2. 

35 

15 

50 

70 

Chraeobfe 

SnwRna 

CANADA 






BVWNtt ...„Pfted«/macDin(? groomed 

99% 

"IEF" 

■JBb 

265 aouarsnem i 

FRANCE - 






LmAica.^^ Freati snow on tflnma- 

Sa*x>«l» ___Fi*sh s«ra ciCTwtw: 

99% 

90S 

15 J 
IB 9 

90 

30 

195 

225 

Sunny 

Snow 

mux 






irmano n^ 

Onhm y L..„Goodco«raB8aSW 

~9§S~ 

100% 

18.2 

IBJS 

150 

40 

300 

170 

DOVCfy 
las vend 

ROMANIA 






, ,:rawi gjatng on near now 

SWBJQI 

60% 


30 

tt) 

Snow 

SMen ... — Jfosliiwattr 

SWITEERLAND- 

90% 


50 

50 

Pvt ctoud 

■Sore Km JWdonn eecnrexeeum 

St Mom oapdfysxw 

85*. 

100% 

193 

19^2 

95 

50 

190 .enprown m 
140 ChangBtta jj 

UNITED STATES 



P?-^9 

180 

Sp 





PhMpelhxsslei; a Ftwchman Who was 
tomieiiy coach of the Ivory Coast was 
yesterday named as Nigeria's new na- 
tional team coach, kfis predecessor, 
Amodu Sftaibu, was sacked last month 


__ .IUmJer-2l 

»HBm36)NaaonaMaR[io(tialMa^jHlJn- 
Der- 21 » 1 INewtor By fat SJadtoL^Fw- 
raris. Genoa}. Dr Martanal 


DhMoiE Dantord 1 Witney 2. UaBowl 
LeweaeCnpftxatb rtmd: Bocnn l»ri2 Em- 

teytPrere and Jotarai Hb^tand Laaguac 

1 ' ’'b«i 0: Q0n Cm 5 F=or IMaam 
3 ujsuemouln l. A 


DeueronuNslKakhO: 
2; nasertx»0i 


for “subb mfeconductT and ‘Insubor- 
dtnaDpn*. 


Doussiei; nicknamed the 
“WWtB WSrartT. bcuneifly eoachcfthe 
Moroccan First: Division dub RJS Ra- 
bat 


tatodon 1 AFC Bomwnouat 


Wbdoni a FawiH Mu Second n 
■Scunthorpe 0 ft Youth Cup i 

maud: Notangbam Forest 0 ffla 


VEST 


OB (US). H Wafers (SA). W Dnsan (SA). R 
Raww CSA). CPoeca W. D Frost (SA). F Alan 
(SA), A Cottar. P iWlngton. N KamtsngBs®- 
mu (Zim). Plawria,BLswahi(SA).MMaaen- 
ao, l Gantdc rSp). A Ouse (SA). C Mm C 
Cenar (Ft). 70 S Daraals (SA), V PtAps. 1 
Hobd* (SAL RWassdi (SALT Johnstone (Zkni. 
M Jamas. S van VUnn (SA). I Garbutt, M Gor- 
tana CO, P AUtecH. 1 Pahner (SA). M Jonqn 
[Sue). C Duran £Sw), G Chalmara !Aus), j 
Itattw#) (SA), D Chopra (Sw), R Kaplan (SA), 
A Baal, D nan Stadan ISA). 6 Pappas (SA). D 
Ibppine. 


Rugby League 

The Bradford Bolts’ Great Britain full- 
back, Stuart Spruce, Ib doubtful for to- 
morrow’s Srik Cut Chatenge Cup tie at 
the London Broncos because of a chest 
Infection. 

ThefOTrwTeahooS^ 
signed from Wigsn this summer, win 
make his competitive debut for War- 
rington In their tie against Sheffield Ea- 
gles on Sunday He has recovered from 
Fgury and replaces the teena^r, An- 
thony Murray. 

The Second Division dub fork has been 
put up for sale for £1. The sale of efub 
was advertised in yesterday's Financial 
Times and the ck* director, John Sta- 
bler, confirmed the asking price and stat- 
ed the sale was to safeguard fork's 
future, folk were knocked out of the 
Chafiengj Cup by the amateurs Dud- 
ley Hfl last month and have been gnug- 
$ng financially for several seasons. 


Snooker 


IKTERNATONAL OPEN (Abordaeo) Quartor- 
~ : T Drafio (MBHn) W J Panutt (Ei^) 5-3: 


P Ebdon (Eng M R 0 , Sittuwjra^5-l: J H«- 


Bns (Sen) K A McManus | 


Tennis 

ST JUDE HBfS IDUWMMNr (SWMrffa. fto) 


SMas. aaraad mcnct G huotan ©n ta A Abb- 
si (LSI 6-2 6-4; T Mann (US) bt B STietm ilSi 


n (US) bt B STtcton (fci 

6- J CM: J Fram (Aie) bt MMVbi Wasftngon (US> 

7- 6 63: P Haamire (Netti) bt J r 


6-4 B-® R RanaborK (US) bt J A VSoca (Sp) 6* 
3 948 SorgnKi (Arm) H A OUren (US, 6-4 
(M: C Wtoodnif (US) W S Draper (Aus) 46 6 
2 6-1: J tfcrtman iSual M R Fmmbaig rsusi 
W M: G Raoux (Fri to U vmottfonfc Musi 7- 


S 5-7 B-4; J Tbra<W> (US) biVSp«feo IUS1 6- 
3 fr4; B Smm (NObt N traentn (Ecu) 7-6 W. 
AFMde9ttirijenbt JSUAUnberglAuS) 6-36- 
2. (MM, aaoontf rmt E Famara (SA) and 


P CWbonn (US) bt K Kmear M 0 RsndaB RiSl 
6-4 T-e 6-4; B Hifflanfi (SA) OH SScJiaften 
(N«OA M T Cwbcms an) F Hoc, t&pt 7-8 7-6. 


KA WDMBTS CLASSIC (tWabonw CM Skv 


Rutfby Union 

B4GLAfDA(vFtanoa A, 


msier tUS) 6* 6* F tuoani Dp n M G 
telW) 617-5jLDarenpat(US)bt( 
morn) &2 6-1; A Coatrei (SA) bt T Mei 


6-1 6-0- 


Ice today 


nrery, aO): N BMl (Nomnnvcon); D U«er 
(Harwqums), N Qraenstock (Wasps', W 


Rovers 3. hAa raa Bowt 


chbum 


the FootboR Trust yesterday launched 
a scheme ro improve the fodllties for 


Greece 0 ftutufiW 0, (HaretM: Costa fow 
5 (Oviedo 12, 907 Sotos 46. l>WTmp«l SO. 


NHL: D0trm4 CaUary 0: NY Ran^srel dm 

. ft«: Htfifont 2 PMadafpha 2 lot): 


EAndreon G Toronto 5. 


disabled football supporters, fn an Irt- 
tlative bached by the gOMsmmant, the 


Anita 57) Venesjete 2 (Diaz ». Palenoa 
SSr. fffoma, CaBT): Merioo 1 {Hemwaflo 
21) OuauroaiB 1 (Plata 40). 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unlais stated 
MATHMMOE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
1TORD DMStON 

CambrMceUtd vCrefisn (7-45) . 
BHX*S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
TURD DIVISION 


1 8Wn& V Boren 


NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Ffcst DP 
«Wk Nwmrich v VaushaH GM (7-45). 
UJ4BrtSUSSEXCOUWYL£ACUEHr«tOI- 
vMok Kanoeks w 8ugan H& 

LEABUE OF WALES: Enter CaMe-Td Canfiff 
vTonPantre. 

HAW* NATIONAL. LEABUE OF (RBLAAD 
Pnmaer DMNotf She*»ume v Bohermwa 
I7j4B ). 


Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 



Baa tot bi B 

BODWE1SER LEAQUt NOttastfe 
London fowars (T30k Sheffield Sharia v 
ofoirtJOp- 


Other spelts 

MDHMM: fltertaifoadflnt Grand Shm 
(ManrieU). 

SNOOKER: mJwnaaotasl Open (AbHdeenl. 
SwnWMGrBrfdah Grand Pw meat Oflees}. 


laomm Harcules l Deoortho la Cm/a3; 
ABefca Madrid 2 1 


IatiCBSbao2rtejffl1 


Rallying 

Stig BJOmqvist 
commi tt ed tore 


0: Tompm 5 Sporonjj S^on 0: RacJng Sarv- 
.tantoTfotedolkt 0; Oviedo p Earemwfo- 


ra O; Real Bets 1: fenertfe 2 VNendal. 
BattRMtfopttoartBHtatoKiNarijreitFM 
21) Bsywi MAGh a ObU CapIbM rourt 
De Grea&ctnp Dofldnchem 0 RDM X 

tfertradBlWrac^Mtona(DueBriy9,6a 



a 


and last November finished Mn) to a 
Skoda in the RAC Rally. He win race in 
four of the tor scheduled scoring rounds 
of the championship. 


erawwood (Leieesur. rapl), A Adebaya 
BafftAIOneWBpsl, KMn (Sans 
K Yatre (Batfi). R CnekMS OaceEten , J I 
left (Bath), fi Antor (New reWe), D Mm 
{Qouc8StBf),CShaa$by(WMps),ADipfOU 
iSarorerS). N Back tlettemen. Raptan- 
DMttta: N Wakfae (Hariequinfl, M MapWtoft 
(Gtoucoster), M Aim (Northampioci), D 
Waft (Leicester), R HanMch (Caroron), M 
Cony tBriatcO. 

SCOTLAND SQUMS [ for fintfby WwUCup 
Serene ta Hoof Krofito N 8roa0dOR (Met- 
ros). B Burm (Waaoreers. capt), j.Creic 


KPofcESJMADottWfW 

son (Can) 6-4 63: P Hy sowte (Caro and K 
RWwwiBlAU) bi L Hum (SA) and D Jones (Auu 
6-a 64; E Katana (US) ana V Late iQBi tn t 

1 (UW) end U ttata (C») 6-3 6-S. 


6-2 LlgB pn (Ga^b t M 


B Cpaan lQ B) 6 

SjSit&) 7-6 64: T Wob ffSTbrc ^ 
eed ISA) 6.2 06 6^: M StaAng (Srei H ig£ 


(WesorScoAnC. C Umhiw IHenoTaFP), 
s),o£**iwateoniflna), 


DHodpaWfitEontans), 

C Mather (VKatsonens). S MeHol {MskDSC), 
N Penny (WaGortens). M WaBam tGW|H» 
HftO. (Manager D Morgan, coach A Kerri. 


? <Q9BOi& fr i 7-^EteM^SrtS 

Cftfor (Gto3*6 B-l 62; M Sarctez Lorercn 
^ WJ FMttfok W«q 6167 64; N OeEhy 


lbtPfiaSW(HiiR3 62fr2. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 19/2/97. The winning numbers: 9, li, 19, 38, 39, 41. Bonus number: 13. 


j CATEGORY 

NO OF WINNJ.KS 

AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 

TOTAL EACH TIER 

i Match e [Jpekpot) 

i 




14 

£88.293 

£1,208.102 

Match 5 

568 

£1,320 

£754.B72 

Match 4 

r 30.188 

£55 


Match 3 


£10 

mmm. m&smmmm 

TOTALS 

537.852 


■iwwith umj— 


C a im U rt o e ta Bead 


(p Comefcrt Giomi pte. Ptawra num w 16 or ewer. 


crMesm the nationai LorrstY* 

w we worn at any aewpaner in the above, we data comainaa m Camekn eawra) eerewranyatwa Mm pravaH. 
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Satellite acolytes 

Mike Rowbottom on a tennis 
twilight zone, page 24 


sp 
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Lola in fast lane 

Derick Allsop on a new 
team on the grid, page 25 


ir 


Schmeichel faces racist abuse charge 


Football 


ROB KING 

Peter Schmeichel could be- 
come the first footballer to 
face criminal charges for alleged 
racist abuse as his feud with Ian 
Wright burst back into life. 

While everyone expected the 
Arsenal striker to be charged 
with misconduct by the Football 
-As Delation for his behaviour at 
Highbury on Wednesday night, 
it was the Manchester United 


goalkeeper who found himself 
in deeper trouble. 

Wright's complaint that he 
subjected him to racial abuse 
during last November's Pre- 
miership game at Old Trafford 
had not, as everyone believed, 
been quietly shelved. 

Instead, the police have been 
carrying out an extensive in- 
vestigation and papers have 
now been lodged with the 
Crown Prosecution Service. 

There were no close wit- 
nesses to the alleged incident. 


but several Ijp-readers claimed 
chat television pictures showed 
the Danish international swear- 
ing at Wright and. If the CPS dc- 
cides that evidence is strong 
enough, Schmeichel will find 
himself in a unique test case. 

"There has been a long-run- 
ning police investigation into the 
original incident at Old Traf- 
ford," Steve Double, an FA 
spokesman, said. "As a result of 
police inquiries into the al- 
leged racist remarks a report has 
been compiled and is current- 


ly being considered by the 
Crown Prosecution Service." 

It would be the third time that 
United players have found 
themselves in a criminal court. 
Eric Cantona assaulted a Palace 
fan with his famous kung-fu leap 
two years ago. while raul Ince 
was acquitted for his part in the 
same incident. 

Schmeichel could also find 
himself in trouble with the FA 
for the tunnel scuffle with 
Wright after Arsenal's 2-1 de- 
feat on Wednesday. 


Arsenal believe he provoked 
Wright, who needed restraining 
by three policemen and the 
physiotherapist, Gary Lewin. In- 
quiries were continuing yester- 
day to see if there may have 
been a racist element to'the in- 
cident. 

Schmeichel was incensed by 
Wright’s reckless, two-footed 
lunge which has left him with a 
badly-bruised ankle and doubt- 
ful for tomorrow’s game at 
Chelsea. The keeper was seen 
wagging his finger at Wright. 


Arsenal, conscious of the 
bad blood between the pair, had 
taken precautions to isolate 
Wright as he came off, crowd- 
ing the tunnel area with police 
and stewards. But United ap- 
peared to leave their goal- 
keeper to his own devices and 
he seemed to be involved in ex- 
changes all the W 3 y down the 
crowded Highbury pitch exit. 

Significantly, the FA has re- 
ceived an independent report 
on what happened from the 
match observer, Kelvin Menton, 


but they will not make any 
comment or decision until the 
match referee, Martin Bodcn- 
h am. submits his summary. 

He did not see the scuffles 
but the police officers involved 
gave him a full account and he 
has indicated that it will feature 
prominently in his reporu 
Indications are that Wright, 
who collected a booking winch 
will already ensure another 
two-match ban, will certainly 
face a misconduct charge. 
Arsenal's manager, Arscnc 


Tufnell is 
talk of the 
town again 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Christchurch 
New Zealand 222-6 
England 226-6 
England win by four wickets 


It may not have pleased the 
purists, but New Zealand crick- 
et’s attempt to merge the one- 
day game with rockV roll was 
certainly to the liking of Philip 
Tufnell. The left-arm spinner, 
whose chosen song for the se- 
ries was Oasis’s “Cigarettes 
and Alcohol" took a career-best 
4 for 22 as England recorded 
their fi rst overseas onc-day win 
against a Test-playing nation 
since beating South Africa in 
Bloemfontein. 13 matches ago. 

Ironically, Tufnell, who also 
won his first man of the match 
award as England went 1-0 up 
in the five-match series, was not 
expected to play, and only a late 
decision by captain Michael 
Atherton -after he had seen the 
condition of the pitch - gave the 
spinner his first limited-over 
run-out in over two years. 

It has been a trying 48 hours 
for Tufnell. not least because of 
the not so mysterious posters 
that have suddenly sprung up 
around Christchurch. 

The posters which read - 
“Phil Tufnell must agree that 
Bardeliis is Christchuch's best 
joint" - are the talk of Lhe 
town, though their blatant ap- 
pearance does tend to lend 
credibility to the claim that the 
whole thing was just a crude 
publicity stunk timed to coincide 
with England winning the Test 
series. “See you down there," 
quipped Tufnell to assembled 
journalists who attended a terse 
post-match press conference. 

Unsurprising then, that he 
was the object of the crowd's at- 
tention — most of it puerile - 
long before he got the ball in his 
hand. It was a situation the old 
Tufnell would probably not 


have handled at all well and al- 
though the latest version is per- 
haps not the exciting bowler of 
old. he is more imperturbable 
than he used to be. 

He even made the grand 
gesture of doffing his cap at the 
end of his spell, a touch the 
large, partisan crowd at Lan- 
caster Cate greatly appreciated. 

“1 thought he coped with it 
well," Atherton said. “I had a 
chat with him beforehand and 
told him to be strong. He has 
noL played many one-day in- 
ternationals recently and his 
performance was exceptional." 

In fact, he did not come on 
until the 20 th over, when the 
score was on $7 for 1. But if his 
introduction was delayed, his 
impact was immediate' and he 
instantly removed the hard- 
hitting Nathan Astle, who tame- 
ly chipped a leading edge to 
Thorpe at extra cover. Two 
overs later, 3 similar fate befell 
Adam Parore as he lobbed a re- 
turn catch to the bowler. 

With the odd ball turning, 
Tufnell proved difficult to get 
away, and he and Croft more or 
less put a brake on the Kiwi’s 
run rate. 

Deceleration always creates 
pressure in limited-over situa- 
tions, and it was not long before 
Cairns perished at deep square 
leg trying to chance his arm. Two 
overs later, Fleming was 
stumped after he set off for a leg 
bye without waiting to see if the 
ball had eluded Stewart who 
promptly whipped the bails off. 

Once Tufnell had finished 
however. New Zealand were 
able to lake their score to 226. 
as 66 runs were taken from the 
last 10 overs. 

It was a total that looked as 
if it might be adequate after 
Atherton and Nick Knight had 
fallen in quick succession. That 
was until the Surrey duo of Alee 
Stewart and Graham Thorpe 
got going, their scintillating 
partnership of 170 suddenly 
making the target look a for- 


On a high: Phil Tufnell celebrates his dismissal of Adam Parore in Christchurch yecterday 


mality. Both batsmen were in 
exquisite form, and their re- 
spective boundary counts, a six 
and eight fours were identical. 

In the end, after a late flurry 
of wickets. England's victory fell 
somewhere in between, and with 
five runs wanted from nine balls, 
a forceful two ball innings from 
Croft - who struck Heath Davis 
for successive fours through the 
covers - broke the tension. 

Having won the toss and 
batted. New Zealand got off to 
a storming start, with both 
Nathan Astle and Bryan Young 
piercing Atherton’s well set off 
side field. Astle in particular, hit 


the ball with great power, par- 
ticularly through extra cover, 
and he took 12 off one over by 
Alan MulJaUy. 

Such extravagance seemed a 
snip in comparison to Robert 
Croft, whose third over went for 
16. Croft prefers to bowl to an 
off-stump line, but as Atherton 
brought him on before the field- 
ing restrictions were lifted, he 
was forced to bowl at leg-stump 
Instead. Croft however, as he has 
done all winter, persevered, 
and his remaining nine overs 
cost the Welshman just 25 runs. 

Mind you, the conditions 
certainly suited spin and the 


pitch used was the same one the 
Test bad been played on, which 
meant it was over seven days old 
by the time England’s innings 
took place under lights. 

As is the case in New Zealand, 
it was a ploy clearly designed to 
suit the home side's slow medi- 
um-pace dribblers Gavin Larsen 
and Chris Harris, whose accurate 
but paceless deliveries have long 
been a feature of their success at 
one-day cricket. 

But if the volume of runs was 
compromised by the pitch, the 
game was nevertheless a 25.000 
sell-out, and people were 
jammed into eveiy nook and 
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Lancaster Park scoreboard 


.14 


NewZoafano won toss 
JEW ZEALAND 

6 A Young c Thorpe b MuHalhr— 

1 31 rrin. 20 safe. 2 (nun) 

W J Astie e Thorpe b Tirtwli 50 

(85 min. 62 bass, 6 toms i 
A C Parora c ana b lufngi —38 

<60 m!n, 51 bate, 1 food 

S P FtefT*ie n Stewart t> Tutnet 34 

1 65 mtn. 55 bafts. 1 four) 

C L Calms c MJUBy b TufrwB 15 

[32 rrtn. 31 fctfs, 1 (our) 

C Z Hants not out AS 

(71 n*i, 51 twls. 2 tours) - 

*tL K Gmrsjn D Cork — 19 

140 mm. 29 bass. 1 tow) 

D N Patel not out—— 1 

iSmSn. 3 bats) 

Extras (b9 «4 nbZl 

Total (tor 6, 207 min, 50 wore) 

F aft 1-24 (Young) 2-87 lAstto) 3-100 (Panre) 
4-134 (Cams) 5-148 ffternmgl 6-203 (Getmcrt. 
DM not bat: G R Uson. S B Dour. HT Davis. 
BowUne Cork 3-0-S2-1 inbi wZ) <50-25-0. 
4-007-1): 5-2-21-1; Croft 10- Ml- 

0 toll lone aped each): Gautfi 10045-0 MU1 


140-15-0, 6-0-30*01: Tnftwa 10-1-22-4. 
Thorpe 6-0-32-0 t»l) (cna -axis oechl 
Program: 60: 51 mm. 70 taCv lOO; 101 
mm. U3 Mb. 160: 157 rrtn. 232 befe 200: 
196 mm. 289 balls. 

AaOe's 50: 79 min, 56 bob. 6 tours. 
ENGLAND 

N V Knlgrt c German b DouB 8 

(27 mh, 15 oaffa) 

•M A Atherton b PataL 19 


<24 min. 21 txrts, 3 fours) . . . 

t A J Stewart c Astle b Dans 

061 mm. L 10 bate, 8 fours. 1 *W 


~8i 


JB2 


,15 

-222 


Q P Thonw b Pan'S...- 
049 mb. 104 uaBs. 8 (bunt 2.s W 

N Hussain not out 11 

(39 mb. 28 baft/ 

J P Crawley b Dari D 

(5 mb. 4 bafts) 

D GCotkc Young DPcms- .5 

(21 mtn, 9 butts) 

H D B Croft not out 8 

i2 mto, 2 baas, 2 tours) 

_ " 1 0o6 v*6) 


12 

Total (tor 6, 217 rain, 48 J8 oven) — 226 


Ft* 1-2S (Atherton) 2-28 (Knttti 3-138 (Thor- 
pe) 4-205 (Stewart) 5 207 -(Crawley) 6-218 
(Cars). • • 

Did not bat: 0 Gougrn A D MuEtaUy, P C R 
TutoeG. 

Bawfinr Doan 10-0-33-2 (wl) (7-0-25-1. 
3-0-&-U: Patel 74M3-1 (4-0-22-1. 30-21- 
0): tort I* 4-0-264 a-O-lA-O. 2-0-12-01; 
Crime 4*4264) (nfl) (one uprtD; Daria as- 
0-44-3 i«2l (2-0-12-0. 2 -0-8-0, 4-5-0-24- 
31: Lanas 8-0*23-0 [0-0-19-0. 2 -0-4-0); 
Harris 7-0-26-0 <WU (4-0-130, 3-0-13-0). 
Propane 50: 50 rob, 70 bob. 100: 87 mb, 
113 tab. 150: 136 mm. 191 bads. 200: 181 
mm. 249 ban*. 

Stmnrfs BO: 93 mm 66 tub, 5 tours, 1 

». 

Thorpe’* 50: 96 mm. 71 bate, 6 tout*. 
EN6LAM) WW BY FOUR WICKETS 
Man of the ma t ch : P C R Tufnell. 
Adjudicator B F KaGdngs. 

UnpkeK C E King and D M Quested. 

TV reptay umpire: R S Dunne. 

Match referee: P J P Burge. 


ACROSS 24 

1 Hoodlum creating awful 

fracas in front of church 25 
<#» 2fi 

5 Obscure queen in work by 27 
Irish poet (M 

9 Excels in old-fashioned 
theatrical productions (81 

10 Salesman’s attitude to 
patch ( 6 ) 

12 Regular features in which 1 
entertainer lakes off? (5,6) 

15 Appeal to unruly teenag- 2 
er. being fed up ' (5) 

1 7 Ways artist will break law 
— it’s the limit (4.5) 

IS Ill-shaven characters bang- 3 
ing around in Southern 
city (9) 

19 Girt gives some honest an- 4 
swers (5) 

20 Essentials of grenadier’s 6 

training you'll find on no- 
tice hoard? 1 7-4) 


Going for a came of golf? 7 
( 6 ) 

Mo's to be written out! ( 8 ) 

Fold note into wallet 1 . 6 ) 8 

In books, accepting a 
handout's tantamount to 1 1 
being lazy ^ 8 ) 

15 

DOWN 

Displaying, tough exterior 14 

after performance ( 10 ) 
Negotiating at a summit 16 

secures nothing but sus- 
pension of certain controls 
( 10 ) 21 

Starts tr> Fortify one’s liver, 
ingesting complex tvpe of 
acid (5) _ ’ 22 

Very obvious it's not 
stained glass? (7,5) 

Continues to have printing 23 
equipment running (7,2) " 


One such as Tom at Ox- 
ford. with at least three 
siblings? (4) 

Peer under organ loft, but 
not frequently”? (4) 

Rare book identified in 
early morning paper (5,7) 
Racists due to receive pun- 
ishment for insensitivitv 
( 10 ) 

This water's unsuitable for 
a knitted garment ( 10 ) 
Upper parts of figures gen- 
erating some interest, pos- 
sibly? (9) 

Zest shown by American 
tycoon initially admitted to 
Japanese game (5) 
Bathroom item producing 
some aromatic lather when 
inverted (4i 
Creature having brown 


mark on skin 


(iV 


Wenger, defended right on 
the night and refund to com 
men further yesterday, although 
having reviewed television pic- 
tures of the tackle, following 
through on the goalkeeper 
though whistled offside. Wen- 
ger may change his mind. 

However, with Arsenal Ii'-e 
points behind and a game w one 
off than the leaders. United. 
Wenger can ill afford to suspend 
Wright, who is also one of the 
club 1 * most popular players* 

Warnock for Oldhain, pug*. 1 24 



Rangers rival 
United for Stain 


ALAN NIXON 


Manchester United and 
Rangers are rivals in pursuit of 
the £5m-raied Dutch defender, 
Jaap Siam. United scouts and 
the Rangers assistant manager. 
Archie Knox, watched the PSV 
Eindhoven player at the week- 
end and United have already 
had an initial offer for the 24- 
year-old rejected. 

Dutch sources said last night 
that officials, from the Prem- 
iership leaders were talking 
with Siam’s representatives in 
London in midweek. Siam is the 
right age for both United and 
Rangers, who are looking to re- 
place Gary Pallister and 
Richard Gough respectively. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, has attempted to sign 
Barcelona's Miguel Angel 
Nadal and Real Betis's Rober- 
to Rios without success. 

Blackburn are likely to pa- 
rade their new signing, the 
Danish international striker 
Pier Pedersen, in the game at 
Liverpool tomorrow. Rovers 
agreed a fee of £2_5m for the 28- 


Photograph: Aiisport 


cranny, presumably to help pay 
for for the new lights which cost 
SNZ3-5m f£15m). 

During the interval between 
vaningjs. Chris Cairns along with 
television presenter Paul Holmes 
and a squad of Christchuch's po- 
lice constables, had their heads 
shorn in order to raise funds for 
the Child Cancer Foundation. 

Cairns apparently had a 
“number four" cut, but if he 
started the match as Samson, he 
finished as Delilah with Stewart 
clouting his first ball for a mighty 
six over long-on. He never re- 
covered and his four overs cost 
an exorbitant 25 runs. 


Atherton the motivator 


Michael Atherton took Phil 
Tufheil aside for a quiet chat be- 
fore yesterday's one-day in- 
ternational. U worked wonders. 
Tufncll’s 4 for 22 was the per- 
fect response to the dope-smok- 
ing allegations of two days ago, 
setting England up for victory. 

“I had a quiet chaL with Phil 
before the game and told him 
to be strong," Atherton said. 
“He did very well and I thought 
he coped excellently with the oc- 
casion. The crowd were always 
going to give him a bit of flak 
but at the end I think they ap- 
preciated a very good bowling 
spell. I'm sure that's why Phil 
doffed his cap." 

Atherton confirmed that 
Tufnell would not have been in- 
cluded normally, but that the 
condition of the pitch used for 
the Test dictated the choice of 
both spinnere- 

Thmell said: “It was decided 
to play me when we had a look 
at the wicket, and it was nice to 


play in a one-day international 
after a couple of years’ gap. 

“There was a good crowd and 
l gave them a little wave. There 
was some rough to exploit and 
1 think that was always on the 
batsman’s minds. Then, when we 
batted, a great partnership be- 
tween Alec Stewart and Graham 
Thorpe made sure of the game.'’ 

Atherton was understand- 
ably pleased with his side’s per- 
formance in general: “'We had 
a little bit of a wobble at the end, 
but it’s a good start to the scries. 

“It was also a fun day for the 
spectators, a big crowd, making 
a lot of noise. What with all the 
music, too, it was certainly a very 
good atmosphere." 

Cricket was the new rock o' 
roll during the match, as music 
blared from loudspeakers all 
around the ground to greet the 
arrival of each batsman, and 
Robert Croft was clearly in- 
spired by his choice of "Tom 
Jones singing ‘‘Delilah'’, cover- 


driving his first two deliveries for 
four to secure victory with sev- 
en balls to spare. 

“It was absolutely superb. It 
got the players and the specta- 
tors going,” Croft said. “The 
song certainly inspired me." 

Graham Thorpe's fine in- 
nings of 82 also played a major 
part as he teamed up with Sur- 
rey colleague Alec Stewart for 
a partnership worth 170. 

“There was a lot of work to 
be done when I came to the 
crease," Thorpe said. “But we 
both struck the ball well and that 
took a lot of the pressure off. 

"Unfortunately we did not 
quite see it through which put 
a bit of pressure on the boys, but 
we got home. I’m pleased be- 
cause this is my first time play- 
ing under lights. 

“We are looking to win ah five 
of these one-day ^ames and play 
some positive cricket doing so. 
We atm to leam a lot from 
them.” 
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vear-old from Odcase. and tile 
player has now settled pcrwi; 
al terms. 

Yesterday. Blackburn turnon 
down a request from Their for- 
mer manager Ray Harford, 
who is now in charge at W’esi 
Bromwich, to take the winger 
Stuart Ripley on loan, because 
the plaver Is’not fully lit. 

Teddy Shcringham is ex- 
pected to return to the Iotien- 
ham side for Monday’s game a: 
West Ham. The England strik- 
er scored both goals in the re- 
serve teams 2-0 win over 
Brentford on Wednesday. 

Stockport's postponed Coca- 
Cola Cup semi-final first leg tie 
against Middlesbrough hu> 
been re-arranged for ne\t 
Wednesday at Edgeky Park. 
Middlesbrough's Premiership 
fixture against MancheMe; 
United, due to take place at OU 
Trafford the same night. Ini*, 
been postponed, as has Stock - 
port's Auto Windscreens Shield 
northern semi-final uguino 
Crewe, due to be played next 
Tuesday. Middlesbrough will 
be without Juninlio. who is re- 
quired by Brazil. 


Royle's historic charge 


Joe Roylc has been disciplined 
by the Football Association for 
calling the referee David Eller- 
ay a pterodactyl. The prehistoric 
reference landed the Everton 
manager a disrepute charge at 
the FA yesterday, writes Alan 
Nixon. 

Elleray, a housemaster at 
Harrow School, knew exactly 
what Royle meant when he 
called him the name after the 
Blackburn game following the 
sending off of striker Duncan 
Ferguson. Pterodactyls were 
angular-headed dinosaurs, half- 
bird and balf-bcasL 

Elleray look the comparison 
personally and Royle was found 
guilty of insulting language bv 
the FA hearing. He was ordered 
to pay costs, estimated at more 
than £ 1 , 000 . and was warned 
about his future conduct. 



The referee 
David Elleray 
(right) and a 
pterodactyl 


Elleray claimed that Rovle 
also swore at him. but the man- 
ager said he only used the word 
“pterodactyl”, 

Royle was furious. As he 
pointed out, the Arsenal strik- 
er lan Wright has got away 
with calling a referee a ‘ Mup- 
pel" in the past. Elleray had sent 
off Ferguson for insulting him 
in a more conventional manner 
when he refused a penalty claim. 


Think First 
Before 
You Phone 

First Telecom offers national and intemationar 
calls at up to 50% less than BT. - even after 
their price cuts. 
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BT 

USA 

59 P 

USA 

£ 1*18 

AUSTRALIA 

£ 1-47 

AUSTRALIA 

£ 2*45 

HONG KONG 

£ 2-06 

HONG KONG 

£ 3-44 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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£ 5*08 








One call from your existing touch tone phone 
links you to the world's largest and 
most dependable Fibre optic network. 
There are no. connection fees 
or monthly rental charges - you don't even 
h3ve to change you" current phone number;. 

Fantastic savings, friendly. service and. 

. ’ crystal clear connections. . ' • 

it pays to Think First. 
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